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TO THE READER. 



When I resdred to write the following 
history, I was sensible that prejudice might 
offer two objections against the undertaking. 
The circumstance of my being a Spaniard, 
rendered me liable to be considered partial 
towards the conquerors of Mexico/and my 
character as a Novelist, would naturally 
suggest the probability of my roving too 
freely over the field of imagination. 

Against these two objections, it has been 
my ssealouB endeavour to provide. When 
bestowing any great praise on Hernan Cortes 
and his companions, I have quoted the words 
of Dr Robertson ; and to remove the second 
objection, I have been careful to set down 
my authority for every event of the least 
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importance. The number and respectability 
of my references, will show my anxiety 
on this point. If, after this assertion, any 
redundancy of fancy is still found, this will 
certainly be in the form, but not in the sub- 
stance, of the work. I have been extremely 
scrupulous with regard to facts; and for 
the rest, I humbly hope no one will blame 
me for not having written the extraordi- 
nary and romantic deeds of Hernan Cortes 
in the style and manner of a Bulletin or 
Gazette. 

TELEsroRo BE Trueba t Ck)SIO« 

London^ Nov. 30, 1829. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The diMOTery aad conquMti^f 
one of the most splendid e^Msodes in the his- 
tory of the world. The importance of so ^gui- 
tic an event, and the wild excitement which it 
uw^e, naturally made the conquerors and first 
historians of those vast regions array their de- 
scriptions in the glittering dress of romance, 
rather than in the sober garb of strict veracity. 
He<ice we find accounts of the civilisation of 
some districts in America, which it is difficult 
to reconcile with the rude state and barbarous 
deeds of the inhabitants. This anomaly is more 
particularly displayed in the country of Ana- 
huacy known afterwards by the name of New 
Spain. Some historians have given such pomp- 
ous narratives concerning the advancement of 
the natives of Anahuac, and more' especially the 
Mexicans, in the career of civilized life, that 
they have altogether bestowed the honours of 
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polished nations on a people which was immea- 
surably far from deserving the distinction. The 
Mexicans, indeed, when compared with the 
other inhabitants of the New World, exhibited 
a decided and even striking superiority ; yet this 
advantage over the rest of the Indians could not 
entitle the possessors to that praise which their 
conquerors liave bestowed on them, some in 
their love for the marvellous and romantic, and 
others, no doubt, to enhance the glory and diffi- 
etalty of their own achievements. 

The history of the first inhabitants of Ana- 
hiiac is involved in that dense obscurity which 
bafBes the most plausible reasonings, and over- 
turns the most ingenious theories. Tradition 
is a very imperfect source of imformation ; and 
the Mexican paintings, of which so much has 
been spoken, are neither sufficient in number, 
nor clear enough in their meaning, to lead to a 
philosophical elucidation of truth. SomewriterS) 
relying on the legends of the natives, and the 
discovery of prodigious bones and s]ralls in va- 
rious parts of the country, have established the 
suppositioii that New Spain was originaUy in- 
habited by giants. But abandoning this fanci- 
ful theory to the speculations of the curious, it 
may perhaps be asserted with some probability 
of truth, that the Toltecas, a wandering tribe 
of savages, were the first who formed themselves 
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into any thing resembling a regular state* The 
Tokeoas established a kingdom aboat the year 
667. This monarchy laeted four oentnrieS) when 
it was sacoeeded by the reign of the Chicfaeme* 
eas and other tribes, until part of the eonntry 
was oocnpied by the Aateoas or Mexioans, wfao^ 
proaee£ng from the borders of the Gulf of Ca^ 
lifomia, settled abont the lake of TexouoOi and 
founded the £snioas dty of Mesdoo* 

The new ooonpants <rf the land introdoced a 
more polished order xxfthbgi, and they had made 
some pn^fress in the pursuits of life at the time 
of the Bpanid^ invasion. Yet the duration of 
the Meadean empire -was Tery short, aecording 
to the aeeoants afforded by the natires. Little 
more than three centuries do they reckon from 
the first migration of tiirir anoestorsy and about 
half 4^ that time since the estahlisiunent<rf their 
monandiy* This period vmM filled up by the 
goifmaaoiGnt of nine sovere^jnsy of which the un* 
fortunoite M<mteaoma was the last. As soshort 
a space ef time seenu incompatible irith the de* 
giee of. dvilisation ascribed to the Mexicans, A 
presumplien may safely be admitted, that much 
exaggeration has been used in the descriptions 
of their manners, arts, and regulations* But 
howefver remote the natives of the land might 
be with reference to the cirilisation of their 
eenquerorsy it is not less true that the Mexicans 
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were gresily superior to all the other inhabitants 
of the New World. The right of private proper- 
ty, so ill understood, and so grossly violated, 
among rude and savage tribes, was respected 
and defined in the Mexican Empire. From the 
right of possession arose that of barter and ex« 
change, and hence sprung various of the more 
simple operations of conunerce* 

But another striking feature in the country 
was the great number of its cities, and the vast- 
ness and beauty for which they were conspicu- 
ous. Some progress in the arts of social life 
must be made before men can found and oigan- 
ize such places as Cholula, Tacuba, and other 
great towns, are depicted to have been; yet a 
considerable deduction must be made from the 
florid descriptions of the conquerors, who, ac- 
customed till then to meet with rude hordes of 
savages in America, were naturally struck and 
amazed when, on entering New Spain, they per- 
ceived so de(;ided an improvement in civilisa- 
tion. They found men inhabiting lai^e cities^ 
subject to regular laws, and following pursuits 
Indicative of social life. They, moreover, were 
pleasingly surprised at the riches of the coun- 
try, and the fertility of its soil ; and their own 
vivid imaginations heightening the effect produ- 
ced by external objects, it is perfectly natural 
that they should have conceived and represented 
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ftingel in a Ugbk aboTd tlist to which they were 
reifiy witiUed. But a rapid aooomt of the i^ 
figk>o, goremjtmnty and mannen of the Mad« 
emsj will more justly decide the degree of dvt^ 
Hstttlon to which they may hare had nndoabted 
dWms. 

In ozaminiiig the religion of the Mexlctttii 
we are ttruek with horror and amazement. No* 
tiling can be conceived more barbaioni and san- 
guinary than the ceremonies by which their 
gloomy superstition hoped to propitiate a blood* 
thirsty mythology. But the atrocity of human 
sacrifices, so prevalent in the Mexican empire, 
was doubly enhanced by the regnkr system in- 
to whi<A religions rites were conducted. They 
had maguiic^it temples and oth^ places con- 
secrated to Ae service of the deities. Th^ 
number of priests Was very great, and they en- 
joyed high distinction in the state, ae well as 
extraordinary weight in its councils. Yet a 
considerable difference existed between them, 
both with respect lo their rank, and the various 
offices ioVhich they were dedicated. There 
were several orders among the miiusters of 
reli^on, at the head of which were two high 
priests, — a dignity which, as it was the most 
honourable and important in the state, was only 
conferred on those whose birth, integrity, and 
knowledge, rendered them worthy of such a 
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cliaf^* The hig^ prlM» were the first pei*- 
scflages in the empire ; the monarch inmriably 
eoniolted them in all matters id moment^ and 
no war was ever undertaken without their ap- 
probation. After the first two principal reli- 
gious dignitaries, the other priests enjoyed cer- 
toin degrees and gradations, strictly defined and 
understood. Some were sacrifioers, others di- 
viners ; some had the care of the sanctuaries 
committed to them, while others were to com- 
pose the hymns and pious songs, and order 
every thing relating to the festivsds. 

Indeed, a considerable portion of their time 
was devoted by the Mexicans to the practice of 
religious ceremonies, and celebration of their 
festivals. Nor is this strange. Their mytho- 
logical rites were strictly connected with those 
occupations which were most congenial to their 
character. The Mexicans were naturally war- 
like and ferocious, and accordingly the first of 
their gods was the god of war, called JBuUzUo' 
pochUu To this divinity they paid special wor- 
ship ; and nothing could exceed the disgusting 
atrocity of the sacrifices continually made to 
this terrific idol. The most ri^d and frightfiil 
courses of penance were undergone by the fana- 
tic Mexicans, in order to propitiate tiiis cruel 
deity ; severe fasts and corporeal macerations, 
and every torment whicb superstition can sug"" 
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gertii were eheeifoUy uDdertafcMi in hoiKmr <tf 
HuUzikpoML Yet^ lamentable m this igno- 
raoce might be, it was lenient in its effects when 
compared to the inhuman butcheries that daily 
stained the altars and the temples. The precise 
Dumber of yictims that were annually saonfi- 
eed cannot be ascertained, bu^ according to the 
most moderate computation, they amounted to 
noless than twenty thousand. The manner in 
which the sacrifices were conducted was, if pos- 
sible, more atrocious dian their extent* The 
mode of inflicting death varied according to the 
occasion of the festival, or the quality of the 
victim. In some cases the sufferers were drown- 
ed; in others, they were left to perish with 
hunger, shut up in dismal caverns on tiie moun- 
tains* The gladiatorial sacrifice, which was con- 
sidered the most honourable, and in which the 
tictim had a chance of escape by vanquishing 
his antagonist, was in many instances resorted 
to ; but the most ordinary mann^ of perform- 
ing, the cruel ceremony was by opening the 
breast of the victim. 

For the performance of this horrid function 
Ax, j^iests were appointed, the principal of 
whidb, the Topiltzin, clothed himself in a red 
habit, fringed with cotton, and wearing a crown 
of green and yellow feathers on his head. The 
Other five attendant priests, were dressed in 
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white oDftbioidmid witk bbwk. Them minU 
fliers dragged tihe Tiethn, la a staito of complete 
nudity, to the upper area of the temple, and 
extended him cm liie altar ; four priests held die 
legs and armsy whilst the fifth kept the head 
light with a weoden iastrmnent resembling a 
serpent. The Topili^ then came forward^ 
and, with a knife made of flint, laid the breast 
open, and tearing oat the heart, offered it, 
whilst yet palpitating, to the god, and then thre# 
it at his feet. When the idol was of gigantic 
dimenflions, it was cnstomary to introduce the 
bleeding heart into its mouth with a large gold- 
en spoon. In most cases, also, the lips of the 
idol, and cornices of theentrance ofthe sanctuary, 
were anointed|with the blood of the rictim ; and 
when he happened to be a prisoner of war, as 
soon as the sacrifice was consummated, the head 
was Beyered,*to preserve the skull, and the rest 
of the body cast down to the lower area of the 
temple, where it was cbdmed by the warrior to 
whom it belonged by right of capture ; and who 
then carried o£F his prize to be boiled and dress- 
ed, in order to entertain his family and friends. 
The Otomies used to cut the bodies in pieces, 
and sold them in the market. 

It would be unseasonable here to detail the 
various other modes of performing sacrifices j 
enough has been said to demonstrate, that a 
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mytbology so btrbarons and dKnniaable omild 
not bat be accompaiued with erery ontwird 
form of t^aror and gloom. Mo«t of the Mexi- 
can deities were of a malignant iiatare^ and 
only to be propitiated by blood. Hence we 
find them represented under forms and emblems 
the most fearfdl and repugnant. Gigantic mon- 
8ters> and images in which ingenoity had ex- 
hausted its stores of horror, were the objects to 
which the Mexicans addressed their adoration, 
whilst their temples were always decorated with 
the figures of serpents, tigers, and other de- 
structive animals. The gods being cruel and 
yindictiTe, the genius of the Mexican religion 
was necessarily dark and horrible. Fear be- 
came die principle of action'; and by calling the 
most ungenerous feelings of human nature into 
play^ sympathy was destroyed, and all the nicer 
touches of social life entirely annihilated. Thus 
by a strange anomaly, we find that the Mexi- 
cans, the people of the New World who had 
made the greatest progress in civilisation, were, 
in many cases, the most ferocious of the Indi- 
ans, whilst their cruelty, in many of their cere- 
monies and manners, surpassed even that of 
the rude savage. 

In the science of government, the Mexicans 
had made some progress at the time of their 
conquest by the Spaniards. However rude and 
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imperfeel they might be in thui req»dct in more 
remote periodfy it i« no lea certain, that when 
Cortes subjected those vast territories to the 
Spanish crown, he found such rules and r^^ola* 
tions in them as to excite hie surprise and ad« 
miration. After making due allowances for the 
florid descriptions of the early historians, we 
shall still find much to approve in their system 
of administration. They had a regular police, 
established in so skilful a manner, as to have 
betokened an order of things superior to the 
then state of the Mexican empire. The insti- 
tution of couriers, who transmitted intelligence 
with astonishing rapidity, and the number of civil 
offices appointed to inspect the public market, 
to collect the taxes, and to preserve order and 
justice among the buyers and sellers, aflbrd de- 
cided evidttice of great improvement from sa« 
vage life. A sense of equity was evident in the 
manner of collecting taxes. These were laid €m 
landed property, on the productions of industry, 
and on the various articles exposed to sale. But 
tiie exacting of these duties was not arbitrary: 
there were certain rales to be observed, and the 
quota assessed <»n^each proprietor, merchant, or 
otherwise, was in strict proportion to the extent 
of his possessions, or the value of Ms acquisi- 
tions. Each one knew how much he had to con- 
tribute to the pubUc revenue^ and might resist 
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any undue esctortiou* As the Mexicans were 
not acquainted with the use of money^ the taxes 
were paid in kind, and by this means the large 
public magasines or storehouses were filled, not 
only with the natural produce of all the pro- 
vinces, but with every specimen in woilcs of art 
and industry. From these magasines the Em* 
peror supplied his numerous attendants in peace, 
and his armies in wair, with the various neces« 
saries of life^ at well as the requisite arms and 
accoutrements. 

The government of the Mexicans was a mo* 
narchy, but the degree of power and authority 
of their kings had been different in the various 
stages of their existence. In the infancy of their 
nation, great limits were put to the royal autho- 
rity, and the power which the sovereign exer- 
cised at that period resembled more a patriarch- 
al govenimentj than a despotic rule. But with 
the increase of territory, the accumulation of 
riches, and the advancement in the refinements 
of life, the power of the kings was also aug- 
mented. Their pride induced them gradually 
to trespass the limits assigned to their authori- 
ty, until, during the reign of Montezuma, and at 
the time of the Spanish invasion, the sovereign 
was absolute and despotic. The conquests and 
abilities of the last Mexican monarch, at the 
same time that they extended the dominions of 
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the empire, gave a mortal blow to the independ- 
ence of those various sovereign princes who had 
their territories contiguous to his own. Such were 
the kings or lords of Tezcuco, Iztapalapan, and 
Tacuba, who, though exercisingunlimited power 
over their own subjects, had nevertheless in the 
end been rendered fendatory to Montezuma. 
The crown of the Mexican empire was elective : 
to effect a competent choice, four lords of the 
highest rank, courage, and merit, were appoint- 
ed in the beginning of the monarchy to this 
important function ; but the electors themselves 
were removed, and others chosen to fill their 
places at every new election. In the election 
of a king, no attention whatever was paid to 
primogeniture ; and this was exemplified at the 
death of Montezuma the First, when Axajacatl, 
his third son, was preferred to the elder bro- 
thers. 

Several conditions were to be fulfilled, and 
many ceremonies 'performed, at each new coro- 
nation of a king. But the most characteristic, 
perhaps, was the obligation under which the 
new-elected sovereign lay, of going to war, that 
he might procure the victims to be sacrificed on 
so important an occasion. The Mexican court 
was formed upon a scale so systematic and mag« 
nificent, as to argue much civilisation in this 
respect, however deficient that nation might ap« 



IKTBOBOCnOK* 8S 

pear in others. The offieen of the household 
were numeroos, and trained to all the etiquette of 
eeremonial. No less than three supreme ooun« 
cilsy composed of persons of the highest rank> 
were appointed to discuss every point of mo<i 
men t-— such as the conduct of war, the collecting 
of the reyenue, and other afiairs c<maected with 
the safety.or prosperity of the state. Indeed, 
in the following history of the conquest of the 
Mexican empire, we shall find Monteirama fre- 
quently appealing for advice to his councils, on 
account of the. dilemma under which he was pla« 
eed by the Spanish invasion. There were seve- 
ral ministers or principal officers of the courts 
whose peculiar department was to administer 
the public revenue, when it had been collected 
by the subordinate Ainctionaries : amongst these 
the HueUalpriquifOX treasurer-general, was held 
in special consideration ; nor was less honour 
paid to those ministers who. had under their 
care the animals, gems, gold, and other treasurer 
of the crown. 

The office of ambassador wns esteemed by 
the Mexicans one of particular importance, and 
to fill so elevated a station, iJie principal person- 
ages in the empire, both with regard to birth, 
prudence, and merit, were consequently chosen, 
Xo invest the character .with m(»*e respect, much 
pomjp. and cereiMny was attached to it ; but 
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Ibongk they ware reomved with profound re^t 
speot at every pkce where they tonohed^ they 
were compelled not to deviate a step from the 
road traced out for their march* 

The division of ranks is another ailment in 
fiivonr of Mexioaa refinement. In savage life, 
physical advantages alone decide the merit or 
fortune of man ; but in proportion as society 
fittains a more artifieial ft>rm» other and more 
noble qualifications are fostered and venerated. 
Mental improvement and advancement in the 
arts of civilized life are invariably attended tvidi 
a stmggle for distinction, which are unknown 
in the infancy of rude tribes. In tiie Mexican 
empire the distinction of ranks was strictly de* 
fined ; the nobility were divided into difi^eerent 
classes, though the Spaniards have mixed them 
together under the general appellation of Co* 
zique84 The highw ranks of nobility was that 
of Tetictli, and to obtain this honourable dis- 
tinction, the candidate was obliged not only 
to prove illustrious birth, but to give proofii of 
great merit, and undergo a course of severe pe- 
nance for a year, in order to exemplify the vir* 
tues of patience and fortitude. But the titles of 
nobility were in general hereditary. Even at the 
time of the conquest of Mexico, many families 
exiated in the empire who claimed direct de- 
scent ftom the Aatecas, and carried themselves 
with great pride and splendour. 
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without ingeimity. They wwe divided amongst 
die erown and tbe altar^ the nobility and the 
eonununitioA ; and in order to presenre the pro- 
perty of each elam iree from litigation, certain 
painttngg were kept in the temples. In these 
maps, the lands of the crown were painted in 
purple^ those of the nobles displayed a scarlet, 
and those of the commuiities a yellow colour. 
After the conquest, these charts served frequent' 
ly as a just reference to the Spanish magistrate 
to decide litigious contention among the Indians. 
Priority of birth was observed in the inheritance 
4)f states ; but in case of unbecility, or any other 
disqualifying cause, the iather was at liberty to 
transfiu* the property to any of his other ohild- 
SBOi, with the restriction, however, of making a 
cuitable provision for the rest* 
. Gxvat simplicity was observable in the Mexi- 
can code of laws; but these were severe in the 
«ctreme. Indeed, death was in most cases the 
poniskment awarded to guilt, even for offences 
whidi, to us, would appear fkr from deserving 
it : for eximple, the practice of hanging a man or 
weman for dressing themselves in each other's 
attire»> A traitor to die king was torn in pieces, 
andtiiose who maltreated an ambassador, or any 
other public officer of note, liorfeited also their 
lives. SedidoDy bribery, and corruption, were 
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sabject to capital punishmeitt, as was also a breaek 
of discipline in war. The same, rigour wkich was 
displayedagainst political offenees^appearedccm- 
spicuous in punishing crimes against noralitf. 
Murder, eVen when perpetrated on the person 
of a vile slave, was visited with death ; nor could 
a husband inflict that retribution on his adulter- 
ous wife without incurring the same punifhnnent, 
though the latter, as well as her paramour, were 
either stoned to death, or had their heads^^ brui- 
sed and smashed between two stones* The 
crime of adultery was punished with death al- 
most throughout the empire, but the peniiliy 
was inflicted with more severity- in some dis- 
tricts than others* It was the practice in Incho- 
atlan to tear the guilty wife in pieces, and di . 
vide her limbs amongst the .witnesses that 
brought to light her o£Pence. But;, the rigour of 
Che law did not extend to the faidiless^busfoaoid, 
if he committed his offence with an unmarried 
female. Death was also the penalty attendant 
on thefts of importance ; and, indeed, there was 
scarcely any offence against the state,, religion, or 
morality, that| did not immediately meet with 
that rigorous retribution. This excessive and 
indiscriminate severity speaks greatly, against 
the civilisation of the Mexicans. But ferocity 
was a striking characteristic of those Indians > 
and that quality is too plmnly displayed bath in 



tMrwiariyTdligioufl oeremoniefy andlegislatiire. 
btiiHveipeet tlieypiQtent a great contrast witk 
ibe PonnriaBs, vho wwe remarkable ibr the soft- 
4iMi of their nuuuiert, and the Mnigidty of theur 
muds* 

The progresf of the Mencaas in the arta of 
social life has been nnqoestionaUy OTerrated. 
Those ingenious puntiilgay which excited the ad- 
miratioa of the Spsniards, when beheld nnder 
the influence of excitement produced by a ro- 
tnantic expedition, woold be ikr from producing 
the same effect npmi calm and reflectire specta* 
tors» Nerer^eless, their sMll in this art, as well 
aa the ingenuity with which they wrought in 
gcAd the figures of animals, and other objects, is 
deserving of attention. Perhaps one of the 
strongest arguments in ikvour of Mexican mu 
ptt^rity, is to be found in the masterly care 
with which they provided for the defence of 
their capital. The stratagems, and various modes 
of fortification employed by the inhabitants du- 
ring the memorable siege of that city, bespoke 
a proftmdity of thought, and a quickness of re- 
solve, which are much above the power of the 
rude savage. But however considerable might 
have been the advancement which the Mexicans 
had made in social life, when compared with the 
odier nations of the new world, it will be readi- 
ly admitted that they had but Uttle claim to the 
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distinction, if measured by the then exiiiiiig^ 
standard of society in Europe. That the Spa- 
niards, accustomed to treat with, and waragainfit 
savages, should have been astonished and sur* 
prised at the aspect of men so far superior to 
their former antagonists, b easily conceived ; but 
when authors set in earnest to write about the 
public schools, civil institutions, and theatrical 
representations, of the Mexicans,w.:vfH[ien,in fine, 
they attempt to exhibit that people in the man- 
hood of civilisation, we must receive those ac- 
counts with a salutary distrust. 

From this rapid sketch we may perhaps con-* 
elude, that the Mexicans, though they might 
sustain the cold rays of the dawn of knowledge, 
were yet immeasurably far from bearing the daz * 
zling brightness of its meridian sun. At the time 
of their conquest by the Spaniards they were 
a warlike, ferocious, and persevering race, pos- 
sessing the ruder notions of commerce, agricul- 
ture, and legislation, and conversant with the 
first rudiments of art, but immersed in too gross 
an ignorance, and exhibiting too great a barba- 
rity in their manners, to entitle them to be 
reckoned wkhin the pale of civilized nations.. 
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CHAPTER I. 



£ttroductory Remarks. Birth, Stkuatiou, Mid 
Youth of Heman Corte*. 

t 

A SPIRIT of discovery nod adrentare was the 
cfiaracteristic featnre of the end of the fifteenth, 
and a great portion of the sixteeatfa century* No 
sooner had the daring geniiia of Cohunbna achie- 
ved the most extraordinary enterprise recorded 
in the history of man, than the sons of that na* 
tion which had assisted him in what was deemed 
a chimerical nndertaking, became imbued with 
a portion of his heroic spirit, and appeared only 
intent on improving his glorious and successfnl 
career. The ardent imagination of the Spaniards 
already began to riot in the prospect of the acqui- 
sition of wealth, and the subjugation of empires. 
Every roan, however humble his origin, slender 
his abilities, or inadequate his resources, consider- 
ed himself fuUy qualified to join in the most ha- 
zardous and gigantic enterprise. A new species 
of chivalry appeared to animate the breasts of 
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men, and the desire of independent military ad- 
venture succeeded the wars of the cmsades and 
the dazsIiDg era of knight-errantry. 

The genius of mutit^ romance found a theatre 
for display in a New World, when it ceased to be 
tolerated in the old, which was now absorbed widi 
the great drama of religious reformation, and the 
many bloody as well as ludicrous scenes of which 
it was composed. A vast field was opened to 
courage and enterprise in the newly discovered 
land; and a multitude of heroic achievements^ 
extraordinary adventures, and sanguinary crimes, 
followed the eventful opportunity which naturally 
called them forth. 

Columbus, in diabovenng a new world, gare 
also to the pages of history a crowd of names 
which would otherwise have remained unborn to 
immortality. A stnking ilkistration was tranl^ 
mitted to posterity, by the conquest of America^ 
of the eacteat of the powers of man, as well as d 
the excesses to wiiidb he may be hurried by the 
violence of passions, or the peculiarity of circum- 
stances. Among the numerous adventurers who 
flocked to the New Worlds to cull the laurels of 
victory and seize up<m the golden reward held out 
to daring exploit, many have inscribed their names 
in the imperishable tablets of fame. But, in the 
illustrious list, none deserves a more promment 
station^-none has bequeathed to posterity a me^ 
mory surrounded with such splendour^*— a life of 
greater glory, with a lesser proportion of evil — 
than the conqueror of the great Mexican empire. 

Heman Cortes was bom at Medellin, a small 
town in Estremadnni, in the year 1485. He waa 
the son ^ Don Mtftin Coites de Mpnioy and 
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Doi&a CataUna Pkarro de AhamiranOi both hidal* 
goB of noble descent, but posseisiiig a fortune in 
BO manner adequate to their rank. This circnm- 
stance was perhaps the most condncive to the fa- 
tore exertions and extraordinary career of yonng 
Cortes.' Had he been lavishly favoured with the 
gifts of.fortnne, satisfied with idle dissipation, and 
surrendered to enjoyment, it is probable that his 
genius would for ever have lain dormant, for want 
of an excitement sufficiently strong for its deve- 
lopement. In conjunction with other illustrious 
men, Cortes owed his future greatness to the ne^ 
cessity for an exertion of his powers. Don Mar- 
tin, perceiving in his son the germ of talents, 
which, by proper cukivation, might arrive at a rich 
maturity, resolviBd.to direct him towards some 
profession, which would at once open a .field for 
bis abilities, and improve his fortune. A natural 
quickness and sagacity, a certain degree of elo- 
quence, and'a prudent reserve superior to the years 
of youth, made the elder Cortes entertain the idea, 
that the pursuit of the law was the career his son 
migbt embrace with the greater chance of success. 
At the age of fourteen, young Cortes was ac- 
cordingly sent to the University of Salamanca,-— 
then one of .^e most renowned seats of learning, 
— ^in order to complete a course of studies neces- 
sary for > his future avocation. But, though the 
youth had abilities for the acquirement of acade- 
mical distinction, he was not endowed with the 
persevering industry indispensable to the pursuit 
of letters.- His ardent temper revolted from the 
restrunt which is the soul of scholastic discipline, 
and he felt impatient at the laborious tranquillity, 
the slothful toil, which appear^ conspicuous m 
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those who wore eager for the attainiAeBt of ^m* 
dition and science. At the end of two yean, there- 
fore, Cortes, though he had made some little pro.* 
gress in leamiiig, found the career chosen for him' 
in direct opposition to his taste and natural inch.'* 
nation. He became disgusted with his inactiFO 
Hfe^andi to relieve the weariaomeness of bis present 
occupations, he launched into irregulaiities which 
inrolyed him in serious difficulties, and threatened 
htm with expulsion* 

The restless disposition of young Cortes now 
impelled him to abandon his academic labours and 
return to Medellin* Here he devoted himself 
wholly to those actire sports and exercises which 
were more congenial with the ardour of his inuw 
gination and the impetuosity of his character* Ha 
became a proficient in the use of arms, and tools 
great delight in horses and in erery description of 
field sports. 

But the yiolence of his passions did not permit 
him to restrain his actions within the limits of 
moderation. His temper was so ardent, and his 
conduct so dissipated, at this early period of hia 
Hfe, that he gave no indication of tbe profound 
policy, and greatness of soul, which were to maHc 
hid future career. Possessing all those attrsctions 
BO irresistible in captiTating the regard of females^ 
it is not surprising that he should be inyolred in 
intrigues at once prs^dicial to himself and dia* 
tressing to his fiimily. Nature had bestowed up4 
on him great personal advantages. His man&erB 
were remarks^ly engaging, and his address easy 
and alluring. He was, besides, a complete nniater 
in the art of persuasive eloquence— an advantage 
whii^ though at that time attenckd with no kud« 
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able lesiilts, proved^ in tlie 9eqiid» one of the 
moit powerful engines in the advancement ef hia 
great and glorious enterprise. He possessed a 
good Btalore and a graceful carriages—a connte* 
nance fall of animatioot with eyes amorous and 
sparkling. A sound omstitationy and a robust 
frame, rendered bim capable of enduring any fa« 
tigne ; wlnle bis fertility of invention seemed suf* 
ficient to extricate bim from any difficulty. But 
so many good qualities were now totally useless^ 
if not penrerted to purposes deserving only of re- 
probation ; and bis father cmisidered witb 8<htow 
that turbulent temper which he could not subduoi 
and that profligacy which he despaired to see over- 
coone* To one creditable object alone was the 
warm imagination of young Cortes alive. The 
splendour of military glory filled hia ardent mind, 
and be inwardly sighed for the moment when he 
might signalize his name by martial achievements* 
Tins inclination Don Martin made no attempt to 
combat. Having lost every hope that the restless 
and impetuous temper of his son would ever al- 
low him to follow prosperously any civil employ- 
ment, he was rather pleased than otherwise that 
he should embrace the profession of arms. 

That period was highly favourable to the dis* 
play of courage, and the acquisition of military re- 
nown. The wars in Italy were the theme of much 
speculation, and the famous Gonzalo de Cordova, 
sumamed .ihe Great Captain, was the subject of 
general applause* Of course, the younger scions 
of the best families in Spain hastened to enrol 
themselves under bis glorious auspices— a circum- 
stance which, together with the vicinity of Italy, 
periiaps indnoed Cortes to choose the standard of 
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that leader, rather thiui j^iin the bodies of advetti 
tnrere that w&re continiiall^ sailing for the New 
World. Don Martin having approved the choice 
of his Bon, every arrangement was made for the 
youth's departare; and as a reinforcement was 
on the point of marching to join the troops of 
the great captain in Naples, young Cortes was 
about to enlist as a volunteer, when he was pre* 
vented by a sudden indisposition. Yet to this cir- 
cumstance, which he then considered as the most 
severe disappointment, be was indebted for his 
future splendid career. There was no .possibility 
of eclipsing the glory 'of Gonzalo in Italy, and 
even a series of the most fortunate events could 
scarcely have enabled the young aspirant to ob« 
tain renown superior to some of the ftunous war* 
riors who served under that illostriousleader. To 
be ranked with Garcia Paredes or Navarro was, 
indeed, a truly honourable destiny ; yet how far 
inferior to the glorious lot which fortune reserved 
for Cortes in the New World I 
' The appointment of Don Nicholas de Ovando 
to the government of Hispaniola, directed the 
thoughts of Don Martin and his son to a new 
channel. Ovando was their kinsman, and it was 
naturally conceived that, under his patronage and 
authority, young Cortes would find ample occa- 
sion for the display of his powers, and the ad- 
vancement of his fortune. The idea of departing 
for Italy, therefore, was totally relinquished, and, 
on the part of young Cortes, succeeded by an 
equally ardent wish of hastening to a wider field. 
At the expense of the public an armament was 
preparing for the purpose of transporting Ovando 
to Hispaniola, on a scale of magnitude hitherto 
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mdcROwn i& ibe fureceding expeditions to the tame 
dettifiatkni* TlurtT-two sbipe were ready, which 
wwn to oonrey no lew than two thousand fire 
hundred pemons, all intending to settle in the co- 
lony* Many adrentnrers of rank, bnt of needy 
fartanesy and many yonnger sens o€ good families, 
bnt of equally sknder means, readily joined this 
expedition in the sangmne kopes of bettering their 
ooaditions. Heman Cortes was of the number. 
Yet, when Otando jet ont lor Hispaniok, in 
1502, bis yoimg Uasman waa prsvented from 
joining him by a firtal md unexpected aeddent. 
The i»edileotion of Cortes for amorous in^gue, 
upon this oeeaaion, pioved to be the means of 
thwarting bis intentions with regard to the profes- 
m» of arms. 

Heman Covtes, tbougb not more than seventeen 
jetsn of age^ had already signalixed himself so much 
for his gallantry, that the fears of bis father for the 
l| consequences were sensibly excited, and the old 
I man laboured incessantly to expedite the departure 
gj of his son from Medeflin. At this time young Cor* 
el tes was deeply engaged in an amour with a lady 
ij of that town. One dark nigbt previous to the sail- 
i ing of the expedition, as be was attempting to gain 
] the bedchamber of bis mistress, and scrambling 
Y over an old wall to reacb the window, just as he- 
\ had attained the top the tottering ruin suddenly 
^ gave way, and he was precipitated to the ground. 
^ The fall was so extremely severe, and he was so 
)i! dreadfully bruised by the accident, that he was ren- 
d dered totally unfit for the intended voyage.^ 
as This untoward event was a source of great dis- 
io • 
to ■ "♦ Ch>maxa, thron. 
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appointment to the sufferer, no less than of poig- 
nant sorrow to his father, who saw for the secosNi 
time the prospects of his^on blighted, and inward- 
ly deplored omens which seemed to him to predict 
no good to his future destiny. The recovery of 
the youth, meantime, was painful and slow ; but 
though this accident was at once a' striking lesson, 
send a severe chastisement, it did not contribute to 
an amendment, for the passions of. young Cortin 
remained as violent as ever. - Don Martin- onco 
more turned his thoughts towards Ovando, who 
was now settled in his government,- and hefotmd 
it not difficult again to direct the ardent imagina- 
tion of his son towards that object with which it 
had been formeriy so powerfully struck. ' , 

Cortes at length departed from Medellin, and. 
landed, without accident, at Santo Domingo, in the 
year 1504. His reception was such as would have- 
satisfied . the most aspiring. Ovando welcomed, 
him like a son, and lost no occasion of testifying. 
ihe interest he felt in his advancement, employing 
him in various stations both of distinction and 
emolument.* But the fervent mind and towering 
ambition of Cortes was scarcely, content with a 
degree. of prosperity which would have cpinpleted 
the desires of many. .He sighed;for extraordinary, 
excitement and perilous adventure.' His military, 
tastes were not sufficiently indulged at Hispaniola, 
nor had his powers a field wide enough for dis- 
play. Though in the enjoyment of fortune, Cor- 
tes was impatient, and even discontented with his. 
destiny. ^ 

A circumstance now took place, which was cal- 
culated in no ordinary degree to arouse all the 
ambition and enterprise of the CQlonists at Hispa- 
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iu<^a. - Such was the projected expedition of Oje- 
da and Nicuesa for the purpose of making dUco- 
Teries, achiieving conquests, and estahlishing set- 
tleinents in the mainland of America. Don Diego 
•Coinmbus had sacceeded Orando in the govern- 
ment of Hlspaniola, and it is not improbable that 
this occitrrencey: no less than the enterprising cha- 
racter; of Cortes, induced the latter to add his 
.name to the list of ikdventurers, some of whom, 
jBuch as Nunez de Balboa and Francis Pizarroy 
were destined' to become so celebrated at a future 
period. The expedition of Ojeda and his compa- 
nion proyed, howeyery most disastrous to the Spa- 
niards, who. met with ferocious and warlike tribes, 
making a decided opposition both to.friendly oyer- 
turea and hostile attempts. They were^ beside^, 
aasailed'with a variety of cidanulieB ; but, howeyer 
strange it u\ay appear, Hernan Cortes was for the 
third :^ time prevented from- following his inclina- 
tion. He was suddenly taken ill before tbe fleet 
set sail, and^ compelled to remain at Hispaniola, 
under the influence of a long and tedious malady. 
It would seem that the good, fortune of Cortes 
agj^io interposed in his behalf, in order to preserve 
his life for. future glory. * ' 

Had he made one of that fatal expedition, he 
might have shared the melancholy fate of his com- 
.panions, of whom almost all perished in the space 
of one year, exposed to constant dangers that led 
to no result, and enduring hardships without the 
prospect of reward. Indeed, the only advantage 
attendant on this expedition was the settlement 
of a small and feeble colony on the Gulf of Da- 
rien, by Vasco Nunez de Balboa, whom fortune 
bad marked out for greater and more prosperous 
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enterprises in the seqtieL Hernan Cortes, on pei^- 
eeiving the ill success of the undertaking of Ojedm 
and Nicuesa, seemed reconciled to diat accident 
which had prevented him from encountering dan* 
gers without glory, and sufferings without recom* 
pense. Still his ardent spirit kept him in con- 
stant excitement ; and among all the foolish pro- 
jects Gi disGOY^ and conquest devked hy the 
young colonists at Hispaniola, none appeared to 
him too extravagant or too difficult. At length, 
in the year 1511, Don Diego Columhus having 
proposed the suhjeclion of the island of Cuha^ the 
project was loudly applauded and eagerly -adopt- 
ed, not only hy needy and reckless adventttrer% 
hut by several persons of note and property in the 
colony. 

The command of the armament fitted out fat 
this purpose was intrusted to Diego Yeksques^ 
a chief who, having resided long at Kispaaioltt, 
had acqxdred great property and consid^ation> and 
enjoyed an honourable character for justice and 
discretion. Hernan Cortes eagerly embarked iti 
this undertaking, and was so fortunate as to ob> 
tain the station of joint secretary, tnth Andres d6 
Duero, to Velazquez. The reputation which lie 
had already acquired for abilities, added, no doubt, 
to his talents for intrigue, paved the way to that 
post, which was the foundation-stone of his subse- 
quent splendid and most extraordinary career. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Conquest of the Island of Cuba^ and Sitnaiion 

of Cortes, 

• 

PfiBHAps none of the Spanish conqaests ia the 
New Wwld was effected with greater facility than 
that of the extensive island of Cuha. It will ap- 
pear singular that when, in Noyember 151 1, Diqgo 
Velazquez arrived on the coast of an island seven 
hundred miles ia length, and containing a vast po- 
pulatiouy the whole of the armament fitted out for 
its redaction amoonted only to three hundred men, 
— 4nd more singular still, that so slender a force 
should have achieved the enterprise. But the 
natives of Cuba were not a warlike race, nor had 
they made any preparations for resisting an inva- 
sion; indeed, the only opposition which checked 
the progress of the Spaniards was made by the 
Cazique Hatuey, who had established himself at 
the eastern extremity of the island after being 
driven from Hispaniola. This chief made a gal« 
lant resistance, first opposing the landing of Ve- 
lazquez, and then sheltering himself in the forests, 
where he alternately annoyed and was hunted by 
the enemy. But, despite of his e£forts, the con- 
quest of tbe island was soon effected, and the co- 
lony of St lago and others established. The volun- 
tary aid which Pamphilo Nacvaez brought from 

c ^ 
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Jamaicft formed a remarkable feature in this con-' 
quest. It procured for him the second post in the 
expedition, as well as a principal share of glory, oi 
^hich, indeed, Heman Cortes greatly partook. 

The insinuatmg manners and excellent abili-' 
ties of young Cortes renctered him particularly 
acceptable to Velazquez. Being himself possessed 
of great prudence, together with no ordinary ta^ 
lents, he was the more |pr«tiffed wfaeft he beheld 
those qualities in aaoth^, allied to the fire and 
daring courage of youth. Cortes also perceived 
the advantages of bis present station, and ami* 
duously devoted himself to the improvement of 
these advantagesi He carefully cultivated the 
friendship of Andres de Duero, who enjoyed the 
unbounded confidence and regard of the Governor, 
and he made the most efficient use of his natural 
endowments for the furtherance of his ambitiow 
views. But unfortunately it would appear, that 
the able exertions of his mind were constantly to 
be thwarted by the impetuosity of his temper. A 
singular anomaly appeared to exist in his charac*' 
ter. A master of profound policy, end well ac- 
quainted with the secret of rending the hearts of 
men, he not unfreqttently overturned, by one rash 
deed, the fruit of his greatest effints. A number 
of the settlers at St lago resolved to lay some 
grievances before Don Diego Columbus, in re» 
gard to Velazquez ; and Heman Cortes, both for 
his intrepidity and sagacity, was chosen to be the 
bearer of this complaint — a task of no small peril, 
es he would be obliged to pass over to Hispimiola 
hi a canoe.* This iigudicious step in his secretary 

f Henerft) Dee. 
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nade ft ¥ow to iaiiet th« |MDUBlmMiit of deftlh «i 
^ dolkiqiient. Cortes, howerir, loet bo time b 
prondififf for Ms secmity* He eneeeeded in es» 
eq»ag mmi the hands of Aoee who bad orden 
to aiMit him, and took tanctoarf In the chnreb. 
Hore'he reaohned to i^main until Andrea de Dnero 
and hia other friends conld interaede with the Go^ 
tttnor in bis behalf, and induce hsn to pardon 
his late conduct. Bnt the inrindble inclination of 
Cortes to intrigne came again to increase his diffi^ 
cttlties, and in^ve him in more imminent dangers. 
He had succeeded in insinnathig himself into the 
affections of a yonng maiden of good family, call- 
ed Do&a Catalina Suores de pMbeco. She dwelt, 
nnfortnnalely, eontignons to the church, A circnm- 
atance which facilitated, to Ihe concealed CorteS, 
the opportnnity of holding clandestine interfiews 
with hia mistress. Bnt those who were snitons 
for his captore were on the alert, and only await- 
ed an opportunity of araOing themselres of his 
imprudence* 

One night, haiing left his sanctna^, in the full 
eon€dence that he was unobeerred, and far from 
Ae reach of danger^ he proceeded to an assigna- 
tion, when he found himself suddenly seiased by 
the beck, and unable to make any resistance. He 
was legally arrested by one of the alguacils of the 
colony, called Escndero, a person whom he after- 
wards caused to be executed in New Spain, for 
sedition. Cortes was immediately cast into prison ; 
but hisseelming repentance BAd becoming deport- 
ment, added to the generosity of the Governor, pro* 
cured his pardon and release, and having married 
Dona Catalina soen afte% «poA the birth of a son 
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lie lequQSted ^he.Goreraor to stlmd godrfather, « 
feydnr with which Velazquez readily complied. A 
sincere and petfect reconciliation appeared again to 
have taken place, bnt thoagh the Governor beba* 
red towards Cortes with aU poi^Bible kindness; h« 
could never be persuaded to reinstate him in; his 
former office. From this moment Cortes con- 
ducted himself with the most refined policy.' He 
affected as much humility, ad zeal for the afbiri ^ 
his patron, and used his utmost endeavour to ren- 
der himself agreeable to him. 

In the year 1517 Hernandez de Cordova, ha- 
ving left Cuba with a small expedition, under the 
sanction and authority of the Governor, discovered^ 
in the beginning of March, the eastern cape ' of 
Yucatan. Though this expedition was attended 
with melancholy effects— the greater portion of the 
soldiers, with their commander, having fallen vic- 
tims to their bravery, and the hardships they sus- 
tained — still, from the accounts he received of the 
land, Velazquez was encouraged to fit out another 
and more powerful expedition, in order to achieve 
what the former had only commenced. He ap- 
pointed Juan de Grijalva to command this new ar^ 
mament, which was composed of four vessels, con- 
taining two hundred and fifty men,* among whom 
were Pedro de Alvarado and Francisco de Mont^- 
jo, who afterwards became much better known as 
officers under Hernan Cortes. After having dis- 
covered the island of Cozumel, the Spaniards 
coasted along the shore of Yucatan, and carried 
on a small commerce with the natives, exchanging 
little European trifles for the metal they so 
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aaxlottdf seftrefaed after^ sad tbe food which they 
reqoiredfc Landing at last on the island of Si 
Juan de Ulua, the Mexican goremors of the ter* 
riteries on diose coasts were so astonished at the 
appearance of beinffs, whose aspect, figure, and 
weapons, were so different from their own, that 
they iatmedifttely eOnyeyed intelligence to Monte^ 
mina, 4»f liie strange oqecis that bad so deeply 
Sizcited their wonder. 

M<mte0tt)iia goremed ot«f a vasty popntons, and 
rich empire. IHie information sent him regarding 
diese singular visitors perplexed his mind, and 
Inspired him with ommons apprehensn<me. From 
that mmnent, until the arrival of the Spaiiiards in 
his capital, he remakied in a constant state of dis* 
quietude, which was abundantly fed by a ready 
belief in some old traditions, and in some strange 
prophecies. Meanwhile, the Spwiiards remained 
several ^yn at St Juan de Ulna, daring which 
time they succeeded in procuring a considerable 
quantity of gold,* and Qrijalva felt more assured 
that the coast near the island was a continents 
This discovery highly flattered his expectations; but 
as his means were totally inadequate to prosecute 
for the present any very hazardous enterprise, he 
pradently resolved to require assistance ffom Cu^ 
Da before attempting to push his discoveries far- 
ther. He was tne more confirmed in this resolu- 
tion by his followers, now greatly reduced by dis« 
ease, being too small in number to establish a eo* 
lony, which was his paramount desire. 

G^jsilva accordingly dispatched Alvarado back 
to Cnba, with a fidthfnl aeeoum of what had 

•B»Dlac 
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taken place 'fiinee his departure from that islimdy 
Bending along with him specimens of the ' gold 
which they had already obtained, and. instructing 
him to demand a competent reinforcement to ena- 
ble the expedition to prosecute their, course. Af- 
ter this Grijal?a pursued his. discoveries about the 
province of Panuco, which they found covered 
with populous towns, at the distance of three 
leagues from the coast.* ... 

Meanwhile, Diego Velazquez had remained in 
a state of the utmost anxiety since the moment 
that the expedition had departed from Cuba. He 
apprehended that the second armament would not 
be productive of more fortunate resnlts than the 
one commanded by Cordova. His fears became 
at length so. perplexing and tormenting, that in 
the persuasion that Grijalva and his men might 
have perished, he resolved to send a vessel to as- 
certain their fate. This ship he gave to Christoval 
de Olid, afterwards one of the principal actors in 
the conquest of Mexico. But Olid, after sailing 
some time in the tract of his companions, had his 
vessel so buffeted and disabled by the weather, 
that he was compelled to return to Cuba, without 
being able to carry any intelligence to the Gover« 
nor. This disappointment increased the uneasiness 
of Velazquez, and he remained undecided what 
course to adopt, when he was fortunately relieved 
from all his solicitude by the arrival of Pedro de 
Alvarado. 

This o£Gicer gave the most glowing descriptions 
of the country which Grijalva had discovered, and 
the gold which he produced appeared as an incon-t 

• B. V'mu 
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testible corroboratire to his nMertions. He was 
accordingly received by the Governor as the bear- 
er of the most joyful tidings^* and treated with 
such consideration and respect as indicated the 
value set upon his intelligence. The ambition and 
avarice of Diego de Velazquez were now extraor- 
dinarily excited. The exaggerated reports concem- 
bg the wealthy country newly discovered extend- 
ed rapidly through the island, and aroused the 
Spaniards, who, in that adventurous age, required 
but little stimulus to awaken the wildest hopes, 
and inspire them with notions of the most singular 
nndertflddngs. None, perhaps, was more powerful- 
ly actuated by these sentiments than Heman Cor- 
tes, who saw that forttme had at length brought 
forward a proper field for the full exertion of his 
powers, and the gratification ^of his towering am- 
bition. Latterly he had been extremely assiduous 
in endeavouring" to remove the impression of his 
former disagreements with the Governor, and he 
had every reason to suppose that Velazquez enter- 
tained nothing but a friendly feeling towards him. 
Meantime the reports brought by Alvarado, of 
the discovery made by Grijalva of a new conti- 
nent, transported the Governor of Cuba with un- 
bounded joy. He immediately sent messengers 
to Spain with this important intelligence, whilst 
he himself devoted his whole attention to the fit- 
ting out of an armament competent for the con- 
quest, which was at once to satisfy his avarice and 
ambition. The preparations were carried on with 
great activity, nor was it a difficult task to find a 
sufficient number of adventurers willing to enrol 

•B.DiM. 
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ifaemtelyes in the expedition. The choice of a 
Gommander> boweYer, to conduct bo mighty an 
undertakings demanded more care, and excited 
deep solicitude in Uie mind of the Goyemor, JQ» 
knew that the success of the .e&terpriiQr mid^ 
^^dep^ftdfid npon the election, and he was aiudoua 
^ intrust the command to one whose aluliuea 
were equal to his courege* Bat» at the same time» 
be dreaded those requisites which he thought in- 
dispensable, bis natural jealousy sugges^g that 
the possessor of them might be induced to act ]».« 
dependent of bis antbority, as soon aa be was no 
longer under bis obsenranoe and control. 

Sereral chiefs were pointed QJit to the choice 
of 3^1azquez. Some represented Vasco Porcallo, 
ITperson of high rank, and a relation of the Count 
de Feria, as the most fit for the occasion^ whilst 
the soldiers were inclined to have Grijalva for 
their leader. The fears and jealousies of Velaz* 
quez made him reject both candidates. His own 
relations, Augostin Bermudez and Bernardino Ve- 
lazquez^ were next considered as likely to obtain 
the nomination. But the Governor still continued 
in bis irresolute frame of mind. The decisive 
cast of the destiny of Cortes was at length arrived. 
The two persons who possessed the entire confix 
dence of Velazquez, as well as the greatest influ- 
ence in bis councils, were the royid treasurer of 
Cuba, A^&dor de Lares, and ^ndres dm .Dnego, 
bis own sdcretsry. These individuals Cortes had, 
by bis insinuating manner, completely won over to 
bis interest, and be now sedulously endeavoured 
to strengthen this favourable impression* . He en^ 
tered into a secret compact witn these confiden- 
tial officers of the Geremor; by which be agreed 
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tobestavrnfMQ them a splendid e^ioliiiiifiQt from 

the undertaking, should they succeed ift pcocunng 
for him the command of the expedition.* 

The friends of Cortes lost no time in recom- 
lyiflndipg him to Velazqucz, with all the ardonr and 
assiduity wEic h at t achme nt for the candidate, as 
well as personal interest, could suggest. The Go- 
vernor listened to their proposal with apparent sa- 
tisfaction, and seemed to he convinced hy the 
truth of their arguments. Indeed, the actual si- 
tuation of Cortes was most favourable to the fur- 
therance of his views. He had hitherto acted in a 
dependent capacity, which was not calculated to 
excite the jealous fears of Velazquez ; whilst, on 
the other hand Jhe possessed that intrepidity, and 
those talents, which the Governor considered indis- 
pensable in a commander^ He had shown, on seve- 
ral occasions, that he was endowed with qualities 
designed by nature to raise the most sanguine ex* 
pectations. Besides, his character and temper had 
been settled an4. subdued. The turbulent fire, of 
youth had softene'd-iBta.a chastened and well-re<- 
gulated ardooci^d^his splendid, though wayward^ 
mind had been corrected and improved by thought. 
His antigan.ce had subsided into a frank military 
boldness, and the feBourees of his powerful intellect 
were rapidly maturing and ready to yield fruit. To 
the se attributes (if A great man, he added all those 
physical advantages so conducive successfully to 
promote the plans of a master-mind and of an in- 
trepid heart. Hn wrngj { lAgiflAB j a gfinP"^^ fi ^iiritA 

among the ^(ggwfe ^^hose re^rd he haS^'^trMi 
by hTrmsuiners^ witr&iid trauk and^encnrar di«- 
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positioti) at thd vbxm time that hto naiit excited 
tbeir approbation. 

Velazquez flattered himself that he had at length 
found the individual he had so anxiously sought 
after. Cortes possessed neither sufficient mnk, 
property, nor influence, to aim at independence ; 
and there were, besides, other circtitnstances that 
would bind him to the interests of the Governor. 
The quarrels between him and Cortes had hap« 
pily terminated after the maniage of the latter, 
and Velaequez, since that period^ had lost no op- 
portunity of showing his good-will and friendly 
disposition. This circumstance, as well as the im« 
portance of the post to which Cortes would be 
elevated, in preference to other candidates of 
higher rank and superior pretensions, would bind 
that chief by indissoluble ties of gratitude and re* 
spect. The nomfnation^-oiXortes was aMeagth 
rendered public, and inducemrats Jbield out to those 
who might feel inclined to join the expedition. In 
a. short time about three hundred volunteers en* 
listed at St Ii^, among whom were Diego de 
Ordaz, Francisco de Morla, Escobar, and Bemal 
Dias del Castillo, the historian of the conquest of 
Mexico. 

But the spirit of cabal soon began to work, to 
overturn thejortune of Cortes. The relations of 
Velazquez losfnotime, and neglected no manoeu* 
vre, tojdepict him in unfavourable colours, and 
to persuade the XJovemor to revokcMs commis* 
aion ; but he persisted in his intention, though his 
suspicious heart began to harbour incipient doubts. 
The vigilance of Cortes, however, was proportion- 
ate to the danger which seemed to threaten his 
prospects. Faithfully informed; by Lares and 
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Duero, of the efforts of his rivals, he quickly ap- 
plied himself to haffle their machinations. To this 
effect he disposed his affairs with such uncommon 
activity, that before the poison which his enemies 
poured into the ear of Velazquez had time com- 
pletely to operate, every thing was ready for his 
departure. He then bad a long conference with 
the Governor, who accompanied him ^the next 
morning to the vessel ; where they took leave of 
each pther with mutual profemons of firiBodsliip 
and regard,* and Cortas set sail from St lago on 
the 18th of November, 1519. 

* B-Piaau 
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CHAPTER IIL 



Departure of the Expedition for the Conquest of 

New Spain, 

The departure of Cortes served bat to increase 
the suspicions of Velazquez, and his jealous fears 
were soon wrought to a painful excitation, notwith- 
standing the apparent cordiality which had mark- 
ed the last meeting between the Governor and his 
general. The rank seeds of doubt and envy, which 
had been already sown in the breast of the former, 
were brought to maturity long before their proper 
season. The precautions which Velazquez had 
taken to secure the success of his speculations now 
appeared to him totally inadequate to the dan- 
ger by which they were threatened. Under the 
specious pretence of supplying Cortes with a com- 
panion of great prudence and abilities, he had 
caused Diego de Ordaz to be enrolled in the expe- 
dition, but with secret injunctions to keep a strict 
watch over its commander, and transmit a faith- 
ful account of all his operations. This expedient, 
however, was now insufficient to soothe the agi- 
tation of Velazquez. With the sentiments natu- 
ral to captious and subtle minds, he considered 
that even the fidelity of his own creature might be 
shaken as soon as he was free from observation, 
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or expoiad to the tlOm^mmtBoftL more'promidng 
reward. 

But the aoxiety eooBeqiieiit oa such perplexing 
thoughta wa» further heightened hy the asaiduous 
i^ machinations of the enemies of Cortes* Those 
who had heen disappouited in their expectations of 
being named to the command ci the armament^ 
and more specially die relatives of the Govennnry 
lost no occasion of arousing those fears which they 
pereeived he was hut too well disposed to eater«< 
tain. They represented Cortes as a man medi- 
tating to shake off his dq>endence on his chief, so 
soon as a fit occasion should offer. To arguments 
and deductions which hore a strcmg appearance of 
truth, other resources were added of a more ex»- 
ivaordinary nature. The powerful engine of su- 
perstitiou was called up to second the effect of 
human reasoning, and the heated fancy of the Go- 
wemar received the suggestions of the former with 
the same facility that his jealous disposition list* 
eued to the latter. One Juan Millian, a sort of 
enthusiast, professing to he deeply versed in the 
mjrsteries oif astrology, was employed hy the ene- 
mies of Cortes to woik upon the crsdi^ity of Ve- 
haqaes^ The onunous predictionf[. issued hy Uie 
soothsayer, completed what the 'jealousy ^ the 
Governor had already begun, and he fwrmed the 
resolution of recalling Heman Cortes from the 
'tsommand of the expedition. 

Aetmg upon this idea, he immediately sent mes- 
sengers to Trinidad, a small settlement in the is- 
land to which the armament had proeeeded. These 
messengers carried the most rigid orders to Fran- 
dseo Verimge, die chief maginlnrte of the place, 
directing him to depriveCerteii of his commission, 
and appoittting Yasoe PofeaUo to succeed him in 

j>2 
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his charge. Similar instractions were also sent to 
Diego de Ordaz and Francisco de Morla, and 
every step was taken to ensure the success of the 
Governor's wishes. Fortunatelyfor Cortes, amongst 
the many enemies who strove to prejudice Ve- 
lazquez against him, he could count on two zeal- 
cms and very powerful fnends to support his cause. 
Accordingly, he received secret intelligence from 
Lares and Duero of the several intrigues in pro- 
gress a^inst him, and Cortes immediately took 
measures to render them harmless. He exerted 
all his endeavours to hring over to his interests 
those men whom he knew were most strongly 
attached to Velazquez. The consciousness of his 
abilities, aided by dazzling promises, succeeded 
in seducing Ordaz from his former employer ; and, 
by singular good fortune, the very person on whom 
the Governor principally confided for the defence 
of his interest, was the most strenuous in suppofft* 
ing the claims of his rival. 

Ordaz represented to Verdugo the great daog^ 
of attempting to enforce the commands of the Go- 
vernor in the actual posture of afijadrs.* Cortes 
had so fully won the affections of his followecsy 
that any attempt to deprive them of a commander 
whose conduct they cherished^ and on whose ta- 
lents they confided, could only be attended with 
very doubtful results. Whether intimidated by 
fear, or bribed into consent, the magistrate of 
Trinidad neglected to enforce the commands of 
the Governor ; whilst, on the other hand, Corte8» 
even when he was actually defying the power of 
Velazquez, wrote to assure him of an entire de* 
pendence on bis authority. Cortes then set sail 

" B.Diaz. 
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for the HaTftoa without further molestation. On his 
arriTal in this settlement, the commander devoted 
himself assidaoosly to the task of raising troops, 
as well as completing the stores and provisions 
necessary to carry on so daring an expedition. The 
spirit of ad venture that inflamed the Spaniards at 
that period effectually seconded his exertions. He 
was immediately joined hy Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
Francisco de Montejo, Diego de Soto, and other 
persons of note, whilst various volunteers of lesser 
importance daily flocked to his standard. 

The provisions, as well as the arms, were care- 
fully inspected hy Cortes, and as cotton was a 
cheap article in the place, he provided his soldiers 
with strong quilted jackets. His activity was. such 
as befitted the occasion. He clearly foresaw that 
Velassquez would not be satisfied with the single 
attempt which he had made to deprive him of 
command, but that others still more vigwous 
would be essayed by the suspicions Governor. It 
was bis anxious desire, therefore, to set sail with 
^e utmost expedition, but this event was indis- 
pensably delayed by the cares necessary to the 
equipment of his fleet and army. What he had 
anticipated was not long in taking place. Velaz- 
quez, enraged against Y erdugo for having neglect- 
ed the instructions sent to him, and now convin- 
ced that he could repose no trust in Cortes, deter- 
mined to make a more vigorous attempt to divest 
1»m of power. He accordingly dispatched a per- 
aon of confidence to the Havana, with secret in- 
stmetions to Pedro Barba, who commanded that 
settlement. By these he gave full powers to hb 
Heutanant to arrest Cortes, without further cere- 
^* m(my, to send him under a strong escort to St 
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lago^ and to delay the departure of tbe «xpeditio|i 
until future notice. To the injunctions forw^ded 
to Barba, he added equally peremptory commands 
to tbe principal ojSicers, charging them to lend their 
aid in executing the orders sent to the GoveriM^r 
of the Hayana. 

A timely announcement of thi« new danger 
gave Cortes the means to avert it. Bartholomew da 
OlmedO) the chaplain of the armament> received 
secret intelligence from.a monk of his order of the 
plan in contemplation; and Cortes, duly ^piised 
of his peril, lost no time in adopting a line of con- 
duct suitable to the occasion. Amongst his pria** 
cipal officers, tliere were two on whom he might 
justly found suspicion. These were Velazquez 
de Leon, on account of his near relationship to 
the Governor, and Diego de Ordaz, who, notwitl^ 
standing his behaviour at Trinidad, had lately af* 
lorded symptoms of a wavering disposition, if U9t 
of a secret wish to favour the designs of his formw 
chief. The first of these, a young man of ardent 
spirit and a frank open character, Cortes easily 
succeeded in gaining to his party, by depicting^ 
in vivid colours, the ^ory to be gained by the e^ 
pedition, and the difficulties wlu«h might kt^ 
thrown in their way by procra8tinati4ML. Inde#dy 
the commajnder had worked so succe^fuUy on the 
imagination, and won so entirely on the affiaetions, 
of tbe yoimg officer, that he becauie afterwardf one 
of his most devoted adherents. With regard to 
Ordaz, he had him carefully removed from bi» sidi^ 
under pret^juce of sending him to Gjjmiigmmi^ 
near Cape Antonio, to procure a fresh supply of 
provisions neoeeiary for the Foyage, 

Pedi'o Barba wm «<piUy remiss m wecitiaiig 
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the Goyernor^s orders, as Verdago had been pre- 
rionsly at Trinidad. He contented himself with 
writing to Velazquez, that the fulfilment of his 
instructions could not be attempted without im- 
minent danger of a revolt from the people oyer 
whom he held power. Such an assertion, howeyer, 
was not devoid of truth. The masterly policy of 
Cortes had paved the way to complete success. 
Immediately upon the departure of Ordaz, he 
assembled his troops, and with the natural elo- 
quence of which he was master, he explained to 
them the jealous views of Velazquez, and his un- 
just endeavours to deprive him of command with- 
out foundation. He further dwelt on the impolicy 
of delaying the expedition, when they were all so 
zealous and eager for the enterprise. Both officers 
and soldiers felt indignant at this exposure of the 
Governor's intentions ; they were all impatient to 
set out on an undertaking which was to crown 
them with laurels, and satisfy their cravings after 
wealth. They had, besides, spent all their pro- 
perty in equipping themselves for the expedition, 
and any unnecessary procrastination was to them 
a source of disappointment and mortification. 
These motives, added to their devoted attachment 
to Cortes,' which he had succeeded in creating 
by his winning manners, and the consciousness 
of his capability for command, induced the troops, 
with one accord, to call on him not to abandon his 
post, for they would confidently follow under his 
guidance, and venture their lives in support of his 
authority. 

Cortes gladly complied with a request so- eon- 
sonant with his wishes, and which he had himself 



SO ardently laboured to bring about. He deelajred 
hia raadmesa to conduct them immediately to the 
conquest of that rich country which was to con- 
fer lasting glory on their valour, and recompense 
their labours with the prompt enjoyment of wealtb* 
And he further took a solemn oath never to aban- 
don a gallant army which had now afforded ao 
striking an instance of firmness and attachment. 
These promises were greeted by the soldiers with 
transports of i^plause and joy, not unmixed with 
threats against the secret enemies of their general. 
Confident in the fidelity of his troops, Cortes was, 
nevertheless, inclined to keep up a show of de- 
ference towards the Governor; and to this intent 
he again wrote to Velazquez, givmg him the 
strongest assurances of devotion to his service and 
dependence on his will. He further added, that 
it was his intention to sail on the following day# 
The preparations were now concluded, and no- 
thing appeared to arrest the departure of the Ar- 
mament. Yet the extent of the arrangements boie 
no proportion to the magnitude of the enterprise 
for which they were undertaken* A faithful enu- 
meration of the forces, as well as of the supplies 
and military stores that composed this expedition, 
cannot but excite the feeling of wonder and 
astonishment, both as to the slender means of the 
adventurers, and the rashness of their undertaking. 
Though the armament bad been equipped by the 
combined exertions of every settlement in Cuba, 
though the Governor had expended what was then 
considered a great sum, and though every soldier, 
to the very last man, had laid out hii whole stock 
in his accoutrements, the expedition was conduct- 
ed on so narrow a scale as to appear incompatible 
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witb sny itibordiiuite specnlatioti, ittnch less 86 
mighty an achievement as the subjection of a vast 
empire. Eleven vessels, the largest of which was 
of a hundred tons, three of seventy^ and the rest 
open harks, constituted the whole of the fleet. 
They carried on board a hundred and nine mari- 
ners and mechanics, and five hundred and eight men 
of the land service, divided into eleven companies, 
according to tbe number of ships. But if the 
number of men was so surprisingly small, the re* 
sources by which they were to enect the conquest 
were still more incompetent. There were only 
sii[teen horsemen, thirty musketeers, and thirty- 
two cross-bowmen ; the artillery consisted of ten 
brass^field pieces and four falconets.* The rest of 
the troops were equipped with swords and spears 
nor did any one encumber himself with defensive 
armour, which, in such a climate, could not but 

Erove excessively inconvenient. In the absence, 
owever, of the usual means of defence then in 
practice, the deficiency was in some measure sup- 
plied by the quilted cotton-jackets, which appear- 
ed to be an adequate protection against the weapons 
of the Americans. 

Such was the extent of the means with which 
Heman Cortes and his companions thought them- 
selves enabled to achieve the conquest of a great 
empire — ^an empire more extensive in its territories 
than all the dominions of, [and subject to Spain, 
which was then the most powerful kingdom in 
Europe. History presents scarcely a more daring 
undertaking, and the imagination has difficulty to 
conceive what rational hopes of success the ad- 

^ B. Dia2 ; ^CUvigero. 
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yentorera conid entertain^ when embarkiag on an 
enterprise which bore rather the appearance of ex- 
travagant romance^ than the reasonable expectation 
of military exploit. 

Bat the passions which animated the Spaniards 
were as powerful as the stimulus by which they 
were put into motion. Each soldier considered 
himself as a hero, bound on his own account, and at 
his own^risk, for a conquest that was to crown all 
his most sanguine ezpectationa. Heman Cortes 
was viewed more in the light of a gallant com- 
panion, whose great abilities entitled him to ex- 
ercise over them a reasonable power necessary to 
the furtherance of the common good, than an ab- 
solute commander, enjoying despotic control, and 
whose caprice and faults might be screened from 
their comments. Nor did Cortes himself feel dis- 
satisfied with the position in which he stood with 
respect to his followers. He had a magnanimity 
of soul above the petty jealousies of vanity ; nor 
did he dislike a chivalrous spirit, which, in fact, 
gave him a more direct and absolute sway over 
his men ; for he knew that a skilful general ought 
to manage his soldiers more by the dictates of at- 
tachment, than by the suggestions of fear. The 
most distinguished warriors of all ages and coun- 
tries were remarkable for a kind of intimate fel- 
lowship which existed between them and their 
troops. Perhaps the greater portion of their suc- 
cess may be ascribed to this sentiment. It cer- 
tainly contributed materially to the extraordinary 
career of Napoleon. 

Besides, the whole circumstances connected 
with the conquest of the New World come array- 
ed in so singular a light, that the feeling of com- 
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paiwoiwhip between the leider and his foUowen 
was more desirable than in any other war. It was 
enthusiasm alone that coold impel the Spaniards to 
the bold attempt, as well as support their energies 
under the difficulties with which it was beset, and 
the labour by which it was surrounded. But the 
i^irit of enthusiasm was a component part of the 
Spanish adventurers. The interests of the Christ- 
ian religion dwelt strongly upon their imagination ; 
and, strange to say, their undertaking partook at 
once of the somewhat anomalous nature of a mi- 
litary expedition, and a mission for the propaga- 
tion of their faith. Perhaps Cortes himself was 
not completely exempt from some tincture of this 
feeling; at all events, he was not averse to en- 
courage it amongst his troops, as he considered it 
highly conducive to the success of his plans. In- 
deed, nothing could more efficiently aid and uige 
on the spirit of adventure and thirst of wealth with 
which each soldier was inflamed, than a thorough 
conviction of the sacredness of the cause in which 
they were engaged. 

Under this impression, Cortes had caused a rich 
standard of velvet, embroidered with gold, bearing 
the royal arms and a large cross, to be carried in 
the expedition. These colours were embellished 
with a Latin motto to this purport : — " Compaq 
nionSj let us follow the CrosSffor under this gui" 
dance we shall conquer" 

Such was the enthusiasm by which the Spaniards 
were actuated; and they accordingly ventured 
boldly into the enterprise, with the security arising 
from a firm confidence of success. Cortes ordered 
the eleven companies of soldiers, into which he 
had divided lus troops, to embark, and appointed 
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d captain to each of theiti. The naitted of these 
officers, most of whom hecame afterwards highly- 
conspicuous in the conquest of the New World, 
were Juan Velazquez deLeon, Pedro de Alvarado, 
Hernandez Portocarrero, Francisco de Montejo, 
ChristoYal de Olid, Juan de Escalante, Francisco 
de Morta, Francisco Salcedo, Juan Escohar, and 
Gnies Nortes. Cortes himself took the command 
of the Admiral; the skilful Alaminos he made 
chief pilot, and to Orozco, an experienced officer, 
he intrusted the direction of the artillery. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The Expedition touches at the Island of Cozumet, 
and arrives at Tabasco- 

Hernan Cortes set «ail on the 10th of fe- 
bnuuyy and bent his course to the uLuid of Co- 
zamel. He foand, howereri on his arriTal at the 
town, that it wns totally deserted* The approach 
of the armament had akrmed the inhabitants, and 
they fled precipitately into the inland country. 
The conduct of Alwado's company, which was 
the first that landed, was not calcnJated to dissipate 
the fears, or conciliate the affections, of these island- 
ers. The Spanish soldiers, in the spirit of coq- 
qnest, considered themselves entitled to lay hands 
on whatever they found desinible, and accordingly 
began to despoil an idol, that stood in a temple 
near the town* of yarions ornaments of gold. 
Cortes, aware of the ill effects which this rapad- 
ons disposition might prodace in the prosecution 
of his plans» and willing, on the other hand, to 
win the inhabitants by all possible means ere be 
had recourse to arms, severely reprimanded Al- 
varado for the behaviour of his company, set two 
or three prisoners at liberty, imd ordered an im- 
mediate restitution of the articles taken, 

ThMO €ozMili«tory neamee pr^dnaed the de« 
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sired effect. The inhabitants soon lost their appre- 
hensions, and mixed confidently with their visitors. 
But a more fortunate result occurred to Cortes 
from his touching at Coznmel. This was the acqui- 
sition of a Spaniard to his band, who, from a con- 
siderable residence among these Indians, had goin" 
ed a thorough knowledge of their language, and was, 
in the sequel, of essential service to the expedition 
in the capacity of interpreter. The frequent repe- 
tition of the word Castillano, by the inhabitants of 
Cozumel, convinced Cortes that some one of his 
countrymen was living in the island. He accord- 
ingly made the necessary enquiries, and was for- 
tunate enough to discover the person in question. 
When he came into the presence of Cortes, his 
appearance was so singular as to excite no small 
degree of surprise amongst the Spaniards. He 
was completely dark; his attire was composed 
of a few rags thrown slovenly over his shoulders 
and round his waist ; and in his deportment he bore 
a strong resemblance to the Indians. He carried 
a sort of paddle in his hand, and a small bundle 
on his back, in which, amongst other poor trifles, 
there was the remnant of a prayer-book. From 
want of practice he had; in a great measure, lost 
the usage of his native tongue, and in every re- 
spect he conducted himself like the inhabitants of 
the island. 

This man was not wanting, however, in a con- 
siderable share of shrewdness, as he proved in the 
sequel, by his services. He declared his name to 
be Geronimo de Aguilar, a native of Ecija, and 
to have received holy orders. It appeared that, 
eight years before, he had been wrecked while cm 
a voyage from Paritn to Hispaniola* He and bis 
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fdUowHrafibnen had «ndetnn»ed to Bkre ibaa* 
selres in a boat; but bad beea driyen on the 
coasty wbere they were made priioneTs by the na- 
tiFes of the coiuitry, and reduced to servitode. 
Many of these nnfortiuutes had been sacrificed^ 
and others had (NudiLVBderezGeBBirehiboiir. Agni- 
]ar, boweyer, thoi^h exposed to many perils, had 
been enabled to escape them all, and had remain- 
ed «yer since withacaasiyie, who treated him with 
sufficient leniency. Aguilar further stated, that 
of the whole crew driroi on the ooast, himself 
and another man, who had since identified himself 
with the Indians, and become one of their tribe, 
were the only persons now alive. 

On the 4th of March, CiHrtes left Cozumel and 
continued his voyage to the river Grijalva, or Ta- 
baaco. The inhabitaiKta of this f^iaee having for- 
vaerly shown much friendship towards Grijalva, 
Cortes proceeded dither in hopes of a similar 
reception, as w«ll as of a harvest of gold. His fiat- 
tering expectati(ms were, however, disappointed. 
No so(mer did he make his appearance before the 
town of Tabasco, than be found the disposition of 
the natives completely altered. Instead of friends 
xeady to wehMMue his am?al, he met with enemies 
prepared to impose his fvogress. Many canoes, 
filled with warriors, presooted themselves in hostile 
attitude, and near Uie town about twelve thousand 
man were assembled to cheek the invaders. The 
aspect of the natives indieatiBg determined enmi- 
ty, Cortes was greatly surpriaed at suob unex- 
pected demonstrations ; but it appeared that tlie 
Xidmscans had been reproached, by other neigh- 
bouring :tribea, for their amicable reception of Gri- 
jab»y«H)JM.baaiolii!MlatQijtoiadapti» my dif- 

b9 
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ferent ]ine of conduct with regard to fatare visi- 
tors. Cortes now clearly foresaw that be should foe 
compelled to have recourse to arms ; but desirous 
of employing every other means before he came to 
this last expedient, be requested, by the agency 
of Aguilar, an interview with their chiefs. This 
demand they peremptorily denied; nor did the 
threats which the Spanish general pronounced 
against them elicit other tokens than those of scorn 
and defiance. Cortes now attempted no further 
negotiation^ but continued his course up the river, 
resolved to disembark in the immediate vicinity of 
the town. This intention was soon perceived by 
the enemy, and they accordingly flocked to the 
spot where they suspected that a landing was 
contemplated. In a short time a vast multitude 
covered the banks of the river in that quarter, fill- 
ing the air with discordant shouts, and making an 
astounding noise with horns, trumpets, and drums. 
The attack commenced by a shower of arrows, 
and was closely followed up by a fierce rush of 
canoes full of warriors, who, with their lances 
and other weapons, vigorously opposed the land* 
ing of the Spaniards. A scene of promiscuous 
disorder ensued ; the invaders were compelled to 
force their way to the banks, fighting immersed to 
their waist in the water, and struggling desperate- 
ly through the mud. All this time they were 
assailed by the missiles and other weapons of Uieir 
enemies ; but the ardent spirit by which they weve 
animated, led them successfully through all diffi- 
culties. They at length gained the shore, and 
Cortes, placing himself at the head of his men, 
charged the foe with such violence that they were 
compelled tp reitreat He^ however^ did not think 
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it {Hiideiity consideriiig the exhausted state of bis 
soldiers, to pursae the natires farther into the 
cooatry. Fourteen Spaniards were wounded in 
this action. Cortes reviewed his troops, and ha- 
ving posted sentinels to prevent any surprise, re- 
solved to pass the night in a large court which 
contained three idols.* 

The news of the invasion soon spread through 
the country ; hut the Indians, far from being dis- 
couraged by a first defeat, made the most formid- 
able prepai*ation8 to repel the aggressors. Cortes, 
aware of the determined hostility of the inhabit- 
ants, now prepared to meet it with a suitable 
opposition. He ordered the horses to be brought 
on shore ; each of these he provided with breast- 
phites, and then distributed them amongst the best 
riders : of this small body of cavalry, thirteen in 
number, including the chief, Cortes took the com- 
mand in person. The infantry he intrusted to 
Diego and Ordaz, and the artillery to Mesa. He 
ordered those of his wounded men that could bear 
arms to follow, and having previously heard mass, 
he advanced in perfect confidence to the plain 
of Ceutla, where he understood the enemy had 
assembled. Their numbers covered the place, 
which rung with the din of their trumpets and 
drums ; their appearance being that of barbarian 
warriors. They wore feathers en their heads, and 
large shields to protect their bodies. Their wea- 
pons oMisisted of lances, two-handed swords or 
maces, bows, and slings ; and, to add to the terror 
of their appearance, they had daubed their faces 
with black and red«f 

• B. Diaz. t Il>'^* 



66 XJF£ OJt 

Cortes had made a detour with the horse^ with 
the double design of avoiding the ground, which 
was soft and marshy in that place, and of cutting 
off the retreat of the enemy, by gaining their rear* 
The infantry, meantime, reoeived gallantly the Erat 
discbarge of the enemy's arrows, hut which proved 
disastrous to the Spaniards, as they had seventy 
men wounded, and one killed.* The Indians fol- 
lowed up the attack with furious animosity, not- 
withstanding the destruction which the artillery 
wrought amongst their ranks. But the appear- 
ance of Cortes with the cavalry soon decided the 
fortune of the day. The Indians, intent on ha- 
rassing the enemy in front, did not perceive that 
chiefs arrival until he chaiged them vigorously in 
the rear. The ground was perfectly level and 
smooth^ so as effectually to second the operations 
of the horsemen, who now drove furiously through 
the enemy, bearing down all oppoaiticm before them^ 
The Indians were amazed at so unexpected and 
fatal ui attack, no less than at the extraordinary 
beings by whom it was effected. Their bewilder* 
ed fancy conceived both rider and horse to form 
ime strange and formidable monster, and, under 
this impression, they fled in the utmost dismay to 
the neighbouring woods and marshes. The rout 
was complete, no less than 800 Indians being slain^ 
whilst the dead on the other side amounted to no 
more than two. 

This severe blow, added to other skurmishea, in 
which they were uniformly defeated, broke down, 
the ferocity of the Indians, and made them wish 
for peace. They now were fui aiudous to psopi* 

« B. DJAz. 
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tiate the enemy, as they had preTiousIy been re- 
solnte in opposing their advance. Fifteen men, 
with their faces blackened in sign of .sorrow, and 
carrying a present of fowls, maize, and roasted fish, 
were immediately sent to Cortes. These were 
received by the Spanish chief with mnch kindness^ 
which circumstance emboldened thirty natives of 
note to appear on the following day, to ask permis- 
sion to bury their dead. This request was readily 
granted ; and, from that moment, the intercourse 
between the Spaniards and the Indians became 
free and uninterrupted. But the levity and in- 
constancy natural to ignorant and uncivilized men, 
made Cortes apprehend a renewal of hostilities 
from the very beings who appeared now so humble 
and submissive. As soon as the first feelings of 
astonishment should subside, or a new impulse to 
act present itself, the Indians might be induced to 
change their peaceful disposition with the same 
facility which had marked their former resolutions. 
But Cortes, with that clear, calm foresight of 
probable results which seldom forsook him in the 
course of his eventful career, resolved to avail 
himself of the present favourable juncture to 
strengthen the deference of the natives, by ad- 
dressing himself to their terrors. For this pur« 
pose, he spoke to them in an austere tone of 
voice, depicting in fearful colours the effects of 
his vengeance, should they be tempted to meditate 
any future treason or revolt. To illustrate his 
threats in a striking manner, he then caused a 
cannon to be fired, the awful explosion of which, 
together with its destructive effects on the adjoin* 
ing wood, filled them with terror and amazement. 
Their imaginations were now more forcibly struck 
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than wken they were absorbed in the heat of the 
battle, and accordingly, the impression which the 
aspect and power of those mortal engines made on 
their minds was deeper and more lasting. This 
first experiment was followed by another of equal 
tendency. The most spirited and best-trained 
horses were brought forward, and a series of ter- 
rific military eyolutions exhibited before the asto** 
nished Indians. These artifices answered fully 
the geneml's expectations. The natives looked 
on the Spaniards with a sort of reverential awe, and 
confessed themselves feudatory to their king. 

A friendly exchange of civilities now took place 
between the natives and their former enemies; 
presents were mutually given and returned, and a 
perfect understanding seemed firmly established 
between the parties. Among other things, the 
natives presented to their conquerors sundry arti- 
cles which bespoke great ingenuity. Such were 
various toys of gold made to resemble dogs, lizards, 
ducks, and other animals. A gift of twenty women 
was also bestowed on the Spaniards. This boon 
proved afterwards the most important, as among 
the females was she who became in the sequel so 
celebrated under the name ''of Dona Marina, and 
«o usefol in the conquest of the New World. She 
received baptism, together with her companions^ 
from the hands of Father Olmedo ; and as she waa 
destined to act so conspicuous a part in the expe- 
dition, and become justly renowned for her fidelity 
and important services, it will not, perhaps, b« 
amiss to give a rapid sketch of her somewhat sin* 
gular story, as well as a description of her person* 

Dona Marina was a female c^ high rank amongst 
hm eotoKtryineB ; and this was not controTer^ 
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by ber niftim^s, which were easy «ttd comnnrnd- 
ing, or her character, which was replete with qua- 
lifications superior to the uatires of the land. She 
possessed a quick and lively genius, a strong judg- 
ment, and a magnanimity which would hare done 
honour to the stoutest warrior. Her outward ap- 
pearance was in accordance with her rare ahilities. 
rTature had heen as partial in giving her the charma 
of person, as she had heen prodigal in endowing 
her mind with more lasting accomplishmenta. It 
would seem that she had heen formed to trace 
no ordinary career in the world ; and indeed the 
perils and adventures of her life were such as fully 
to justify the supposition. She was the daughter 
of a Cacique, or Prince, feudatory to the Emperor 
of Mexico. Unfortunately, her father died whilst 
she was yet an infant ; and her mother, marrying 
again, and having a son by her new husband. Dona 
Marina became an object of dislike. Her unna- 
tural parent determined to defraud her of her in- 
heritance in favour of her younger child, and to this 
effect, she gave her privately away to some mer- 
chants of ^callanco, at the same time circulating 
a report that she had died, and taking every step 
to give a colour to this assertion. The merchants 
to whom Dona Marina had been given, sold her in 
turn to one of the chiefs of Tabasco^ who, as it has 
been related, presented her afterwards to Cortes. 
A mutual attachment arose between the Spanish 
. general and this lovely slave. She became sincere- 
. ly, faithfully devoted to him, accompanied him in all 
his perils and adventures, and did the most im- 
portant services, not only to the chief, but to the 
Spanish cause in general. As she was perfectly 
acquunted with the Mexican language, as well as 
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with the Maja tongne, in which she convened 
with Agailar, a medium of intercourse was thos 
obtained between the Spaniards and the Mexicans, 
Tlascalans, and other nations of New Spain. Bat 
the natural quickness of Dona Marina soon ena- 
bled her to acquire a competent knowledge of the 
Castilian language, by which the circuitous mode 
of interpretation became unnecessary in the sequel, 
and the means of communication greatly facilitated 
and simplified. 

Butitwasnotonlyin the office of interpreter that 
Dona Marina was of service to her newly-adopted 
countrymen. She was acquainted with the man- 
ners, modes, and prejudices of the Americans, as 
well as conversant with their characters and dis- 
pdsitions. She was accordingly usefully employed 
in the various negotiations which took place, dis* 
covered premeditated treasons, and suggested the 
means of avoiding dangers. Cortes was not long 
in perceiving the value of such an acquisition. He 
knew that there was no being on whom man 
could repose a more implicit trust than in a female 
of intelligent mind and courageous heart, when 
that heart was bound by die ties of affection. The 
watch of female attachment was perhaps the most 
effectual guard he could place over his security— 
a security which, he was aware, could not but be 
often threatened in the hazardous enterprise on 
which he had embarked. 

Cortes remained a few days longer in Tabasco, 
which time he devoted to the care of tending the 
sick and wounded, as also to that of persuading 
the natives to persevere in their allegiance to 
their new master the King of Spain. The In- 
dians had no difficulty in making promises which 
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bore the aspect of sincerity. They evinced a 
willing readiness to perform whatever was re« 
qnired of them by the conquerors. They accord- 
ingly aided the Spaniards in erecting a large cross, 
made of the cieba tree, on the field of the recent 
battle. On Palm Sunday they attended in pro- 
cession to do homage to that symbol of the re- 
demption of man, and appeared converted to the 
Christian faith. After this ceremony there was 
nothing to detain Cortee at Tab$sco» and he there- 
fore issued orders that every thing should be in 
readiness for their departure* That same evening 
the Spaniards took a friendly leave of the natives, 
who reiterated their vows of fealty, and then em- 
barking, awaited for the morning to set sail for 
San Juan de Ulua, 



F 
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CHAPTER V, 



Interview with the Messengers of Montezuma^ ffe, 

' Cortes endeavoured to keep his course as 
much as possible to the shore, and arrived in the 
liarboiir of San Juan de Ulua about the begin- 
ning of April.* He had, however, scarcely cast 
anchor, and hoisted the standard of Spam, when 
he perceived two large canoes full of peiople' ma- 
king up to the fleet. Among these Indians there 
were two who seemed persons of note, and who 
came into the principal vessel, without any symp- 
toms either of fear or hostility. On the con- 
trary, they addressed Cortes apparently in a most 
firiendly manner, but in a language which Agni- 
lar could not understand. Dona Marina, how- 
ever, obviated the difficulty, by translating to 
the latter into the Maja tongue what the sta-angers 
spoke in the Mexican. These two persons, ap- 
peared to be the messengers from a chief, intrusted 
with the government of that province by a power- 
ful monarch whom they named Montezuma. 
They were commissioned to learn what were^the 
intentions that induced Cortes to visit their tibast, 
and at the same time to offer them any as^tance 

* Robertson./ B. Diaz Bays the 2l8t. 
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which might be necessary for the prosecution of 
his voyage. 

Cortes assured the deputies that he and his fol- 
lowers were duly grateful for their friendly offers, 
and that in coming amongst them they were solely 
actuated hy sentiments of peace and amity. He 
further informed them, that he was charged with a 
most important mission to their sorereign/ which 
he considered highly beneficial to their country. 
He then inyited them to take some refteslimentSy 
and sent them back to their employer with a. few 
trifitng presents of cut glass and other toys* cThe 
deputies, satisfied with this amicable ^ cecqitian» 
brought to their chief a faithful report of what 
they had observed ; and confident that the stran- 
gers were really guided by sentiments of anuty, 
the Indians made no sort of preparation to oppose 
their landing. On the contrary, when they per« 
cetved, on the following day, that the Spaniards 
were disembarking, they hastened to aid them in 
their operations with the utmost alacrity and g^ood 
wilh By this means Cortes was soon enabled to 
hind all his troops, horses, artillery, and ev^ 
other appendage of the expedition. He thea 
gave orders for constructing huts for the soldiers, 
and made the necessary arrangements to put the 
cantonment in a state of defence. Some of the 
friendly natives willingly proffered their assist- 
ance in these works, whilst others brought • to 
their new guests various supplies of bread, f^wls, 
and fimit. They further announced to Cortes, 
liiat the governor of the province would shortly 
wait upon him; an intelligence which the Spanish 
commander received with apparent satisfaction. 

Accordingly the next day, that personage, whose 
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name wis TflntcUile, accompanied by Quitlalpi- 
toe, another chief, entered the Spanbh camp^ 
attended by a nnmerons train. Cortes, sensible 
pf the importance which attached to these persons 
as ministers of a powerffd soYere^n, receired their 
"Visit with every possible mark of attention and 
»8pect. To the profound reverence which they 
made, he answered with a suitable retnm of civi<^ 
litiesy and invited them to partake of his meal. 
He then proceeded to inform the Mexicans, that 
his object in coming into their ooontry was to fol- 
iii an important mission intmsted to him by his 
piaster, Don Carlos, the greatest monarch of the 
aarth. He added, that the matters which he was 
to treat, and the propositions which be was to 
make to Montesnma, were of snch a nature as to 
exdttde the possibility of imparting them to any 
one but that Emperor himself. He therefore re» 
quested to be conducted to their master with t^ 
least possiUe delay* The Mexican chiefs were 
no less snrpfised than displeased at such a de* 
maud. They could scarcely conceal the painful 
emotion produced by the strai^^iar's words, and 
Teutchtile even ventured to express his soitim^its 
in a tone indk»tiye of haughtiness and displea- 
wire.* Blit these natural instigations of iKffended 
pride were pron^dy checked by other ccmsideni* 
tions. They knew that Montesiuna was averae 
to communicate with these strangera, whose firet 
appearance on the coast of his empire had filled 
him with the most tormenting apprehensions. But| 
on the other hand, they drraded to provoke, by 
an inconsiderate 0eal, the anger of the Spaniarde* 

*B.0iss. 
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Before tfaey used their endeavonni to disdoade 
CiMTtes from his intentions, they considered it 
wonld be highly pmdent to conciliate his good- 
will by a show of respect and generosity. 

They accordingly announced that they were 
beaiers of some presents which, in the name of 
Montezuma, they came to offer to the Spaniards. 
Teutchlile then ordered the gifts to be introduced 
with much parade and solemnity, and Cortes was . 
no less suprised than gratified at their inspection. 
They consisted of a considerable quantity of fine 
cotton garments, together with a profusion of 
plumes of different colours, wrought into a yariety 
of ornaments, and of sereral toys of gold, of a 
workmanship as ingenious as the materials were 
▼aluable. To these rich objects were added a 
great abundance of fowls, bread, and other articles 
of consumption. The Spaniards were highly plea- 
sed at the sight. Their thirst of wealth was ren- 
dered more keen, and their ardour for conquest 
received an additional stimulus. The sentiments 
which the rich display produced in their minds 
was indeed totally opposite to the wishes of Mon* 
teznma. Far from being satisfied with the offered 
gift, they longed to visit a land so favoured by 
nature, and to possess themselves of its tempting 
treasures. Cortes, however, resolved to preserve 
a friendly intercourse with the natives, and in re* 
turn for the presents brought by Teutchlile and 
Quitlalpitoc, he gave them several artificial dia- 
monds, a richly-carved arm-chair, and a crimson 
cap, (Nmamented with a golden medal of St George, 
requesting that these might be carried to Monte- 
zuma, as a token of the amicable sentiments of the 
Spanish king towards the Mexican emperor. He 

V 2 
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tben, in a -more perenptdiy lone, leiteratad Ui 
demand of being admitted to an interview with the 
latter, — a request which the Mexicans promiaed 
should be faithfully conveyed to Aea master. 

During these proceedinga spme painterly who 
attended tlie I«Niia& chiefias were tasily engaged 
ia transferring le pieces of fine white ootton, an 
accurate representalatm of the strange objects that 
called forth their wonder and surprise* • Not only 
the persons of Cortes and lis companions were 
faithfully delineated, but the ships, horses, artil- 
lery, and every ether object of novelty, found a 
pUce in these pictureSk The Spanish genial 
being informed that this xvcrk. was undertaken 
with a view of oonvej^iiig to Montezuma a lively 
representatiOii<'of the singular beings that visited 
his dominions, considered this a most favourable 
opportunity to impress thatemperer with a dread 
of the Spanish power. He accocdingly caused 
the trumpets to summon the troops to arms, — the 
soldiers formed immediately into battle array, and 
went through se^^ral military exercises with great 
skill and perfect discipline* The <^vidry were 
next called to exhibit iJieir strength and activity, 
-•^-and the epirited bearing of ^e hones, together 
with the wonderful ease and precision witib whidli 
iftie riders performed their dijBPerent evolutions^ 
filled the Mexicans with speediless amazement. 
But when the artillery sent forth its portentous 
explosion, their surprise was changed into teiror 
and dismay, — some fell with their feces to the 
ground, and others betook themselves to flight* 
Indeed, it was not without difB^iidty that &y 
regained their self-command, and that Cortea suc- 
ceeded in cahnmg their appfehenrioBS. The 
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piinten tlieii exercised their ingmvity m inrent^ 
ing new symbols to coiiTey an idea of the kst 
fettrfol scene to Montezuma. 

Whilst they were thus employed, Tevtehlile was 
stirack with the appearance of a helmet, which, he 
said, bore a strong lesemUanee to one which now 
adorned the head of HuitxUopoehtUy Uie god of 
war. He accordingly begged permission to present 
it to the Emperor, a desira with which Cortes rea- 
dily complied. The Mexicans now took leare of 
their guests, and retired from the camp, giving 
strong assonances that they would receire an an* 
Bwa* from Montezuma widi the utmost expedi- 
tion. These promises were not idly made. The 
Mexican empire was governed at the time with a 
strictness of police wii^ winch £ur<^ was unac* 
quainted at that period. Men were trained from 
their infancy to the office of couriers by a regular 
syBtem, so that they had acquimd from habit, as 
well as nature, a wonderful degree of shrewd* 
ness and agility. These men were posted at cer* 
taia interrals, along the principal roads of the em- 
pire, by which means they were enabled both to 
reMove each odier by mod^nte stages, and to con* 
fey t^e mt^ided intelligence with astonishing ra^ 
pidity; Upon lliis consideration, it ceases to he 
a wonder that the message and the presents of 
Cortes should be received at the capitd, which 
was tst a distance of 180 maies, and an answer re* 
turned to San Juan de Vhaoy within the space of 
a lew days. 

Montezuma was grealSy surprised at the infor- 
umtwrti brougjit to him hoih by means ^ the f*o* 
tures^ and the verbal accounts of his messengers. 
The presents sent by Cortes excited his curiosity ; 
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but there' wais one which produced the most me-^ 
lancholy feeling. The helmet which had attract- 
ed the attention of Tentchlile, failed not to create 
even a more powerful sensation in the bosom of 
his master. He looked, indeed, upon this fatal > 
token as a mysterious emblem of the approaching - 
end of his reign. These unfavourable surmises he- 
founded upon a tradition then current among the 
Mexican people. It was widely circulated, and 
generally believed, that Quetzalcoatl, the god of 
the air, had disappeared a long time since, but 
with a promise of returning after a certain period, 
when he was to assume the government of Mexi- 
co, and reign over its children in peace and tran- 
quillity. This tradition, combined with the first 
appearance of the Spaniards, in whom the Mexi- 
cans found some tokens of resemblance with their 
mythological notions of the god of the air, made 
them suppose that this deity was come to fulfil the 
ancient promise, and resume the government of 
the empire.* 

Such an impression could not but prove highly 
mortifying to Montezuma. His jealous fears were 
strongly excited, and he shrunk with repugnance 
from the meeting which Cortes had so earnestly 
requested. His answer was accordingly contra- 
ry to the wishes of the Spaniards ; but afraid, on 
the other hand, to inflame their anger, and awaken 
their revenge, he accompanied his denial with such 
magnificent presents, as might tend, in some de- 
gree, to lessen their disappointment and mollify 
their indignation. Scarcely had a week elapsed, 
when Teutchlile returned to the Spanish camp, 

* Clayigero. 
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aHmded by a trna. of a hwndiBd IndiaWy bear^ 
kig the presents teat by Monteennia. As tbey 
oaoie into the presence of Cortes, the d^vties 
from that Emperor tonched the earth with their 
fingers, and then kissed them, in sign of profound 
respect This done, they proceeded to exhibit 
the.gifb which tbey were commisstaned to be* 
stow ; but, in order th^ Montesuna's generous 
magniftnenee might mere powerfoUy s^e the 
inMginatiaa of the Spaniards, as well as prepare 
them for a denial to their requested interviewi 
they began to ipread the various articles on the 
ground in such order as might increase the effect 
af the display.. The Spaniards were no less struck 
at the ingenuity of the workmanship of these pre- 
sents, thiua their admiration was excited at the rich 
productions of the country. Stnffii of cotton so 
fin% and so delicately wrought, as to vie with silk 
in their texture; landscape pictures, lenned with 
partiH^oloiaed ^therst with such ability as to 
rival the creations of tl^ pencil in truth of design 
sfld beauty of exeaition ; curious ornaments of 
gold, worked into a perfect dmitation of diffareat 
aniaaal^ togeth^with a f ariety of collan, bracelets, 
and other trinkets of the sane metal; such were 
the daaalmg oljects that now greeted the astomsh* 
ed view of the Spaniards. But what chiefly en* 
grossed thdbr attention^ aad awakmed their wild- 
est hopes, was an .enermous pkte of gold, of diw 
cular form, made to repraaent the Mexican age, or 
eyda of filty year% and eontainiog a sun in the 
CMtiei This piece was very nmssivB^ nor could 
it be less than ten thousand aequinB hi nal yalue.* 

• G]aTi«U9* 
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This, together with sereral spedmeuB of pearly 
precious stones^ and unwrought gold, all the pro- 
duce of the country, could not but increase that 
desire which the Mexicans had thought to appease 
by this injudicious measure. 

Cortes expressed the warmest acknowledgments^ 
and evinced the most profound respect for the mcH 
narch who afforded so striking an instance of mu- 
nificence. This favourable disposition encouraged 
the ambassadors to discharge the second, and moce 
painful part of their mission ; and accordingly, io 
the most conciliating terms, they proceeded to re* 
late the disinclination which the Emperor had to 
the appearance of the Spaniards at his court. He, 
however, endeavoured to soften this denial by de« 
scribing the difficulties which the strangers would 
have to encounter in crossing barren deserts and 
hostile tribes, as well as the alarm and jealousy 
which the arrival of foreign troops in the capital 
would disseminate among his subjects. Cortes, 
upon this announcement, saw the necessity of 
adopting a more decided tone. He therefwe de- 
clared, in a resolute manner, that he could not re« 
turn to his country until he had faithfully dischar- 
ged the commission with which he was intrusted 
by his sovereign ; and firmly persisted in his pre- 
vious demand of visiting Montezuma. 
' The Mexicans were at once surprised and cha- 
grined at this unbending spirit of the Spaniard. 
They were at a loss what course to adopt. The 
desires of their master were as absolute as the de- 
mand of Cortes was now peremptory. They dread- 
ed to disobey the former, yet trembled to ]Hrov<dce 
the latter. In this dilemma they endeavoured to 
conciliate a middle term, by which, without abso- 



HEBVAN OOKTES. 81 

ktUly rejeedng the wislies of the ttrangwt, they 
might yet he preyented from adTindng towards 
Hie capital. Acting upon this idea, they pre?ailed 
with the Spaiush commander to promiae not to 
move from his present position until a messenger 
had heen sent to^ and futher instmctions received 
from, Montezuma.* 

' The dedsion with which Cortes peraisted in his 
original design, failed not to produce a strong sen- 
sation upon the Mexican sorereign. ' It would ap- 
pear that the tone adopted by the Spanish com- 
mander left no room to hope any ehimge of pur- 
pose from negotiation. It was incumhent on 
Montezuma either to receive him in the friendly 
character due to an ambassador, or to oppose his 
further progress as an avowed enemy. But these 
alternatives were both repugnant to the Mexican 
monarch. This was certainly not owing to a con- 
sciousness of weakness, for the empire, over which 
he ruled with an absolute sway, was as rich in re- 
sources as it was vast in extent. Indeed, in the 
short space of 130 years, the existence which tra- 
dition assigned to the empire, it had arrived to a 
degree of grandeur and power which seemed in- 
compatible with so short a period. It had attain- 
ed the age of M\ virility, without passing the ne- 
cessary stages of slow infancy or progressive youth. 
The toil of centuries appeared to have been effect- 
ed by the will of sudden chance. The dominions 
of Montezuma extended above 500 leagues from 
east to west, and more than 200 from north to 
south. These vast territories contained provinces 
abounding in wealth, fertUity, and population in 

* Gomura, Cion. . 



aeoordmee mA their extent. Nodnag, im im i i, 
vnm vnmliag that eoold render MontesoBia a gw t 
'monarch) endeared in the eyes of hia aab}eote, andl 
a imnidable foe to hie enemies. The nadoa oiw 
which he ruled was warlike by nature ; the-num^ 
hers he oonld bring into the field immense^ and bis 
authority over sadk multitudes nnbonnded. Haid 
he indeed, with these mighty resoorces, Mkgt on 
the Speniards whilst they were yet withott nlUes, 
destitute of proyisions, and unacquainted with the 
covntryy ^ they must hare either perished in sneh 
an unequal omtesti or hafe abandoned the enter- 
prise. • 

Nov was Montezuma wanting either in abilitieB 
to plan, courage to undertake, or constancy to per- 
severe. He was largely endowed with those mar- 
tial qualities which stand paramount in the esteem 
of warlike nations; and he possessed a temper 
violent by nature— a will made despotic by habk 
and confidence, and rendered arrogant by snocess. 
He was respected by the vast mass of his subjects, 
and his enemies looked upon him with terror and 
alarm. His capacity for command had given hkn 
absolute sway over the former, and his victories 
had inspired the latter with a iust dread of hk 
arms. Yet this monarch, so haughty and so power- 
My who could bring multitudes into the field of 
brittle, in which field, multitudes had been also^Ets*- 
persed, routed, and subdued, seemed irresolute and 
doubtM at the approach of a handfol of strangers. 
From the moment of their first appearanee neat 
his dominions, he had exhibited symptoms of in^ 
decision and timidity strangely at variance witfi 

• **B«bettwii. 
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hifl real character. Far from adoptiiig those Tigo« 
roQs measures which his conduct on former occa- 
stons would have led to expect, and far from show- 
ing that impatience of opposition which his station 
seemed to counsel, and his power to justify, he 
acted with that hesitation which ohstmcted his 
ulterior proceedings, and proved so fatal in the 
end. 

But the solution of this enigma in the conduct 
of Montezuma, is to be found in the influence of 
superstition. There was a preralent opinion among 
the Mexicans^ that awful disasters were to fall 
upon them by the agency of strange and powerful 
invaders. Toe supernatural fears by wnkh the 
people were deluded, exercised the same lament* 
able power over the mind of their sovereign. An- 
cient traditions, fearfcd prophecies, and singular 
deductions, the legitimate offspring of the marvel- 
lous, towards which ignorance is so irresistibly im- 
pelled, were readily received and carefully cherish- 
ed by a ruler, who, however competent to govern 
a rude nation, vras not endowed with that strength 
of intellect, nor possessed that state of civilisation, 
necessary to treat such chimeras with contempt. 
Instead, therefore, of following the bent of his im« 
petuoQs temper, he listened to the suggestions of 
his weak fancy ; and he lost that time in tempori- 
zing with his enemies which ought to have been 
employed in crushing their pretensions. 

The pertinacity of Cortes in adhering to his 
purpose seemed, however, to throw a degree of 
energy into the heart of Montezuma. He felt 
no less indignant at «the presumption of the stran- 
gers, than at their temerity in provoking so po wer- 
ivi a -jsing in his own doniiiuons. His stormy 
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Cmons were aroused, and in a transport of rag« 
swore that he would sacrifice the Spaniards to 
the deities of the empire. This Tiolent gust of 
passioDy howeyer, eTaporated in idle noise. In- 
stead of collecting his forces, and marching' in* 
stantly to meet the enemy, M<mtezama contented 
himself with assembling Ins council, and asking 
their advice. His wavering donhts retumed-^-his 
fears were rekindled— ^md his conduct partook of. 
that fatal indecision which had marked his former 
operations. But the time for deliberation was 
past, and every moment spent m useless nego- 
tiation was an addition of strength afforded to the 
enemy. Montezuma, after the consultation, came 
to no more effectual resolution than that of issuing 
a most peremptory command to the Spaniards to 
quit his dominions. This order was rendered per« 
fectly nugatory by the magnificence of the pre- 
sents with which it was accompanied. A singular 
fatality prompted the Mexican emperor to perse- 
vere in sending to the Spaniards, as an inducement 
foi their departure, that which was in reality the 
most powerful temptation for their stay. 

Such were the feeble measures by which the in- 
judicious Montezuma was paving the way to the 
daring attempts and the success of his enemies. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



First SeiUemmU tf^ Spaniards in New Sjpatn, 

Whilst the Mexican monarch remained in 
ibis state of perplexity, Cortes himself was in a 
situation but little more to be entied. A spirit 
of disunion and discontent bad begun to preyail 
amongst his fc^lowers, and this event threatened 
very serions resnlts, Cortes was well aware of 
the difficnlties of his position. Despite of his on- 
questionable talents, and impartial conduct on all 
occasions, and notwithstandmg his reputation for 
courage, and the confidence which be had in« 
spired in his soldiers, he was folly sensible of the 
jealous eye with whicb he was regarded by the 
partisans of Velazquez. That governor had still 
a strong party to uphold his interests in the expe- 
dition, ami tfa^ members by which it was composed 
failed not to avail themselves of every opportu- 
nity to make known their ideas. All the vigi- 
lance and policy of Cortes bad been called into 
action to palliate the dangers bv which he felt 
himself surrounded. But thouffn be had abun-* 
dantly succeeded in making to himself a power- 
ful party of devoted adherents, he bad not yet 
been able to remove the prejudices, or shake the 
fidelity, of many of his principal officers, These 
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still perserered in considering their commander in 
no other light than the delegate of Velazquez, 
and the knowledge of such a conviction was to 
Cortes a source of much disquiet, and the theme 
of important speculation. From the very moment 
he had quitted Cuba, his enterprising mind bad 
conceived the bold project of acting independent- 
ly of his employer. An ardent spirit, and a con- 
sciousness of genius, made him averse to act in a 
subordinate capacity to a man much his inferior, 
no less in abilities than in military endowments. 
Besides, he anticipated that the progress of the 
undertaking would continually be obstructed by 
the interference, as its success would be compro- 
mised by the j^ousies, of the Governor. Under 
this impression, he felt the more inclmed to fol- 
low the bent of his own inclination, and to effect 
so desirable a consummation had been the subject 
of his constant thoughts. 

Still the project was beset with difficulties, and 
he dared not, by a precipitate haste, destroy what 
he had already accomplished towards the task. 
His prudence and good fortune had already saved 
him twice from the jealous power of Velazquez ; 
but the dangers might be repeated, and in order 
to lessen these, he had sedulously employed his 
every endeavour to render himself popular amongst 
his followers. But notwithstanding all his efforts, 
his wishes were not crowned with complete suc- 
cess, for he had to look with a jealous eye on Ve- 
lazquez de Leon, Diego de Ordaz, and Escobar, 
who were not only themselves faithfully devoted 
to the Governor, but had succeeded in keeping the 
same sentiments alive in a considerable portion of 
the troops. An opportunity soon offered itself 
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for tbe malecontents to testify their disUpprobatiQii 
of their general's proceedings. They had akeady 
observed, that in the several orders issued by 
Cortes, as well as in the act of taking possession 
of Cozumel, the name of Velasquez had never 
been mentioned, but that things had always been 
carried on as if Cortes had received his power from 
the sovereign, and not from the Governor of Cuba* 
This want of regularity, bearing such strong marica 
of the commander's real intentions, had greatly 
offended Ordaz and his faction ; but now a fatal 
cause presented itself, to justify in some degree 
tbe murmurs of discontent. 

The soldiers were exposed to a combination of 
hardships and calamities that could not but excite 
the most impatient sensations in the minds of 
those who were already disposed to view a pro* 
spect through the medium of disafiection. The 
sandy spot where the camp was pitched lay ex- 
posed to the attacks of mosquitos, which came 
in swarms, and allowed the soldiers no moment 
of repose. Added to this, many had been attack* 
ed by diseases peculiar to the country, and others, 
but ill-recovered from their wounds, bore with 
displeasure any toilsome duty required of them^ 
Besides, the expedition was suffering severely 
from the want of provisions. The bread was spoil* 
ed— the bacon and other articles rotten. The fear 
of famine haunted the imaginations of many— « 
the necessity of coming to some determination 
was evident to all. In this emergency, Cortes 
proposed to seize on tbe fortified town of Chia- 
huit^sla ; which proposal drew forth the most vio- 
lent murmurs from the adherents of Velazquez^ 
who contended it was an act of madness to pro- 

g2 
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ceed fartber mto the country with so incompetent 
a force <— a force, too, weakened by fatigue and 
disease, and lessened by a considerable loss.* In 
ibis critical juncture, Teutcblile arrived with the 
ultimate and peremptory command of Montezu-* 
ma, that the strangers should instantly leare the 
country. It was in vain that Cortes, with great 
firmness, endeayoured to intimidate the messen- 
ger ; the Mexican treated his words with indiffer* 
ence, and departed from the camp in indignation. 
Every intercourse was now broken off between 
the natives and the Spaniards ; the last act amount- 
ed to a declaration of war, and Cortes accordingly 
prepared his mind for a commencement of hosti- 
lities. This events though perfectly natural ia it- 
self, produced more than ordinary sensation 
amongst the Spaniards. It was now that the fac- 
tion opposed to Cortes began to express their sen- 
timents in the most unequivocal manner. They 
no longer limited themselves to the hollow mur- 
murs of complaint, or the clandestine workings of 
intrigue, but commissioned Diego de Ordaz, the 
leader of the faction, to represent to the general the 
madness of remaining in the land, and their resolu- 
tion of returning to Cuba. . Cortes received this in- 
timation with perfect coolness and composure. 
Though the danger that threatened the demcditioa 
of his fondest hopes was so imminent, and though 
he was fully alive to the difficulties of his sitnatioDy 
he yet suffered not his self-possession to be suipri* 
sed for a single moment. He had already prepared 
for this perilous contingency. In the science of 
intrigue cultivated by Ordaz, the partisans of Cod* 

• p. Dm. 
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te« had made no trivial progress. Portooarrero, 
Sandoml, Alraradoy Escalante, Olid, Lugo, aiid 
Bemal Diaz, were bound to their commander by 
the closest ties, not only of fideh'ty, bat of friend- 
ship. In upholding the cause of their general, 
they warmly advocated the interest of their friend. 
Cortes, by his afiability, gen^^sity, and winning 
manners, had so entirely ingratiated himself into 
tiie devotion of these officers, that they were not 
only ready to support all his pretensions, bat toil- 
ed incessantly to infuse the same spirit into the 
mass of the soldiers. Several clandestiDe meetings 
had been held for the purpose of investing Cortes 
with a command in the expedition independent of 
Velazquez, and the above-mentioned partisans had 
even gone round the camp to canvass the votes of 
the soldiers in favour of this scheme.* 

Heman Cortes displayed throughout this afiair 
a refinement of policy worthy of aidmiration. He 
listened with mildness to the arrogant language 
of Ordaz and his companions, and then, affecting 
to be governed only by a desire for the general 
good, issued orders that the troqw should prapare 
for their return to Cuba. At this moment, what 
he had anticipated punctually took place. His 
adherents began fiercely to protest against such a 
resolution^ declaring that they had been beguiled 
from their ease and comfort to try new fortunes — 
that they had exhausted all their stock — and that 
it was the height of folly and injustice to retrace 
their steps merely because some of the party had 
neither the fortitude to endure hardship, nor the 
courage to tempt danger. They ended by loudly 

• B. Diaz. 
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cftHing upon Cortee to lead them on to conquest, 
for tbey would faithfully adhere to his fortunes ; 
and they inrited, in a taunting manner, such as 
were not endowed with sufficient heart for the 
enterprise, to return to the Governor at Cuba. 

Cortes, inwardly rejoicing at this expression of 
sentiments in unison with his own, affected yet to 
be astonished at a declaration which he had him- 
self assiduously laboured to bring into maturity 
He declared, that in all his operations he had the 
common weal constantly in view, and that, if he 
had given orders for the re-embarkation of the 
army, it had been in the firm belief that such was 
the general desire. That to this conviction he had 
readily sacrificed hisown inclination, whichprompt- 
ed him to persevere in the glorious though difficult 
path into which he had boldly entered. He was, 
however, delighted to perceive, that his followers 
were animated by the sentiments of true Spaniards^ 
and that he would, by his own conduct, show 
himself worthy of leading such gallant men to 
victory. Hiese words produced a magic effect 
on the army ; for they tended not only to confirm 
the adherents of Cortes in their designs, but to 
convert the adverse party, through the dread pf 
being considered deficient in courage and resolu- 
tion.* 

Cortes now conceived it would be advantageous 
to his plans to begin a settlement in the country. 
This infant colony was called by the name of Vtlla 
Riea de la Vera Cruz,\ to correspond at once with 
the sanguine hopes and the piety of the conquerors, 
the day in which they set foot on land being Good.. 

* Herrera, Dec. 

t The Rich Town of the True Cross. 
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Friday. The fofondation of this town was cele- 
brated with due solemnity; and Cortes, following 
up the plans which he had already arranged in his 
mindy proceeded to the installation of authorities 
to ffOFem the new settlement. He had assem* 
bled his principal officers in order to make the 
election of these magistrates ; yet he had so skil« 
fully prepared the matter, that the choice fell up* 
on his most devoted partisans. Portocarrero, 
Alvarado, and Olid, who had always been conspi- 
cuous for their adherence to their general, were the 
persons who held the principal posts in thb Junta. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that Cortes should 
be elated at the command of so powerfal an in- 
strument ; nor that, secure of tlie deyotion of his 
officers to his interest, he should have ventured 
upon a step which, at the first view, would ap- 
pear a hazardous experiment. Such was the re-* 
solution which he now took, of laying down his 
commission at the foot of the recently constituted 
authorities. 

This measure, though in appearance of little 
importance, was nevertheless one of the most pro- 
found and timely adopted by the genius of Cortes. 
He knew the precarious tenure by which he held 
his power, and he was aware, that the form of 
justice was always respected by man, however 
indifferent he might prove to the substance. In 
the formation of the government of Villa Rica^ he 
found what was necessary for his plans. Though 
that Junta was illegal, formed as it was by consti- 
tuents who had not the right of election, and though, 
consequently, the power which it might bestow 
was illegitimate and usurped, yet Cortes, who 
aimed only to dazzle^ not to argue with his sol- 
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dien, considered a decision from that body fnUy 
sufficient for his views. He accordingly^ with 
signs of profound deference, entered the council 
the day of its first deliberation^ and addressed that 
body in an eloquent and flattering harangue pre* 
pared for the occasion. He began by paying the 
deepest tokens of submission^ and admitting the 
legality of that authority which it was the first 
interest of the settlement to establish. He de« 
clared that he considered their jurisdiction over the 
colony to be arrayed in all the sacred attributes 
which could be conferred by royalty itself, and 
that their power to execute was as unimpeachable 
as their right to legislate. Under this impressiouy 
he came to lay down a command which he had 
received from Velazquez, but which, on account 
of the important change which had now taken 
place, he could no longer hold with a feeling of 
justice or propriety. Besides, his commission ha* 
ying already been revoked by the Governor, he 
was now placed in a situation which rendered hia 
jurisdiction questionable to the meanest capacity. 
Should he lead an army acting under this per- 
suasion, he could neidier command with free- 
dom, nor the soldiers obey with satisfaction. He 
therefore laid down the rank which he enjoyed, 
and would be ready to descend to the station of a 
soldier. His resignation was accepted, and he 
withdrew from the council. 

Cortes was not long in perceiving the favourable 
results of his intrigues. The Junta came to an 
unanimous determination not only of inves^g him 
with the supreme power over the army, but even 
of electing him to the first civil capacity in the 
colony. He thus combined the functions of g^e« 
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ral and magittrate, and was clothed with ahsolnte 
away orer the expedition. That this resolution 
might not hear the aspect of a secret cabal, the 
members of the Jnnta assembled the army, and 
proceeded to acquaint them with the transaction. 
The task, howeyer, was opened with those preli- 
minaries which were certain to captivate the atten- 
tion, as well as win the concurrence, of the sol- 
diers. The military talents of Cortes were strong* 
ly dwelt upon, and his impartiality and love to his 
followers described in the most seductive colours. 
Mention was made of the success which had 
hitherto attended his actions, and the most flatter- 
ing auguries were formed of his future career. 
The eulogium of Cortes, and his nomination to 
supreme command, were greeted by his followers 
with enthusiastic shouts of approbation. They 
joyfnlJy assented to the decree of the Junta, and 
pro£Fered a sacred oath of faithful adherence to 
their general. Cortes saw his schemes crowned 
with success, and congratulated himself on having 
thus become free from the shackles which former- 
ly impeded his operations. He was now inde- 
pendent of the Governor, by the decree of a council, 
and by the acclamations of an army, which would 
always support his claims with ardent zeal. He 
knew how eminently conducive this devotion and 
dependence on his will would be to the success of 
bis undertakings. 

But afiairs had now arrived at a posture which 
could not but excite the indignation and resent- 
ment of the disaffected. Though the number of 
these was considerably diminished, the adherents 
of Velazquez still persisted in forming themselves 
into a body of opposition. Tlie ringleaders of the 
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faction began loudly to pretest both agaiatt Hie 
decrees of the Junta and the sanction of the anay. 
These acts were qualified as being treasonabfe, 
illegal, and rebellious, and a fatal spirit of ferment- 
ation circulated through the settlemoit. Cortes 
and his partisans were on the alert. Their atten- 
tion was principally directed to the soldiers, who^ 
partly by timely gifts, partly by hopes of future 
prosperity, together with the conviction that the 
great majority had declared for Cortes, and would 
at any risk support his claims, operated so effect- 
ually on their minds, that they soon joined th^ 
approbation to that of the rest of the army. But 
Diego de Ordaz^ Velazquez de Leon, Escobar, 
Escudero, and a few others, fdi from being inti- 
midated by the almost total defection of their 
party, expressed their sentiments with greater 
warmth than ever. Cortes now saw the urgency 
of patting an end to the mutiny, and, with -a 
promptness of decision suitable to the occasion^ be 
seized suddenly on the malecontents, and seciured 
them with fetters. This vigorous measure imme- 
diately quelled the sedition ; nor was it necessary 
to continue its severity mucii longer. Cortes, in 
a few days, set his prisoners at liberty, and con- 
ducted himself towards them with such soldierly 
frankness and cordiality, offering to send them 
back to Cuba, that they were at length won over 
to his cause, and ever after proved most devoted 
to his interests.* 

Meantime the want of provisions induced Cmtes 
to send Alvarado with a hundred men to searck 
the country in quest of such an indispenaiMe 

* B. Disz ; Goin«rs» Cran. 
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artielii ; who ratoiiMd in a .abort timet after ha« 
ring Tiaited a few villages, in which he found 
great abundance. The inhabitanta» howerer, had 
fled>t the approach of the Spaniardsy and, upon 
their arrival at the first of these places, they were 
filled with horror and disgust. Tbey found in a 
temple the bleeding bodies of several men and boys, 
who, it would appear, had been recently sacrificed, 
for ^ey perceived the knife with which the dread- 
iial ceremony had been performed still reeking and 
warm with blood.* Cortes immediately determined 
t^ advance into the country, as nothing now could 
obstruct Ins operations. With an army small in 
wmber, but endowed with courage, enterprising, 
and faithfully devoted, he feared not to penetrate 
into a land which, though redoubtable in power, 
ima so alluring for its wealth; and a fortunate 
and unexpected event confirmed the chief in his 
bold resolution. Alvaiado, in one of his excnr- 
Moas, had met a party of Indians loaded with pro- 
visions, and approaching the Spanish camp with 
synsptoms of great oordudity. These natives were 
is^oduced to Cortes, and declared themselves to 
be messengers from the Caziqne of Cbempoalla. 
That chief invited the Spaniards to his residence, 
and accompfmied the invitation with warm offers 
of friendship and regard. 

There was something mysterious in this busi- 
ne^s^ which required <^efiil investigation as to the 
real motives from which it had originated* Some 
tienson, and well-concerted plot, might be conceal- 
ed under the mantle of professed attachment. The 
town of Cbempoalla was, according to the account 

•B.DiM. 
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of tbe meHengers, one bodi of eonfllderable im* 
portance and extensile population. It would not 
bo adyisable, therefoi«, to Tenture rashly into its 
predneta without takhig neceaaary precautiona; 
for though Cortea was confident aa to the bravery 
of his troops, no leaa than he waa aanguine with 
respect to success, he felt aTerae idly to endanger 
the life of a single one of his followers. Should 
treachery be contemplated, the noassacre of the 
Chempofdlans wooTd not indemnify him for the 
loss, however trifling, which he might incur in bis 
own men. Each one of these he considered as a 
host in the expedition ; and as^ for the present, he 
had no prospect of augmenting the number of his 
soldiers, he was compiled to be watchful of the 
safety of that slender troop with which he ventured 
upon the conquest of vast and mighty regions. He 
therefore put those artful questions to tliemessengers 
which might lead to an elucidation of the truth ; 
and to his great joy he discovered that the Ca2dqae 
of Chempoalla, though feudatory to the Mexican 
empire, was impatient of its control, and ardently 
wished to establish his independence. He both 
hated and dreaded Montezuma, and a prospect of 
becoming free from his yoke could not but be 
highly acceptable to the chief. Such a discovery 
was most gratifying to Oortea, for it afforded a 
proof of disunion in the country, which he would 
render subservient to his designs. With this 
pleasing thought he kindly dismissed the €hem« 
poallans, charging them to thank their master for 
his fiiendlv disposition, and promising an early 
visit to "Aenr town. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



poaUa <md o&9r Tribes, 

• Francisco oc Montsjo had been eoiiimi»- 
moned to surrey the coast, and select a convenient 
situation for the purpose of fixing the Spanish co- 
lony, the present settlement being disadvantageous 
in every point of view. Montejo retmmed from 
his excursion at the end of twelve days, and in- 
formed Cortes of the discovery of a village called 
Quiabislan, or Chiatshintzla, which possessed a 
commodious harbour, and was besides remarkable 
for the fertility of its soil Thither the Spanish 
commander resolved to remove his quarters ; but^ 
mindful of the promise made to the Chempoallans, 
he now hastened to put it into execution, which ho 
tKd the more joyfoUy as the step did not interfere 
with his plan of march, the tovm of Chempoalla 
]3nng in his way. Upon the arrival of the Spa- 
niards at this place, their surprise was greatly 
excited at the air of comfort and even luxury which 
pervaded its streets and spacious habitations, no 
less than at the beauty of several avenues of trees 
in its vicinity. The meeting between Cortes and 
the Cazique was very corditJ. The Caziqne came 
in advance attended by his principal officers, all 
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dressed in rich mantleB of fine cotton, and oma* 
mented with gold. Cortes received him with 
much ceremony, and embraced him in token of 
regard. In the solicitade which the Indian show* 
ed to conciliate the friendship of the Spanish com- 
mander, the latter, with inward pleasure, discover- 
ed that he was in need of his protection. The spe- 
culating mind of Cortes soon perceived the im- 
mense advantage which would accrue to his enter- 
prise, by having it in his power to bind this man to 
his cause by the strong ties of private interest. The 
Cazique gave him a vivid, a lamentable account of 
the tyranny and despotic ex8Cti<»is of Montezama. 
He vented many bitter complaints against his op- 
pression, and expressed his joy at the prospect of a 
deliverance by tne aid of the Spaniards. Cortes 
saw the policy of indulging the hopes of hb new 
friends ; their assistance was to him a matter of 
importance, as, in this alliance, the reciprocity of 
services would, in the end, greatly preponderate 
in furthering his success ; but yet he appeared will- 
ing to grant as a favour, what was in reality a mea- 
sure of necessity. 

Accordingly, he immediately assumed the atti- 
tude and tone of a protector, and with much con- 
descension let the Cazique know, that the prin- 
cipal motive for his sovereign's sending him to 
such remote countries, was to protect the weak, 
and free the injured from oppression. He further 
promised to take measures in due time, to redress 
those wrongs of which he so deeply complained ;* 
and as nothing now required a longer stay, Cortes 
proceeded in his march to Quiabisum. He found 

.•B. Dial. 
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tke ipot velecled by Montofo to be mil deaer- 
viag of the pntaei bestowed upon it, and be 
ioFtk^iih begtii to trace oat the g;rowid for the 
aet^ement of the eolony« Cortea himielf gave as 
esMBple of inditttry, by canyiag the matermls, and 
diggiBg the foundations. Hk offieem followed 
Ihs example with alacrity ; every one contribnted 
to the work, and as they wore fnrther aided by 
tbeir Indian allies^ in a short time the infant town 
rose in a state not only to offer shelter, bnt even 
defence from hostile attacks* During these trans- 
actions, Cortes was visited by the Casiqnes of 
Chempoalla and Qaiabidany i^dho neglected no op« 
pcntnnity of deseribfaig the horrid acts of tyranny 
committed by Montesnma, especially in the territo- 
ries of the Totonaeas, where a great number of the 
men had been sacrificed to his crnelty, and of the 
women to his lost. In one <^ these mterviews, it 
was annonnced that five Mexican collectors had 
itrrived to exact the «8ual tribute. These officers 
appeared hi great ceremonial, and, without be- 
stowing the least notice on Cortes, sent a hangh** 
ty summons to the Cazlques, wh<Hn they harshly" 
reprimanded for their neglect of duty in having 
befriended the strangers in direct violation of the 
Emperoi^s commands. Then, after threatening 
the offenders with their master's indignation, they 
made a formal demand of twenty men and women 
of their tribes, to be offered as an expiatory sacri- 
fice for the guilt of the Casiques. 

The consternation of the Indian chiefs at this 
exaction was shown in the most lively manner, yet 
they scarcely durst disobey the orders of a mo- 
narch, the mention of whose naoM filled them with 
alarau Cortesypercei^ their piunUanimity, and, 

h2 
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on the other hand, well aware that tliey would be 
overjoyed to see a catastrophe averted^ which they 
themselFes had not the courage to prevent, order- 
ed his own men to arrest the collectors, and issa* 
ed a proclamatioii, that no tribute shonld in future 
be paid to Montezuma. This vigorous measure 
aroused the energy of the Caziquea, and, as it is 
natural in rude and weak minds, they suddenly 
passed from one extreme to the other. Those 
very men who, a short time before, shuddered at 
the idea of openly opposing the commands of their 
master, were now emboldened to lay violent hands 
on the very persons intrusted with the execution 
of them. The botmdaries of awe once broken, 
those who have been most timorous and oppressed, 
are the foremost in indulging a spirit of defiance 
and revenge. In this ebullition of rage, the Ca- 
ziques now seriously resolved to sacrifice the col- 
lectors to the gods ; and indeed this horrid doom 
would have been inflicted, had not Cortes inter- 
posed a timely prevention. He caused the intend- 
ed victims to be placed under the safeguard of his 
own soldiers ; and in order to impress diose simple 
beings with an opinion of his benevolence, he even 
facilitated the escape of two. On the other hand, 
his temerity in thus defying the vengeance of so 
great a monarch as Montezuma, made the natives 
to consider the Spaniards as teuks, a title wUch 
they bestowed on their idols. The Caziqnea of 
Chempoalla and Quiabislan had now compromiaed 
themselves beyond the power of retreat. They 
were fully sensible that they had incurred, by their 
conduct, the vengeance of their master, and their 
tttteasiness grew in proportion to their knowledge 
9f that mopMt;h> disposition. Overawed by tb^L 
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prospect of his resetitmenl, they now turned to 
Cortes for protection and adnce. They repre- 
sented Monteznma as ready to overwhelm them 
with his numerous armies as soon as he should re- 
ceire intelligence of the treatment of his officers. 
Cortes endeavomred to calm their fears hy pro- 
mising his assistance ; and the Caziqnes, in reUiniy 
obliged themselves to snpport the Spaniards ; and, 
to make this onion more binding on both sides, 
they swore allegiance to the Spanish king, and 
declared themselyes the subjects of his crown. A 
formal document was then drawn up hy the royal 
notary of the expedition, and a solemn proclama* 
tion of this change made throughout the proriBce. 
The -Totonacas^ who had been the most cruelly 
used by Montezuma, and whose fierce spirit 
smarted under the yoke, and thirsted for revenge, 
rendered themselves most conspicuous in this re- 
bellion. The three tribes, with one accord, de- 
clared their readiness to accompany Cortes in his 
expedition.* 

The first enterprise in which the Spaniards acted 
in conjunctioq with their new allies and fellow-sub- 
jects was against the people of Cincapacinga. The 
Cazique of Chempoalla having bitterly complained 
of certain outrages committed by the Mexican gar« 
risen in that place, Cortesmarched against the town, 
aceompanied by a troop of a thousand Indians. 
At his approach, however, eight of the principal 
men came, with tears in their eyes, to deprecate 
the wrath of the Spanish chief, alleging that the 
enmity of the CheropoaUans arose from an an- 
etent dispute cimceming the boundaries of their 

* B. Diss; Bcnem, Dec. 
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raspedivf doniiniooo. Cor^ behared ou this 9c* 
CMiott with his usual policy* It was his para- 
mount ittterast to ioorewe the number of his friaiidfl 
amongst the natives; and be thereforoi instead 
of mcouraging the yindictire disposition of tb^ 
ChempoaUans, ov countenancing their tendency 
to plunder, ordered that the property of the in-* 
habitants should be respectedi and induced then; 
Casique and that of Chewpoalla to be reconciled 
in his presence. This conduct of the Spanish ge- 
neral dfeetually won the people he had thus pro- 
tected. Indeed) Cortes showed uniformly an ad- 
mirable skill in conciliating the affections both of 
his soldiers and the natiyes with whom he cama 
in contact. His yigilanoe in protecting his la- 
diaa allies from the depredations of his own folt 
lowers was praiseworthy. The plunder of any 
obfect, howerer insignifieant its value, was sttr« 
to be visited with serertty on the offender* On 
one occasion, the theft of some fowls, in a peace- 
able territory, so far incensed him, that he senten- 
ced the culprit to be banged; and the soldier would 
have lost his life, but for the timely interposition of 
Alrarado.* By such acts of impartial justice, add* 
ed to that conciliatory manner with which he was 
endowed by nature-^y bis well-ordered liberality 
and seasonable severity, it is not surprising that 
Cortes should, in a short time, gain both the re- 
spect and attachment of the Indians. 

fiut his influence ova* his soldiers was still 
more eaEtensiva. Though strict on eertiun occaaions» 
Cortes did not eicite the nmrmura of the Spsh 
niardsy who^ in his joatioe to the sativea^ saw a 

•&Dlsa. 
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striking Becnrity of liis impartiality towards them- 
aelTee. Nay, they had already seen strong proofs 
of bis disinterestedness and liberality ; for however 
he might secretly love wealth, he had the good 
sense to conceal snch a sentiment from his follow- 
ers. Though he sedulously endeavoured to in* 
flame the avaricious cravings of the troops, he took 
care to appear himself exempt from those desires* 
His words and general conduct bespoke a soul 
inspired with the thoughts of more honourable 
pursuits ; and in the daiezling blaze of glory, he 
seemed to lose the sight of any less brilliant ambi- 
tion. Nor were these exalted considerations desti- 
tute of sincerity. Though the thirst of wealth was 
one of the principal motives that encouraged the 
Spaniards to suffer so many hardships, and under- 
go so many dangers, it is probable that such a 
passion acted on the mind of their commander in 
a more subordinate degree. Cortes had a soul 
capable of more elevated sentiments, and grasping 
at nigher prizes. The greatness of his undertaking 
completely absorbed his capacious mind — ^the glory 
in which it came arrayed fired his ardent imagi- 
nation, and the power it would bestow flattered 
hiB noble ambition. 

The soldiers were easily induced to follow, 
obey, and love such a commander ; a commander 
whose superiority over them was only discernible 
in the larger share he took in dangers and priva- 
tions. Cortes was the first in battle, the last in 
providing for his comfort. His abilities were not 
only called to plan, but his physical powers were 
summoned to execute and endure. Hence he 
did not disdain the most humble labours, but lent 
hiDi9elf to every toil with ready alacrity, in con- 



104 tills dv 

jmictioil with the meanest of his soldiers. Thus 
he daily drew closer the ties that bound him to his 
anny, at the same time that he was adding to his 
strengUi by his conduct towards the natires. But 
the fnendly dispoeitton of the Indians, which had 
been hitherto presenred) was now threatened with 
serious interruption. The vast and lucid mind of 
Cortes did not exempt its possessor from a tincture 
of indiscriminate seal in the affairs of religion. 
He saw with horror the human sacrifices practised 
in those regions, and formed the laudable desire of 
diecking such abominations. He considered him- 
self not only in the light of a conqueror, but in that 
also of a reformer and legislator. His intentions 
were pure, but the means by which he thought to 
carry them into effect were injudicious and im- 
prudent. He employed force where he ought to 
have used conviction, and attacked the religious 
prejudices of the natives before they were in a 
state to comprehend the sublime tenets of Christ' 
lanity. 

Cortes had invited the Chempoallans to abjure 
their gi'oss and sanguinary idolatry* The priests 
were naturally shocked at such a proposition, and 
used their best endeavours to arouse the people 
to oppose it. This resistance enraged the Spanish 
chief, who, in a burst of intemperate asesi, ordered 
his soldiers to arms, while he himself, at the head 
of fifty men, prepared to invade the temple. The 
Indian warriors seized their weapons, whilst the 
Casiqne, divided between his regard for his allies 
and his horror at the deed they were premeditating, 
expostulated with Cortes to desist from his inten- 
tion. But his remonstrances were vain; the Spa* 
i^ds ascended the steps of the temple^ and as 
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th«7 peroeired the annod Indimt rt adjr to oppoM 
them, they seized on the Casiqne, and the prbci* 
pal chiefs, and priests, declsring they would pat 
them to death, should any resistance be made to 
their intent. This threat produced the desired 
effect,-^the warriors abandoned all thoughts of 
opposition, and their idols were hurled from the 
altars and broken into pieces, amid the tears and 
groans of the spectators. Cortes then commanded 
that the fragments should be burnt. Upon this 
the priests came forward dressed In their Ions black 
mantles, their hair, clotted with blood, reacoing to 
the ground; their ears torn and cut, and bearing all 
the tokens of the cruel and lugubrious functions to 
which they were dedicated. They then collected 
the fragments of their gods, and consumed them 
in that temple where they had recently been wor- 
shipped. The place was next washed and purified 
The holy cross was planted on the altar where 
lately the idol stood ; and mass was solemnly cele- 
brated by Father Bartholomew de Olmedo.* 

The Spaniards bad already spent three months 
in New Spain, and many of the warriors began to 
eyince symptoms of impatience for martial achieve 
ments. The works at Villa Rica had been nearly 
brought to a conclusion, and officers and soldiers 
proposed eagerly to their general to lead them in-* 
stantly to Mexico. Cortes was as ardent as any of 
his followers to pursue the enterprise ; yet, like a 
sagacious commander, far from compromising sue- 
cess by premature haste or unbridled impetuosity, 
he had judiciously employed his time in paving the 
way to fortunate and permanent results. But not- 
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witbstandiiig the fayoarable usae which had hi- 
therto attended his transactions, there was still a 
thought that clouded his mind, and seemed in a 
d^ee to disconcert his plans of operation. The 
image of Velazqoez stood constantly before bis 
sight. He was therefore desirous, before he enter* 
ed into a career of war against the Mexicans, to 
mronde for any danger from theGoTemor of Cuba, 
r or this purpose, he was anxious that his expedi- 
tion should proceed under a royal sanction. These 
ideas he communicated to his principal adherents ; 
and after a short consultation, it was resolved, 
that an embassy should be sent to Spain, in order 
to justify any irregularity in the conduct of Cortes, 
as well as to give an account of his proceedings, 
and future plans of operation. But in order to 
soften the first, and win the approbation of Don 
Carlos to the latter, it was foither determined to 
send a present to the Emperor of all the treasure 
which nad hitherto been collected. Ordaz and 
Montejo were employed in canvassbg the appro* 
bation of the soldiers to this measure, Cortes him- 
self judiciously abstaining from a task in which it 
would appear that his own interest was principally 
concerned. 

The project of despoiling a body of needy ad- 
venturers of the first-fruits of their labours, and 
that, too, that they might be transmitted to a sove- 
reign from whom they had neither received any 
assistance, nor expected any reward, was one, in- 
deed, which, in the eyes of common reason, would 
bear the stamp of folly; yet, singular to state, that 
spirit of romance which characterised the whole 
conquest of Mexico, was in this proceeding most 
strikingly displayed. The soldiers generously con- 
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curred with the wishes of their chief, soothing their 
present sacrifice with the splendour of future hopes ; 
and every one gave up his claims, not only with- 
out a murmur, but with joy, when it was stated that 
Bueb a step was conducive to the public good. The 
Junta of Villa Rica addressed a letter to the £m« 
peror to justify themselves for acting independent 
of Velazquez, as well as for the nomination of 
Cortes to the supreme command. In this letter, 
nothing was omitted which could tend to advance 
the cause of the writers in the Spanish court. 
A warm encomium was passed on the merits of 
Cortes, and a pompotis description made of the 
conquests they were to achieve under his guidance. 
The extent of the country^ts vast population-— 
its climate — the fertility of the soil— *the richness 
of the productions— <every thing was mentioned in 
terms of admiration. The letter ended by ear«r 
nestly supplicating the sovereign to confirm the 
nomination of Cortes ; and that no requisite might 
be wanting to the document, it was corroborated 
with the signatures, not only of the Junta, and all 
the officers, but even with those of many soldiers. 
Cortes himself penned also a dispatch, giving a 
minute account of his proceedings, and artfully 
placing them in the most favourable light. He 
described the country in the same emphatic strain 
with his friends, and spoke of its reduction in terms 
of perfect confidence. Portocarrero, a zealous 
friend of Cortes, and Montejo, who had been gain- 
ed by that chiefs liberality,* were intrusted with ^ 
the aischarge of this important mission ; which had 
injunctions not to touch at Cuba in their voyage ^ 
to Spaiii, under any consideration.-)* 

* B. I>iaj. t B. IHaz; Gomara, Cron. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Cartes destroys his Fleet, and resumes his March* 

Whilst Cortes was thus proFidmg for his fu* 
ture security, this was imminently threatened in a 
manner totally unexpected. A plot was formed 
hy some soldiers and sailors, to seize upon one of 
the vessels and sul instantly for Cuba, with the 
intention of informing Velazquez of the transaCf- 
tions at Villa Rica, and thus enabling him to in- 
tercept Portocarrero in his passage to Spain. This 
conspiracy was so artfully planned, and so reli- 
giously kept secret, that its discovery was only made 
a few hours before it was to have been executed* 
Coria, one of the conspirators, was proceeding to 
embark, when, either alarmed at the idea of detec- 
tion, or repenting his treachery, he suddenly turned 
short, and hastened to acquaint Cortes with the 
premeditated flight. Not a minute was lost m 
providing a remedy for the evil. Cortes, with the 
utmost vigilance and secrecy, surprised tlxe con- 
spirators, tdl assembled in the vessel, and ready for 
departure. The unexpected appearance <^ the. 
commander intimidated the tndtors^ and they nei- 
ther attempted to deny nor to exculpate their 
crime. Cortes had the culprits seized and tried 
without loss of time ; and as their o0ence admit- 
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ted of no doubt, the punishment followed dote 
upon the discoverjr. fiscndero and Centeno^ the 
principal promoters of the scheme, were imme- 
dialely put to death. Umbria, a pilot, had one 
of his feet cut off, and a couple of sailors receiired 
two hundred lashes* The rest were pardoned by 
Cortes, whose policy counselled him to be as eco- 
nomical as possible of the lives of hb men.* He 
was eaailf induced to admit the plea of example 
and bribery as sufficient to excuse their offence. 
And thus, by a mixture of seirerity and benero- 
leoce, he thought to keep the unruly in due sub* 
jection. 

But this event was to Cortes a source of deep 
disquietude. It gave him a convindng proof that 
the flame of disaffection was not completely ex- 
tinguished amongst his followers. Secret machi- 
nations were still carried on, which, though not 
sufficient in strength to overturn the power of 
Cortes, might greatly contribute to weaken his re- 
sources. His prudence and vigilance, added to 
the kind influence of fortune, had, until now, suc- 
cessfully extricated him from the danger of do- 
mestic intrigue, no less .than from the aggression 
of the enemy. Yet it would but ill accord with 
the profound S8^;acity which marked the chanu> 
ter of the Spanish commander, to rely implicitly 
either on his abilities or his fortune. The very 
suspicion of domestic treachery, however remote 
or mefficient, is a source of greater anxiety to a 
general than the most vigorous preparations from 
the open foe. The adherents of Velazquez, though 
now extremely limited in their number, had not 

• B. Diaz. 



110 LIf£ OF 

lost erery hope of executing their primary deiigiifl. 
Attempts woald be renewed, which, though they 
might not prove successful, would still add to the 
difficulties, and weaken the efforts, of the expedi- 
tion. It was incumbent on Cortes, therefore, to 
devise some plan to prevent so disastrous a cala*> 
mity. 

After the most profound reflection, the General 
perceived, that the only efficient method of avoid- 
ing any recurrence of the same o£Fence, was to be* 
reave his men, not only of the hopes, but even of 
the means^ of returning to Cuba. His soldiers 
were inflamed with an unusual ardour for conquest. 
Any project, however wild, which he might pro- 
pose, would neither excite their surprise, nor inti- 
midate their courage. To conquer or to die, was 
a device which they would readily assume. On 
the other hand, those few of his followers who 
could not be governed by the same generous ideas, 
he thought to rule by the stem command of neces-i 
sity. It was under this impression, that Cortes 
now conceived one of the boldest and most extra- 
ordinary projects that ever entered the mind of 
man, however daring his heart, or imminent his 
danger. Such was the resolution of destroying 
the fleet, and thereby cutting off every means of 
retreat. He was the more confirmed in this idea, 
by the conviction, that by carrying it into effect, 
he would considerably increase the numbers of his 
forces. The addition of the hundred sailors, a^d 
other men employed in the vessels, to the regular 
army, was an accession of strength which, now- 
ever inconsiderable in the present day, was then 
to be esteemed of most material consequence. 

From the moment this great thought dawned 
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upon bis mind, Cortes felt eager for its execution; 
yet, with his accustomed policy, he was desirous 
that so extraordinary a measure should proceed 
rather from the spontaneous concurrence of his 
men, than from the exercise of his own indindual 
authority. He secretly communicated his design 
to his fnends, who, readily joining in his Tiews, 
now exerted themselres to infuse m same senti- 
ments into the hearts of the Spaniards. The sail* 
ors were gained over, partly by liberal gifts, and 
partly by more splendid promises, to declare aloud, 
that the vessels were in so deplorable a situation 
as to be almost useless,* whilst many of the sol- 
diers were industriously made to reflect how con- 
siderable a reinforcement they would obtain, if a 
hundred men, now lying idle in the fleet, were 
added to the army. The scheme was crowned 
with the desired success. Escalante, one of the 
most devoted partisans of Cortes, proceeded to 
dismantle the ships, which being stripped of their 
rigging, and every article of utility, were next de- 
stroyed and sunk, with the exception of the skiffs, 
which were reserved for the purposes of fishing.f 
*' Thus," says Robertson, " from an effort of mag- 
nanimity, to which there is nothing parallel in his- 
tory, five hundred men voluntarily consented to 
be shut up in a hostile country, filled with power- 
ful and unknown nations ; and, having precluded 
every means of escape, left themselves without 
any resource but their own valour and perseve- 



rance." 



As nothing now detained Cortes at Vera Cruz, 
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he resolved to indulge his ardent spirit, as well 
as the wishes of his troops, and commence his 
march towards Mexico. He asserohled his forces 
at Chempoalla, and after mass, he made a stirring 
speech to his army, on the snhject of the heroic 
enterprise in which they were about to emhark. 
His strength consisted of five hundred infontry, 
fifteen horsemen, and six pieces of artillery* Ta 
this slender body were added two hundred Indiana, 
of an inferior caste, called Tammet^ and whose 
functions were to supply the deficiency of beasts of 
burden. The Cazique of Chempoalla also offered 
a considerable number of his own troops, firom 
which Cortes selected four hundred men, as well 
as forty or fifty persons of distinction, who, thoi^h 
ostensibly treated as friendly allies, the Spanish 
commander inwardly considered in the l^ht of 
hostages for the good behaviour of their master.* 
The Cazique of Chempoalla, as well as the other 
chiefs, he strongly recommended to lend all their 
aid and assistance to a detachment of Spaniards, 
whom he had left as a garrison at Villa Rica, under 
the command of Escalante. 

Heman Cortes was now on the point of commen- 
cing his march, when he received dispatches from 
his lieutenant at Villa Rica, informing him, that 
a vessel was seen cruizing near the coast. Such 
intelligence was too important to be neglected by 
Cortes. His active mind instantly conceived that 
this ship might belong to some armament sent out 
against him by Velazquez; and accordingly, with* 
out loss of time, intrusting the command of the 
army to Alvarado and Sandoval^ he set out for 

* Claviferp. 
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VUla Ri<^ attended by a small party of bwie. 
Cortes, on hie arriyal» perceited the vessel at some 
distance from the shore ; but as he proceeded on- 
wardsy he discovered in his ivay four Spaniards, 
who were making towards him, as if wishing for 
an interview. These men, it appeared, had been 
sent on shore by Alonso de Pineda, the captain of 
the vessel, for the purpose of taking solemn pos- 
session of the country. One of the Spaniards was 
a notary, the other three were to serve as wit- 
nesses in an injuncdoni which the former was to 
make to Cortes in the name of his captain. In 
the discharge of his commission, the legal officer 
presented a document to the Spanish general, pur- 
porting, that by virtue of a royal commission, Fran* 
Cisco de Garay, governor of Jamaica, was em- 
powered to hold jurisdiction over such districts as 
he might discover on the coast to the north of the 
river of St Peter and St P^ul. To this effect Ga* 
ray had sent three ships, containing two hundred 
and seventy soldiers, under the command of Pi- 
neda, who was at present in the river of Panuco.* 
The notary then proceeded, in no measured 
terms, to charge Cortes not to approach the ju- 
risdiction of Garay. The Spanish commander 
desired to enter into negotiation with the chief of 
this expedition, observing, that they were both 
subjects of the same crown, and toiling for the 
glory of the same country. But these friendly 
overtures bong treated with unbecoming disre- 
spect by the notary, Cortes wdered him and his 
attendants to be arrested* He then concealed 
himself with his men bdiind a taad-faill^ in which 

*B. DiMu 
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these coasts abounded, where he passed the night, 
in the expectation that the soldiers of Garay might 
be induced to come ashore, and enquire after their 
companions, when he might surprise and persuade 
them to join his own army. His hopes in this re- 
spect being deceived, he next employed stratagem 
to effect his purpose. He caused four of his men to 
be attired in the dresses of his prisoners, that by 
their appearance on the coast, and by their signals, 
those of the vessel might be decoyed to the shore. 
A boat was soon perceived making up to the place, 
but, either suspecting some plot, or from some other 
reason, only three men landed, who were secured, 
the rest hastening back to the vessel. Cortes re- 
turned to Chempoalla tranquillized in mind, ha- 
ving little to apprehend from the power of Garay ; 
besides, his excursion had not been wholly unpro- 
fitable, since it had procured him an addition of 
seven men to his army.* So insignificant a rein- 
forcement, as well as the event by which it was 
occasioned, may appear of too little moment to 
occapy tlie recital of the historian, yet the pecu- 
liarity of the character of the conquest of Mexico, 
as well as the slender means by which it was ac- 
complished, make it a duty to recount even such 
trifling particulars. 

Hernan Cortes began his march on the 16th of 
August. By the advice of the Chempoallans, he 
resolved to conduct his army by the way of Tlas- 
cala, having been informed that the inhabitants of 
this territory were in terms of friendly union with 
his allies, no less than at constant and rancorous 
war with the Mexicans. Nothing worthy of ob* 

* B. Diaz ; SoHs. 
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90rTatiati happened daiing the &sl days of the 
tnarch. The army proceeded in eompaet order 
ttffough Xalapan, Socochima, and Tezolla, where 
tibey were receired in the moat amicable manner 
by tbe inhabitants^ who tpere independent of 
Montezuma* After this the Spaniards were ex* 
posed to Tery serere bardsbipSy as they had to 
march tbrongh a wUd and mountainoiis districty 
beset with fearful precipices, and destitute of hn« 
man habitations* The cold was intense; and tfa]% 
together with some heavy ialls oi hail, and the 
want of proyisionsy which began to become incon* 
▼eniently scarce, would bare rendered their con* 
dition unendurable by men less accustomed to toilf 
or less inflamed by the spirit of enterprise and 
conquest. At length, as they approached the 
confines of the Mexican empire, the sight of the 
adventurers was gladdened by symptoms of a 
uHM'e fayourable nature, for, as they arrived at 
Xocotlan, it appeared that tiiey were entering into 
a rich and cultimted country. The principal city 
of this province was seated in a pleasant valley at 
the foot of the mountains. The temples and other 
buildings appeared lofty, and as they were piss* 
tered and white* washed, they produced a pleasing 
effect from the distance, illuminated as they were 
by the rays of the sun** The soldiers thought 
that tbe place resembled the towns of their native 
country, and after all their sufferings they hailed 
the welcome sight with lively demonstrations of 
jpy and surprise* 

. Cortes sent a message to tbe Caaique, in con« 
j^quence of which he came in advance with a 

• B«Dia2| Solia. 
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num^roiis retinue ; but his reception of the SpR*- 
niards seemed more to be instigated by fear and 
compulsion, than to flow spontaneously from incli- 
nation. Tlie troops were indifierently treated, 
but Cortes conceived it expedient to disguise his 
resentment and displeasure. The Spanish com- 
mander put several questions concerning the city 
of Mexico and the power of Montezuma, but the 
particulars which he received on the subject were 
of a nature to perplex a mind less capacious, and 
to intimidate a heart less courageous than his 
own. The city was described as almost impreg- 
nable, from the peculiarity of its situation, being 
built in a lake, and having no access, except by 
three causeways, each of which had several chasms 
which were only rendered passable by wooden 
bridges. With regard to Montezuma, he was de* 
picted as a most powerful monarch, and possess- 
ing wealUi so vast as to kindle the already sus6ep*' 
tible imaginations of the Spaniards. It was fmr- 
ther added, that his enemies were always ac- 
counted as miserable beings, deroted to be sacri- 
ficed to the Gods ; and therefore that tribe was 
esteemed supremely unfortunate which had the 
imprudence to incur the Emperor's displeasure. 
Such accounts, however, though they could not 
but infuse some salutary caution into die heart of 
Cortes, were not sufficiently strong to make him ' 
relinquish his design. Nor did his followers, to 
many of whom the above particulars were no se- ' 
cret, entertain other sentiments, but appeared very'^ 
eager to attemjpt the daring enterprise.* 
Cortes remained five days at Xocotlan, during 
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the laUer of which it was perceptible that the 
position of the Casiqne towards the Spaniards 
was considerably improved. Nor could it be 
oftberwise> for what the impulse of feeling could 
not suggest, a sense of fear and awe would 
achieve. Every thing about their guests impress- 
ed the Indians with an idea of their superiority. 
To their uncultivated and weak minds it was alia 
subject of wonder — ^the fiery spirit, yet docility of 
the horses, the explosion of fire-arms, the dresses 
and weapons of the Spaniards, — nay, even a dog, 
which they had with tbem, was a matter of asto- 
nishment. But what principally struck the Ca- 
zique of Xocptlan, was the apparent unconcern 
with which they h^ird the dreadful accounts of the 
power of Montezuma, and he also concluded, that 
the men who had the temerity to despise or defy 
that power, must be teules, or deities. Cortes de- 
liberated <m the road he was to take in his march 
towards Mexico ; when the Cazique of Xocotlan 
advised him to direct his course through Cholula, 
a rich and industrious province, where the people 
were much given to the pursuits of agriculture and 
trade, and where, no doubt, the Spaniards would 
meet with suitable accommodation. There was 
certainly much plausible reason in this ; but the 
Chempoallan chiefs secretly dissuaded Cortes 
from adopting this counsel, alleging, that the 
Cholulans were a treacherous race ; that no secu- 
rity could be reposed in them ; and, besides, that 
the capital of their province, a strong and populous 
city, was generally guarded by a Mexican garri- 
son» The province of Tlascala, on the other 
i hand, the more populous, fierce, and warlike, be- 
hkg in a continual state of «nmi^ with Monte2uml^ 
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md in aUiance with the Chempoallaas and Toto* 
nacaiy the iriendt of the Spaniards, the Caziques of 
the two latter tribes counselled Cortes to take the 
way of that proTince in preference to that of Cho« 
Ida* 

This reasoning appeared to the Spanish com* 
roander full of goed sense ; and as pnidence would 
snggest to follow the adnoe of those men of whose 
fidelity he had already receiv^ed proofs in prefer- 
ence to that of a Caciqae, who, if not actually 
meditating treason, had but too plainly displayed 
his ill will towards his gaeats, Cortes resolved to 
gnide himself by the connvel of his first allies ; he^ 
therefore, ordered his troops to hold themselres in 
readiness for their departure to Tlascala. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Account of the War with the Tlascatans, 

The populous and extensire province of Tlas- 
eala, though less civilized than the Mexican em- 
pire, was far more advanced in the arts of social 
Hfe than the other rude nations, hitherto visited 
by the Spaniards* The district was filled with 
lai*ge towns, generally built on high eminences, by 
which means the inhabitants were at once enabled 
to possess an advantageous situation of defence, 
as well as to devote the more level ground to the 
purposes of agriculture. In this they had made 
considerable progress ; nor were they destitute of 
some notions of commerce, though they depended 
in a great measure for subsistence on the pursuits 
of the chase. This augmented the natural fierce- 
ness and independence of their character, and led 
to the constant and inveterate wars in which they 
were engaged with Montezuma. The Tlascalans 
had originally been governed by kings ; but Iia* 
ving been once involved in the horrors of civil con- 
tention, they had shaken off the yoke, and form- 
ed themselves into a sort of federal constitn- 
iion. They divided themselves into several dis- 
tricts, each of which possessed its separate ruler, 
who received his power from public election, and 

K 
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was to represent his province in tbe senate of 
Tlascala.* Such was the nation through which 
Cortes resolved to pursue his march in his pro- 
gress to Mexico. . , 1^ r J 

The Spanish General entertained the fondest 
expectations that the inhabitants would give him 
a friendly reception. Thmt warlike character 
made him suppose they could not but welcome 
with joy those who arrived in their territories with 
the ostensible pretence of delivering them from 
the tyranny of Montezuma. So powerful an ally 
as Cortes must be readily admitted into the con- 
fidence and respect of the Senate and the.peopW. 
Besides, the ties of amity which bound the Tlasca- 
lans with the Chempoidlans and Totonacas, was 
an additional circumstance to justify the most flat- 
tering hopes. Under this impression, and further 
to conciliate the friendly disposition of the Tlas- 
calans, Cortes sent to announce his arrival by four 
Chempoallans of high rank, who accoutred them- 
selves for the occasion in the ceremonial costume 
of ambassadors. These chiefs covered their shoul- 
ders with a soft cotton mantle full of knots in the 
extremities, and in their right hand they carried a 
long arrow, surmounted with white feathers, the 
symbol of peace, red being with them the emblem 
of war. The Chempoalkms proceeded to tbe dis^ 
charge ot their mission, when, contrary to the 
general expectation, the decision of the Senate 
.proved unfavourable to the Spaniards. The am-r 
bassadors, without any regard to their sacred func- 
.tions, wene arrested, and very narrowly escaped 
.with thfir lives, as the Tlascalans haa already 

* B« Diaz ; Goimuni{ fiolii. 
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prepared to sacrifice them to the Qoda. They, 
liotireTer> either owing to the neglect, or with toe 
connivance, of their guard, succeeded in effecting 
their flight, and baatened to carry this intelligence 
to Cortes, with strong signa of terror and alurm.* 
They represented the people of TlascaU as deci« 
dedly hostile^ and threatening not only to destroy 
die Spaiuards, but every one who shonld be im- 
prudent enough to lend them aid or assistance. 
To this informatioii an awfdl account was added» 
of the numerous and valiant forces which the 
enemy were collecting to check the fiirther pro-* 
gress of the invaders. 

A resolution so totally different from what 
Cortes had been led to expect, failed not to fiU 
him with surprise. He was at a less to decide 
what reasons could induce the Tlascalans to adopt 
this line of conduct Various causes might have 
directed the counsels of these Indians. The die* 
trust of an ignorant race, jealous of thehr inde« 
pendence, would suggest that the Spaniards were 
secretly devoted to Montesnma, whatever might be 
their professions to the tribes through which they 
passed. Their intended visit to the capital of that 
monarch, and the great number of Mexicans that 
accompanied them in their march, made such a 
supposition not devoid of plaosibility. Agam, the 
-Hasoalans might cherish profound sentiments of 
hate and horror towards the Spaniards on account 
of that religious «eal which had prompted them 
to overtmn the idols at Chempoalla and other 
')>laces. They would naturally feel a desire to 
'«acrifiee ^jmpiouf strangera to ihefr offended 
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deities ; and this idea was farther strengthened by 
the consideration of the small number of the enemy 
against whom they had to contend. 

Cortes having remained eight days at Xala- 
cingo, advanced (Angnst 30th) into the Tlascalan 
dominions. As an engagement was soon to be 
expected, he placed his army in an attitude of de- 
fence. The standard of Castile was carried ia 
front. The cavalry were instructed to break 
through the enemy's lines» and create confusion, 
without staying to inflict particular wounds. 
Cortes then, pointing. to the banner, exclaimed, 
<< Spaniards! follow boldly. the standard of the 
Holy Cross, through which we shall conquer T' 
To which the soldiers answered with one accord — 
" On, on, in the name of God, in whom alone we 
place our trust V** After a march of two leagues, 
the army arrived at a wall or fortification con- 
structed of stone and lime, and well adapted for 
defence. This, it appeared, was a barrier which 
the Tlascalans had been obliged to make, in order 
to protect their territories from the invasion of the 
Mexicans, f Upon their arrival, however, the 
Spaniards found it deserted, either because the 
Tlascalans had no time to bring their forces to the 
place, or because they preferred to meet the enemy 
in the open field, where they could avail themselves 
of their superiority in number, with greater suc- 
cess and efficacy, j: After crossing this barrier, 
the advanced guard of Cortes came in sight of the 
first, troops of the Tlascalan army; a skirmish 
took place, which was soon followed by an action 
of greater importance. Upon the apf^roach oi 

* B. Diaz. t Ibid. :p Solis. 
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(?ories^ the TlascalaDS, to the namber of ihre« 
tliouisand men, enddenly rushed from an ambmh) 
in which they lay concealed, and discharged a 
shower of arrows. Despite, howerer, of their in* 
trepidity, they were compelled to give way, thongb 
they effected a retreat in an orderly manner, and 
without eTincing those extreme symptoms of ter-» 
ror and awe which had uniformly accompanied, in 
other provinces, the explosion of the Spanish artil* 
lery, and the evolutions of the cavalry, 

Cc^es perceived that he had now to contend 
with a foe far more formidable than any which he 
had hitherto encountered, and he was alive to the 
urgency of proceeding with profound caution in all 
his future operations. He accordingly instructed 
his slender army to march in compact order, and 
devoted particular care in the selection of the places 
in which he was to halt, as well as in fortifying 
them in a competent manner against the enemy's 
attacks* On the following day, Cortes met two 
divisions of Tlasealans, to the number of six thou* 
sand men, ready to oppose him. A second, and 
more furious engagement, took place* The Tlas- 
cajans rushed to the charge with dauntless re^ 
solution, filling the air with their arrows and 
other projectiles^ and raising a prodigious uproar 
with their discc»rdant yells and martial mstrumenta ; 
but the Spanish artillery making a dreadful exe^ 
cution upon their troops, they soon retreated to 
an eminence, from which they at length diaappear* 
ed. Cortes having gained this height, discovered^ 
iHi the plain below, the whole of die.TlascalailL 
army, which had assembled in that place tmder 
the command of Xicotencat^ the general-in-chief 
of the republic It was a vast multitude, extending 

k2 
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far andwide, and amonntingtoabout forty thousand; 
ready for battle.* At first, as the cayalry could not 
act upon the uneven and descending giound, there 
was an apparent advantage on the side of the Tlas- 
calans ; but Cortes gave strict orders to his soldiers 
not to separate; and in this manner, though in- 
cessantly harassed by the flight of arrows and 
stones, he at length reached the plain below, when 
the whole powers of the artillery and cavalry were 
successfully brought into action. After a severe 
and well-disputed contest of an hour's duration, 
the Tlascalans retreated in perfect order, abandon- 
ing the field to their enemies, who were too much 
exhausted to attempt a pursuit. This battle (fought 
September 2d) was the most important which 
the Spaniards had hitherto engaged in, since their 
ariival in New Spisdn. The loss of the Tlascalans 
was very great, no less than eight of their princi- 
pal chiefs being slain, and a proportionate number 
of the troops, though it was impossible to form a 
just computation of the dead and wounded, owing 
to the prevailing custom among the Indians of 
carrying away both one and the other from the 
field of battle— a practice which had its origin in 
the combined sentiments of sagacity and pity ; for 
the Indians expected, by these means, to conceal 
their losses from the enemy, as well as to prevent 
their un fortunate companions from falling into their 
power, and being devoured. The Spaniards made 
several prisoners, among whom there were two 
chiefs. The loss of Cortes on this occasion amount- 
ed to fifteen men wounded, of whom only one died. 
He bad iJso one horse killed, which the Indiana 

•BtBiaa. 
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carried away in triumph, and which, being cat into 
pieces, was distributed as a trophy amongst tlie 
diflfei'ent cities of Tlascala.* 

After this severe engagement, Cortes thought 
it expedient to renew his offers of peace. A pro- 
tracted resistance from these Indians was to him 
a source of deep anxiety, for whilst it tended to 
diminish his slender force, it would also be produc- 
tive of more disastrous results. He was consci* 
ous that the vigorous opposition of the Tlascalans 
would arouse the energies of other provinces, 
whose fears, or less warlike dispositions, might 
otherwise have led them to entertain more friend- 
ly sentiments; besides, the degree of awe and 
superstition with which the Spaniards were con- 
sidered on account of their superiority, would 
cease to influence the natives, so soon as an ad- 
vantage, however partial, could he obtained over 
their enemy. Should the idea of resistance begin to 
spread tlirough the New World, Cortes was sen- 
sible that his undertaking would terminate in the 
total exteimination of his followers. Even the 
advantages derived from the fire-arms and the ca- 
valry would form but an inadequate counterpoise 
to the vast multitudes which the natives could bring 
incessantly into the field. The Spanish command- 
er, therefore, prudently judged, that his ulterior 
plans would depend for success more on the ope- 
rations of a profound policy, than the agency of 
actual force. He accordingly sent his two prison- 
ers with overtures of peace. To the friendly 
message of Cortes, however, Xicotencatl return- 
ed the following answer : — ^« Bid them proceed 

• B. Diaz. 
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to TlMeala, iriiere tkepMee they sUi meet firoiti. 
Its Bhellbedispbjredbytlieeecnficeoftheirliearta 
and blood to the gods, end of their bodies to ous. 
fcaets."* 

This honibto declaiffttioB, joined to the evidence 
of the Tlas^an Taloiir end ferocity, could not b« 
considered without shuddoriiig by Corles. Yet 
his magnanimoiis soul saw the urgency of affecting 
that composure which he could not leally entertain^ 
Had his heart afforded the least outward synpteia 
of misgiving, the infection would easily and rapidly 
have spread amongst his suffering followers. Ha 
accordingly, with apparent unooneem and confi« 
dence of success, issued the necessary dispositiona 
for another engagement ; and that night was q>eat 
by the Spaniards, partly in preparing for battle, and 
partly in confessing their sins, and other acts cflf de« 
TOtiom On the 5th of September, Cortes renew* 
ed his march with all his men, the wounded not 
being exempted from duty. The crossbowmea and 
musketeers were instructed to dischai^fe alternate* 
ly, so that they might keep up an uninterrupted 
mre ; and every possible arrangement was nsade 
both for the protection of the infantry, and for the 
more^effectual action of the horsemen. At a short 
distance the enemy came in sigh^ oovwing the 
plain to the extent of two leagues, and bearing in 
their deportment all the tokens of unbroken cou^ 
rage, and confidence of success. The vast amyy 
composed of five divisions, each under the guidaaee 
of a principal chief, amounted to 50,000 warriora.f 
They were headed by Xicotencatl, whose baimer 
was carried before him, exhibiting a hrge whito 
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bird, resembling a spread ostricli. The conflict 
b^n, as usual, with a prodigious discbarge of 
arrows, stones, and double»headed darts, after 
which the Tlascalans advanced rigorously towards 
tlie enemy, encouraging the less hardy by anima- 
ting shouts. The incessant fire of the Spaniards 
caused a dreadful slaughter among the thick and 
unwieldy masses of the enemy, whilst the compact 
order and steady courage preserved by the small 
battalions, produced the best effect for a long 
time. Once, however, despite of discipline, the 
line was completely broken, and it required all 
the exertions of Cortes, united with extraordi- 
nary magnanimity on the part of his meu, to re- 
cover their lost position. But the destruction 
wrought by the cavalry came most seasonably to 
their relief. Other circumstances also combined 
to make the Spaniards again masters of the field. 
One of the divisions of the enemy took no part in 
the engagement, owing to a spirit of revenge which 
actuated its commander, who, as it afterwards 
appeared, had received some affix>nt from Xicoten- 
catl.* This circumstance at length damped the 
ardour of the Tlascalans, whose- terrors were fur- 
ther increJBsed when they beheld that one of the 
five principal chiefs had fallen in the conflict. In 
this fierce battle the Spaniards had only one man 
killed ; but no less than seventy, as well as all tlie 
horses, received wounds, many of which after- 
wards proved. mortal. 

Cortes, on the day following this engagement, 
sent a fresh message to the Tlascalan Senate, re- 
iterating hia demand of being allowed a free pass- 
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age ilmmgb thdr tenitories, and ibi^aleliiiig, Ui 
case of a refiiaal» to iiiydre tbe wlude coiutry 
in nun aad deatmctioiit But the Indian elmS% 
Uiongli much dispiritad by their recent losaea, w«ra 
yet nntnbdaedtn' their resolntioB, axid avemsie to 
the propontiona of peace. Far from being nn- 
inlling i^n to meet their fannidaUe foe, they 
were only anxiona to demise aome piMi for attack- 
ing them with a more faTonrable iaave than had 
hitherto accompanied their attempted For tins 
purpose they summoned their prieats and wizards 
Into their presence, and required them to declare 
the motives of the cjztraordinary OTenta which had 
lately happened, and to pomt out the means by 
which such calamities might be averted m fu^ 
tnre. The priests, after the preparatory incanUif 
tions and human sacrifices, announced, that thf 
Spaniards were men like themseires, but created 
by the Tivifying heat of the sun in the regiena'of 
the east; that during tbe day they were invmt 
ciMe, as they fought under the protection of the 
eolar luminary, but at night, when his genial ior 
fiaence was withdrawn, &e atrangers xsould be 
easily conquered and subdued.* . 

This adntion of the mystery satii^ed tbe Tla^" 
caluns, and they resohred to attack the Spaniaids 
by night, though, by so doing, they acted in op^ 
position to their established practice in war. Xicoh 
tenoatl was instructed to surprise and charge .the 
enemy, whilst they were enfeebled by the absence 
of the sun. But Cortes had sufficient sbrewdiiesB 
to peroeiTe tbe stratagems of the Indiana, as wail 
at tbe necessary vigilance to Mnder them aboni?^ 

* B, Diaz ; G0iaayaj Ctim^ ; Herreni^ Dec 
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ffi the execution. The ontpoeta kept a conttant 
^(v^tch, and tX the first syniptonie of the enemy's 
ino7enient, gave the alarm. The Spaniards qnickly 
flew to arms, and before Xiootencatl had time to 
tipproach their quarters, to bis unspeakable asto- 
nishoEient, be perceived, that instead of finding 
those formidable strangers drooping like plants 
under the midnight air, thejr were ready in arms 
to oppose them. A shop conflict ensued, and 
the moon affording a clear li^t, the cavalry soon 
routed the Tlascalans, who fled with all the signs 
of wonder and dismay. 

This success was of the highest importance to 
Cortes ; for it obliged tbe Tlascalans to entertain 
serious thoughts of peace. The last occurrence 
strengthened their former belief, that the Spa- 
tiiards were really teukSf or beings of a superior 
class ; whilst their rage was strongly excited against 
the priests, by whom they considered themselves 
to have been grossly deceived. In this persuasion 
they seized two of the principal impostors, and 
sacrificed them in one of those temples from which 
they were accustomed to issue their oracles.* The 
people, exhausted by such constant hardships, 
"and intimidated by such repeated disasters^ began 
to grow clamorous and impatient; and the Senate 
was obliged to listen to numberless complaints. 
But there was another powerful reason to induce 
that council to suspend hostilities ; and this was a 
peremptory message from Cortes, insisting on his 
former demand, and threatening the Tlascalans 
with instant destruction if they made the least he- 
'Sitation. The members of the Senate unanimously 

• B. Diaz. 
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agreed to enter into an accommodation with ibe 
enemy ; but the general^ Xicotencatl, proudly re- 
fused to give his consent to the measure, and per- 
sisted in his resolution of continuing the war. 
Hereupon, repeated messages were sent by both 
parties, and some time spent in negotiation, till at 
length the Senate carried their point, and Xico- 
tencatl laid down his arms. 

The Tlascalans were, however, doubtful in 
what manner to address the Spaniards. They 
could not decide whether they were to consider 
them as gentle or cruel beings. There had ap- 
peared a sort of contradiction in the conduct of 
those redoubtable invaders, which seemed to jus- 
tify both these opinions. The uniform practice 
of releasing all their prisoners, and sending them 
back, not only without injury, but often with tokens 
of regard, together with the renewal of offers of 
peace at the end of every successive battle, filled 
the Tlascalans with amazement. The system of war 
carried on in New Spain was one of hateful exter- 
mination, and sentiments so different now exhi- 
bited by their new enemy, could not but impress 
them with. a favourable idea of their humanity. 
On the other hand, there were striking circum- 
stances to contradict this opinion. Cortes, having 
detected fifty spies, who had approached his camp 
by order of Xicotencatl, ordered many of them to 
have their hands cut off, and the rest their thumbs, 
in order, by this rigorous measure, at once to pu- 
nish them, and intimidate their employers* The 
sufferers returned to their countrymen, who were 
struck with horror and dismay at the bloody spec- 
tacle ; and this event, combined with the artillery 
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ftiid tlie hones, made them again incHne to judge 
^ iDmderB as beings of a ferocious and sangui- 
wmry disposition. 

' This uncertainty induced the Tlascalans to em- 
ploy a sort of conditional negotiation in their en- 
deavours to propitiate the Spaniards; and accord- 
ingly they dispatched forty messengers, loaded 
with such gifts as would tend to conciliate their 
good-will, whatever might be their real character. 
f< If yon are teuks/' said one of the messengers to 
Cortes, <^ as it is related, and desire human sacri- 
fices, take the flesh of these slaves, and eat ; shed 
their blood, and drink. If you are deities of a be- 
nignant nature, here is a gift of incense and fea- 
thers ; and if you are men, we bring you meat and 
bread for your nourishment.*'* Soon after, the 
approach of a great number of Indians from Tlas- 
cala was announced, and Cortes ordered all his 
men under arms, to receive the numerous train, 
which he supposed to come charged with propo- 
sals of peace. His expectations were not deceived. 
Four elders detached themselves from their body, 
and advancing towards Cortes, with marks of pro- 
found veneration offered him incense, and pro- 
ceeded to declare the purport of their mission. 
They came on the part of the Tlascakn Senate, 
with overtures of peace, solemnly declaring, that 
the Tlascalans had been induced to take arms 
Sigainst the Spaniards, under the persuasion that 
they were the allies of the tyrant Montezuma. 
They concluded by expressing their compunction 
for the past, and their earnest prayer to put them- 

* B. Diaz ; Hcrr^a, Pec. 
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wdwm under the protecUo^ of Cortes* The Spa- 
nish commaiider returned a gracious answer to the 
messengers, expressive of his ardent desire to ce- 
ment indissoluble ties of uuion with the Tkscalan 
nation ; and the sbwt bat desolating war with that 
people was thus brought to a conclosion. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Conspiracy and Massacre of the ChoMans* 

The Spuiiarda entered the city of Tlaiscala on 
the 28d oi September, thiity-foiir days after their 
arriyal into the dominions of the republic The 
reception which they met from thw new allies, 
was as cordial as their previous animosity had 
appeared implacable. Nothing could be more 
fortunate than this timely suspension of hostili-i 
ties ; for the condition of the Spaniards at this 
period was deplorable beyond measure. The 
hardships to which they had l>een subjected 
during such severe serme, were of a nature to 
damp the most ardent spirit^ to break down the 
most robust and healthy frame. Constantly sur- 
rounded by a multitude of enemies equal to then* 
selves in valour and perseverance, and labouring 
under the united calamities of excessive fatiguC} 
want of rest, and maladies peculiar to the climate» 
It would appear that a prolongation of the contest 
would terminate either in the destruction of the 
Invaders, or in obliging them to relinquish their 
enternrise. Half of the troops were on duty du< 
nngtli^ night, and even those of the soldiefs whosf 
Hwa il wia to lepo ef ; wyna com p e l le d t» sbef^ on 
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their arms, that they might assame them at the 
first Bignal of danger. 

Above fifty-five had already perished since the 
commencement of the expedition, and a consider- 
able number were snfiering from their wounds, or 
labouring under distempers which were natural 
to the climate. Cortes himself was in a declining 
state of health, though his dauntless mind impel- 
led him to grapple magnanimously with the cala- 
mity. To all these disasters were added the con- 
stant anticipation of being sbnie day taken, end 
slaughtered in honour of the deities of the coun- 
try, if indeed such a dismal dooia was not pre- 
vented by another equally fatal, from the effects 
of famine. Such was the lowering prospect cqu<9 
tinually present to the Spaniards, when eveiy new 
day called them to a renewal of dangers, and a 
repetition of their miseries. It was not, there- 
fore, extraordinary, that many of the soldiers, worn 
out by such a succession of calamities, should 
murmur and complain^ nor that when they beheld 
the inexhaustible number of their enemies, their 
hearts should begin to despair. Some of them 
had already demanded to be led back to Cuba, 
and Cortes, amidst the pressure of misfortune that 
weighed so heavily, and under such varied forms, 
upon his resection, had the {Additional mortifica- 
tion of perceiving a spirit of despondency creeping 
among his followers. 

His perseverance was now put to a hard trial, 
but his self-pdBsession did not desert him for a 
moinent in so critical a juncture. He endeavoured 
to impress the soldiwB with an idea of the su- 
periority they posaesaed over the enemy, and 
cheered them with the prospect of •« prompt ame* 
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lionlioii in their e<»ditioB. Forlsaiitely tlie 
swiender of the TlasGalaB% the entry of the con- 
qneroTB uito the cky, and the sndd^i exemption 
from hard service and constant danger, came in 
isme to check the progress of the growing eyi], and 
to restore to the Spaniards their wonted resoln* 
tlon. The prospects of the adyentivers were now 
completely changed ; from the abyss of despond* 
ency, they were suddenly elevated to the height of 
hope and confidence. The exertions of Cortes in 
conciliating the Tlascalans were attended with the 
most fortunate results. The natives, with singu- 
lar inconstancy of mind^ quickly passed from the 
extreme of hate to that of enthusiastic admhration. 
They fancied the Spaniards to enjoy a celestial 
origin^ and every thing about them was a subject 
of wonder and praise. The horses were objects 
of special and extraordinary astonishment. They 
supposed them to be monsters, making one with 
their riders ; and even when their error was ex- 
posed to them, they still persisted in their opinion 
that they devoured men in battle, and that their 
neighing was their call for prey.* The Hascalans 
became truly devoted to their new guests, and 
not only were they eager to show obedience to 
their instructions, but invariably evinced a sincere 
desire to anticipate their wants. 

This favourable disposition in the natives en* 
Gonraged Cortes to address them on the subject of 
religion, and rescue them from their cruel idola- 
try. But the Tlascalans were tenacious in pre- 
serving those religions tenets which had been pro- 
fessed by their forefathers. They w«re ready to 

* Hexren, Dec. 
h 2 
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admit the power of the God whom the Spaiiiai'd0. 
worsbippe^d, but, on the other hand, they contend- . 
ed for the glory of their own. The zeal of Cortes 
obscured the brightness of his reason, and, adopt- 
ing a menacing attitude, he began torcontemplate 
a scene similar to Uiat which had mi^rked his so- 
journ at .Chemppalla. Fortunately he was dissua- 
ded from this. rash, attempt by the remonstrances 
of the good Bartholomew de Olmedo, who, with as 
much prud^ncfB as Christian charity, represented 
to him the want of policy as well as justice of 
such a proceeding. He further added, that his 
heart had ncFer approved the yiolent measures 
taken at Chempoalla. The light of religion was 
to be diffused by persuasion, not by the sword. 
Where compulsion influenced the decision of the 
natives, conversion could not be' sincere, and it 
would be of no avail to demolish their false gods, 
if their hearts persisted in entertaining a belief in 
their idolatry. Alvarado, Velazquez de Leon, and 
Lugo, joined their expostulations to the prudent 
words of the worthy priest ; and Cortes was per- 
suaded to desist from his intention.* However, 
this event was not unproductive of some benefi- 
cial results, for it led to the liberation of a great 
number of wretches who were kept in the temples, 
confined in cages, for the purpose of being fatten- 
ed, that they might ofier nt objects for their sacri- 
fices on grand festivals and days of state.f 
^ The Spaniards being now restored to their full 
vigour by their timely sojourn at Tlascala, Cortes 
determined to resume his march towards Mexico, 
Great uncertainty, however^ ensued with regai'd to 

* B. Dlaz« Clavigero, 
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the rood he Mras to take. The Mexican ambas* 
sadors strongly recommended him to proceed to 
Cfaolula, a considerable town, where arrangements 
l^ad already been made for his accommodation ; bat 
the Tlascalans as earnestly dissuaded Cortes from 
foUowmg this advice. They represented the Cho- 
hilans as a perfidious people, and wholly subser- 
vient to the will of Montezuma. Cortes never- 
theless resolved to march to that town, partly to 
please the Mexican ambassadors, whose good 
graces he had assiduously toiled to gain, and part- 
ly to show the Tlascalans that he stood in as lit- 
tle awe of concealed as of open enemies. The 
Spanish army wieis besides considerably strength- 
ened by a reinforcement of 6000 Tlascalans, and 
in case of some secret plot, Cortes relied with im- 
plicit ccmfidence on his sagacity and prudence, 
which he considered more than adequate to the 
rude contrivances of the Indiand. 

Cholula ' was a place of highest veneration 
amongst the Indians. Their superstition had in- 
duced them to consider the to^n under the spe- 
cial protection of their gods ; hence it was the re- 
sort of many pilgi'ims^ who came to pay their de- 
votions at the sanctuary of Quetzalcoatl, a divi- 
nity witli whom a very important feature of the 
Mexican mythology was connected. His temple 
was considered the first in importance, and claimed 
precedence over the principal one of Mexico. On 
which account, the sacrifices therein performed 
were as numerous as they were frightful. It was 
an article of the Indian faith, that, by razing the 
wall of this temple, secret springs of water would 
Tburst, and copious rivers begin to flow, in such 
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a maimer as to produce a general innndatioB.^ 
It is more than probable tbat this persuasion ac« 
taated Montezuma in desiring the Spaniards to 
enter Cholula, where he expected the gods would 
dreadfully visit on those strangers their numerou? 
and darii^g profanations. 

As Cortes approached the town, the principal 
chiefs and priest, carrying censers in their hands, 
and attended by musical instruments, came in ad- 
vance to meet nim. They, however^ with marks 
of profound respect, informed the Spanish com- 
mander, that though they were willing to admit 
the Spaniards and the Totanacas into their city, 
the same privilege could not extend to their an- 
cient and bitter enemies the Tlascalans. To this 
arrangement Cortes oiBPered no opposition, and in- 
structing his allies to remain encamped in the vi- 
cinity of Cholula, he entered that place with the 
same ceremonies and tokens of wonder which had 
characterized his former entry into Tlascala. But 
the show of cordiality testified at first by the Cho- 
Inlans soon began to change, and the symptoms, 
that some secret plan was in contemplation, could 
not escape the active eye of Cortes. He began 
seriously to entertain thoughts that the Tlascalans 
had not deceived him in their accounts of the. per- 
fidy of the Cholulans. By degrees the provisions 
sapplied began to grow more scarce, until they to- 
tally failed, and the Spaniards had nothing but 
wood and water provided for their entertainment. 
But this was not the only evidence of secret ma- 
chinations. Other proofs more striking and convin- 
cing were soon brought to \ifhu Some of the CheUf* 

* Torqiiemada ; Clayigeto. 
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poallan allies came secretly to Cortes, and inform- 
ed iiim that they had discovered several pitfalls 
and trenches dug in the streets adjoining the 
Spanish quarters. These traps, apparently to dis- 
able the horses^ were slightly covered over witli 
earth, and armed with sharp stakes, on which the 
intended victims might foil transfixed. To this 
intelligence was soon added other evidence of a 
aiiU more alarming description. Several of the 
Tlascalans introduced themselves disguised into 
llie city, and apprised Cortes that they had oh* 
served a vast number of women and children has« 
toning away from Cholula in the night, laden with 
valuable articles, which event could not be ac- 
counted for but on the ground of some impending 
commo^on. They further added, that six child- 
ren had been sacrificed in the- principal temple — a 
siire token that the Cholulans meditated a warlike 
undertaking. Besides, itwas also discovered that 
inti'enchments had been formed in some of the 
streets; and stones, and other missiles, collected on 
the summits of the temples. But the evidence 
which most powerfully weighed on Cortes, and 
changed Iiis suspicions into certainty, was the in- 
formation brought by the faithful Dona Marina. 

By a most fortunate event, the beauty, spirit, 
and numerous accomplishments of this extraordi- 
nary female had excited the regard of a Qfaolulan 
lady of high rank, who resolved to make^n effort 
to save her from the ruin with which her ^friends 
were threatened. To this effect she disclosed to 
her the mysteries of the deep conspiracy : That 
^,000 Mexicans were ready at a short distance 
•finmi l^e city, who, in conjunction with the Cho- 
lolass^ bad concerted effectual meaaures for the to« 



tal nmacfe of ihe SpB»uurfb« I>ona Marina W 
no time in bringing iiuft intdligence to Cortaa« 
Her ■agadtyand attachment worestroi^lyexoiiiT 
plified on this occa^OB, by the manner in wbicli 
she won erery tecret from her Chololan friendt 
pretending to follow the Spaniardaby compalaioa, 
inducing her not only to diadoae the diabolical 
plot, but to exert her utmoat endeavours in tho 
investigation of ita trammah* Some of the cl^of 
priests were then arrested, and awod by the con- 
viction that the Spaniards were really teules, since 
they could thus discover such secret machinations^ 
they confirmed) by their depositions, the existenco 
and progress of the conspiracy* Every doubt 
was now removed, and Cortes reiected with a 
shudder on the danger that had menaced both him 
and his companions. 

His mind was pw plexed how to proceed in thia 
important juncture. A measure of the utmost 
rigour suggested itself as the only one fitted for 
the present trying occasion. The profound refine^ 
ment of the treason made him abhor the duplicity 
of the Cholulans ; its atrocious extent kindled in 
his heart the flame of fierce indignation. But when 
the first ebullition of passion had subsided, a der 
gree of sombre horror pervaded his reflections. 
The moment was arri^ned when a fearful and san« 
guiaary expedient was to be adopted, both to pn« 
nish the present treachery, and prevent a repeti# 
tion of it in futuve. He resolved, therefore, by • 
dreadful retribution, to strike terror into the hearta 
of his enemies, and by the image of a frighlfol 
catastrophe to arrest the progress of Montasmaa 
in the fabrication of new plots. Unwilling, how« 
ai^iV to proceed la m momentoiis an affidr with* 
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mk% At MlviM aad eoii««miBoe of hii Mwn, h% 
iattaiiti^ proceeded to unfold the awful danger Iby 
wlueii they were inrromided. SonM were of op- 
mtm that the catastrophe ehonld be averted by a 
speedy retreat to Hneiotainoo or Tlascalai but 
the inajority referring thottselves to the determi^ 
nation of their general» Cortes lesolTod to carry 
kis design into ezecniion.* Ho accordingly or* 
dered his Tlascskn allica to storm the city at the 
dawn of day^ and thati showing only mercy to« 
wards the women and chtMrsBi they «honld in« 
flict a promtscnovs doom on tho rest of its inhabit- 
ants. 

Cortes then signified to the Cholulans that it 
was his intention to resume his march on the foU 
lowing day. This intelligence filled these Indians 
with a strong delight, which they conld not dis* 
gatse in their loola and deportment. They con- 
ceived themselves now secare of their prey, and 
already gloated in the anticipated destmction of 
their enemies. At the hretk of day, therefore^ 
the chiefs and abont forty Cholnlans came into a 
sort of sqimiB or conrt in the Spanish quarters, 
which was to be in a short time the scene of a 
firightfal tragedy. A considerable number of the 
Cholulan troops also bntst into the square in ex- 
pectation of a result very difierent from that 
which was to follow. Cortes mounted his horse, 
and proceeded to address them in a calm but se- 
vers tone, reproaching them with the blackness of 
their treason, and the extent of their guilu He 
knew all their contrivances, and was folly ac- 
q«ainted with their designSk The Spaniards had 

•Clavigiie^ 
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entered their city under the 8af(^ard of profiinv. 
ed friendfihip— they bad not by one suigle act re**. 
dered themselves liable to the hatred or the re^ 
venge of the Cholnlans. Their conduct had nni« 
forioly been that of peaceable gaests, not that of 
insolent conquerors. So far from contemplating 
aught against the security of their city, or the 
property of its inhabitants, they had shown them-^ 
selves solicitous to preserve both by all the means 
in their power. They had accordingly. In com^^ 
pliance with the request]bf ibe Cholulaiis, prohibit-> 
ed the Tlascalan allies from appearing in the city 
— a request which, it now became evident, had .only 
been made with the intention of depriving the 
Spaniards of the assistance of their friends. << If,** 
added Cortes,/^ you had a natural aversion against 
men from whom you have received no wrong, why 
not oppose us manfully and bravely in the field 
like the Tlascalans, instead of resorting to means 
so cowardly and so treacherous, to display your 
animosity, and effect our destruction ? The vic- 
tory which your false deities have promised you is 
beyond their power. The bloody sacrifices which 
yon expected to offer up to them cannot be ac* 
complished, and the efiects of this dark plot will 
only be to turn the intended min against the guilty 
heads of its contrivers." * 

The chiefs, astounded and intimidated^ endear 
voured to excuse their conduct by a declaration 
of the orders they had received from Montezuma. 
Cortes, however, would not accept this excuse, 
but ordered a musket to be fired^ which was the 
s.gnal for the punishment of the Cholulans. Here- 

* B. Diaz ; CUvigero. 
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upon dM Spimiards fell on their Ttctimfli, and the 
^mcB beoame in a moment a scene of horror and 
GOBfittion. A vast number were slaughtered on 
the spot, whiUt many others, who sncceeded in 
effecting their escape from this horrible catas* 
Iropbe, soon met with another equally appalling^ 
tt^r la the streetSi or in the temples of their 
^ted eity. The Tiascalans now rushed against 
tibe town with .the meat nnequiyocal symptoms of 
their sanguinary intentions. Instigated at once 
by thdr ancient quarrel with the Cholulans, and 
eager to signalise their «eal in the cause of their 
ftlltesy they hurried through the streets like frantic 
demons, cutting down whateyer they met in their 
fierce and destmctiye course* The citizens, ap*. 
palled at so unexpected an attack, and undecided 
what step to adopt, betook themselves to flight; 
whilst others, lesa dismayed or more desperate, 
Msembied in various places to check the career 
of their destroyers. 

Meantime, the Spaniards sallied from their 
quarters, and began to make fearful havoc with 
their artillery, which kept up a constant fire, sweep- 
ing down the aflnghted Cholulans, and encumber- 
ing the streets with their lifeless remains. Some 
of tb^ inhabitants, in despair of averting their fate 
by human means, had now recourse to their su- 
perstitious belief. They considered the moment 
«rnved, when it became necessary to raze the 
•waits of the temple of Quetsalcoatl ; and they iur 
'Stsntly applied to the task in the flattering expect- 
ation that the city would be deluged. But when 
"^T perceived the total feihve of this ezpedienlf, 
their dismay increased, and they yielded almost 
to despair. Some^ in the intensity of agonyi en* 

M 
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dearonred to fortify tbemselves in their houses — 
others flocked to the temples to implore the "jplity 
of the gods, and exert their last efforts, as tfaef 
supposed, under dirine protection. Many of th^ 
houses were now in flames, and the work of slaugh- 
ter continued, amidst the piercing cries of the vic^ 
tims,andthe fierce exclamations of their destroyers. 
Cortes summoned those who had made themselves 
strong in the temples to surrender. They treated 
the summons with fierceness and scorn ; on which 
the Spaniards proceeded to storm those last sanc- 
tuaries of superstition and despair. 

The attack was furious, and its effects became 
too soon apparent. The entrances were obstructed 
with the dying and the dead. The towers were 
involyed in a conflagration, produced by the fla- 
ming torches which the Indians hurled, with fatal 
certainty, to the intended spot. The streets were 
covered with bloody and half-burnt corpses, whilst 
the cries of agony, and the confusion that pervaded 
that scene of desolation, made of the whole city a 
spectacle of unparalleled horror. It was a striking 
evidence of inveterate purpose, that of all the Cho- 
lulans who had fled to their temples, only one 
surrendered alive to the Spaniards — all the rest 
chose rather to perish in the flames, or, by preci- 
pitating themselves from the high towers^ to be 
dashed in pieces. ' 

In this frightful slaughter above six thousand 
lost their lives, and the city presented a monmfttl 
spectacle of depopulation. The Spaniards and 
Tlascalans, when the work of death was ended, 
began to ravage and plunder the dwellings of the 
Cholulans, and the temples of their gods. The 
latter evinced such determined animosity in thek 
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conduct against their ancient enemies, that Cortes 
was obliged to interpose his authority to check 
their frantic rage. The dreadful spectacle which 
jCholula now presented awoke sentiments of pity 
in the heart of the Spanish commander. He is- 
jsued a proclamation, inviting the fugitives to re- 
turn to their habitations^ and promising pardon to 
all those who had escaped the preceding devasta- 
tion. He likewise desired Xicotencatl, who had 
suddenly appeared near the city, at the head of 
twenty thousand men, to withdraw from the place, 
Iiis assistance being no longer necessary. The 
.women and children, who were wandering in ter- 
mor in the mountains^ gradually returned to Cho- 
lul^. Many unfortunates began to issue from 
obscure corners and lurking places, whilst many 
others started from the heaps of corpses, where 
they lay apparently dead. Cortes then ordered 
the Tlascalans to release their prisoners, and caused 
jA reconciliation to take place between them. He 
then appointed a brother of the late Cazique, who 
had been slain, to the government of the city, and 
used every endeavour to persuade the Cholulans, 
that he was most amicably inclined to them, and 
that nothing but their perfidious conduct had 
brought so dreadful a visitation on the city. 

The massacre of the Cholulans is one of those 
acts which cannot be justified, but which may, ne- 
vertheless, be considerably palliated, by an impar- 
, tial and candid examination of the causes by which 
it was occasioned. The Cholulans had not received 
the slightest mark of hostility or vexation from 
their guests, when they barbarously planned 
their total annihilation. Their atrocity is only to 
be equalled by theii* unparalleled duplicity. But 
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to the stimuias of aroused indigttftlidn, And the 
thirst of vengeance for the premeditated outrage, 
the policy, and even necessity, of the measure, be- 
came apparent to the enraged Spaniards* A sig* 
nal punishment they considered indispensable, to 
ensure their future security; and those natives 
who could not be gained by the advances of cor« 
diality, it was necessary to intimidate by the agency 
of terror. Such were, no doubt, the reasons that 
determined Cortes to perpetiate adeed which baa 
been one of the most strongly censured in the con* 
quest of Mexico. The provocation received was 
undoubtedly great, and the position of the Spa*- 
nish commander truly difficult and embarrassing^*-^ 
yet neither the one nor the other can justify such 
cruel and excessive retaliation. But impartiality 
requires us also to declare, that the catastrophe 
would not have been so fearful, had not the Tlascifr- 
lans assisted with a savage determination of avenging 
their former injuries. It must, at all events, be ad- 
mitted, that the affair of Cholula was neither so 
excusable as Solis, the historical panegyrist of 
Cortes, endeavours to establish, nor yet that act 
of wanton cruelty which Las Cases and others, 
stimulated hy imprudent zeal, have laboured to 
represent. In both cases^ those historians were 
misled by a bigoted adherence to their own fa- 
vourite systems, the former representing Heman 
Cortes as a perfect hero, the latter describing the 
Indians as the most horribly and wantonly perse- 
cuted of human beiBgs, 
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CHAPTER XL 



Caries continues his Marchy and makes his entry 

into Mexico. 

Tranquillity being in some degree restored 
to Cholula, Cortes assembled tbe chiefs and the 
priests to a conference, in which he entered largely 
into his views, not neglecting to address them on 
the subject of religion. He flattered himself that 
after the inefficiency of their famous Quetzalcoatl 
in protecting them from the recent calamity, they 
would lend a willing ear to his proposal of conver- 
sion ; but this was a point on which the Indians 
invariably showed a strong disinclination. Father 
Olmedo again interposed his wise counsels in dis- 
suading Cortes from proceeding to the destruction 
of the idols> but he liberated the prisoners con- 
fined in the cages for tbe purposes of sacrifi ce. 

Cortes having remained fourteen days at Cho- 
Inla, and there being no longer occasion for h is 
presence in that city, consulted with his offi cers 
concerning their future operations. The 0)0^ cu- 
rity which involved the plot of the Cholulans , kept 
the mind of Cortes in a state of doubt with re« 
gard to the attitude he ought to assume in ap- 
proaching the capital of Montcjsuma. Though 
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there were strong reasons to suspect that the con- 
spiracy had been planned and ordered by that 
monarch, yet the solemn protestations of his am- 
bassadors, and the reputation which the Cholulans 
had for duplicity, rendered it perhaps unjust to 
fix the odium on him. Cortes accordingly deter- 
mined to affect a disbelief of his being concerned 
in the transaction* and sent a tnessenger in ad- 
Tance to apprise that monarch of hb approaching 
yisit. He, however, took care to inform him of 
the accusation in which the Cholulans had impli- 
cated him, but of Which he professed his utter dis- 
belief-^ especially when the crime imputed to him 
was levelled against men from whom he had re- 
ceived no injury or offence, but who, on the con- 
trary, were advancing towards his capital in the full 
confidence of a friendly reception. He was a power- 
ful monarch, and if he entertained any hostile sen- 
timents to the Spaniards, they were convinced he 
would meet them magnanimously in the field, in- 
stead of resorting to mean and dastardly treason. 
The message closed with a declaration that the 
Spaniards stood prepared against all contingencies, 
and that they were as ready to defeat the machi- 
nations of secret enemies, as they were disposed to 
meet any valiant foe in the field of battle. 

Montezuma was, on his side, in a painful state 
of anxiety and doubt. He felt an inward repug- 
nance to allow these strangers to enter his capitid, 
but yet dared not refuse his consent. The catas<* 
trophe at Cbolula filled him with horror and 
amazement. His first care, therefore, was to ex- 
culpiite himself from any participation in the guilt 
of vtke Cholulans ; and, to remove ev^ry sui^icion 
from the mind of Cortes^ he sent him a most copk 
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dial mutation to his court.* Bvt agidn his r&. 
pugnance to admit the Spaniards within the city 
returned, and thus he remained for some time in 
a state of uncertainty and anxiety difficult to de- 
scribe. In the meantime Cortes had left Cholula 
on the 29th of October, and was adyancine to- 
wards the capital of the Mexican empire, without 
encountering opposition. On the contrary, at erery 
place he touched during his march, he was wel- 
comed by the inhabitants as a superior being, des- 
tined by the gods to rescue them from the oppres- 
sion under which they groaned. From erery 
quarter Cortes receivea complaints of the aihi- 
trary power and vexatious deeds of Montezuma ; 
and by every person these avowals were made 
with that fearless confidence which the most timid 
assume, when conscious of addressing beings su- 
perior in power to the object of their accusation 
and their dread. 

These tokens could not fail to produce a grate- 
ful sensation in the mind of the Spanish general. 
The first symptoms of disaffection be had disco- 
vered in the Chempoallans had been to him as 
a bright ray, at which many a fond hope was 
lighted, and many a glowing speculation created ; 
but to perceive such striking evidence of discon- 
tent in the immediate vicinity of Mexico, was na- 
turally attended with a most satisfactory presage. 
An empire thus disunited and impaired in strength, 
bore within it the evidence of its own ruin. But 
whilst the chief was thus indulging in the most 
gratifying anticipations, others of a no less agree- 
able nature engrossed the minds of his followers. 
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As tbey attained the sominit of Ithualco, an^ be- 
lield the beautiful valley of Mexico beneath «c- 
panding gradually to their view, a crowd of hopes 
and delightful reveries possessed them. It seem* 
ed as though a most brilliant reward was about 
to crown all their past troubles and privations. 
The prospect that now unfolded itself was one of 
those which nature has exhausted her riches 
to embellish and adorn. As far as the eye 
could reach, luxurious meadows and cultivated 
plantations, umbrageous forests and smiling 
plains^ extended in one beautiful and inexhaust- 
ible variety. A magnificent lake, resembling the 
sea in extent, and in the placidity of its waters 
those of a silvery stream, burst majestically on the 
view, surrounded with populous towns, — whilst 
the capital of all rose from its very bosom, its lofty 
temples and glittering turrets looking to the skies. 
The Spaniards gazed with enraptured eyes on the 
splendid scene, and conceived that the golden 
dreams of romance, the graces of fairy land, were 
realized in these enchanting regions. 
^ But while the Spaniards were thus rapidly advan- 
cing towards the capital, Montezuma continued in 
his irresolute frame of mind. After the catastrophe 
at Cholula he had retired to the palace of Tlillau- 
calmecatl, a mansion appropriated to prayer and 
penitential sorrow. There he remained eight days, 
observing a rigid abstinence, and going through a 
coui*se of other religious austerities, to deprecate 
the wrath of the gods. From this holy retreat 
he dispatched four persons of distinction, with 
earnest entreaties to Cortes to dissuade him from 
entering Mexico ; binding himself, at the same 
timei to pay an annut^ tribute to the King of Spain. 
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A« % fkrther inducement, he promised, in case of 
compliance, to present the Spanish general with 
four loads of gold, and one to each of his follow* 
en«* Snch dreadful apprehensions did this slender 
body of strangers infase into the mind of the prince^ 
timt the absolute monarch of a vast and mighty 
empire employed every art, and descended to the 
most humble entreaties, when he might have over- 
whelmed them with his power. The messengen 
joined Cortes at Ithnalco, and aoqoainted him with 
the wishes of Montezuma ; to which the Spanish 
general returned the usual answer. He felt duly 
grateful for the favours of so magnificent a prince, 
but he could not retrace his steps without seeing 
the Mexican monarch in person, and consulting on 
the important afiairs that had brought the Spa^ 
niards into regions so distant from their own. 

The disquietude of Monteeuma grew now to a 
paidul excitement. The priests contributed to 
augment the turmoil of his mind by the relation 
of certain ominous dreams, and other superstt« 
tious signs which had recently taken place. The 
perturbation of the Mexican sovereign became 
at length so tormenting, his fears were so pain- 
fully excited, his thoughts so various and per- 
plexing, that, without waiting for the issue of the 
fast message, he called to council his brother Cuit- 
lafauatzin, the lord of Tezcuco, and a few others 
of the principal magnates of his empire, to de- 
liberate what coarse he was to adopt. The opi- 
nions given were precisely those which he had re- 
isetved in all his previous consultations. His bro- 
ther strenuously opposed the reception of the Spa- 

* Ckvig«ko$ B*Dlaz. 
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oiards, whikt ibe lord of Tezcaco as powerfaUf 
advocated a contrary resolatioD. In this dileoima 
Montezuma, who had uniformly inclined to ^ 
advice of the former, suddenly embraced the coun* 
sel of the latter; he accordingly commissiooed 
that personage to meet the Spanish general, and 
to compliment him in his name. He, hotirever, 
gave him also instructioas to dissuade that chief 
from his intention, should an opportunity offer, 
with any probability of success. 

The lord of Tezcuco proceeded to his embassy 
with great pomp and ceremonial. He caused his 
approach to be announced by four noblemen. 
These messengers informed Cortes that Cacamat- 
zin, lord of Tezcuco, and nephew of the great 
Monteamma, was approaching ; and they suppli- 
cated him to wait his arrival. Soon after Caea* 
matzin appeared, carried in a splendid litter^ er« 
namented with jewels, and a profusion of green 
feathers shooting from branched pillars of gold* 
This magnificent conveyance was borne by eight 
persons of distinction, who assisted the -lord of 
Tezcuco to alight, and then carefully swept the 
way as he advanced towards the Spanish chief ;'^ 
a brilliant retinue of the Mexican and Tezcucan 
nobility closed the procession. The Spaniards 
were astonished at the splendour of the sight, and 
they could not but entertain the most extraordi- 
nary idea of the wealth and opulence of Monte«( 
zuma, when they reflected on the gorgeous tcaki 
that accompanied his nephew. Cortes received 
the illustrious ambassador with every token- of 
icindness and respect. Civilities were mutoaSr 

• B. Diaz. 
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eschangedy and, after a short interTieW) these per- 
soaages separated, the Mexican to report the nn- 
b^dmg resolution of the strangers, and the Spa- 
niard as fixed as ever in his intention of entering 
the capital. 

The fiactnating state of Monteamma's mind con- 
tinued, and Cortes was already near the causeways 
that led into the city, before the anxious monarch 
had ultimately decided whether he should wel- 
come the Spaniards as friends, or oppose them as 
enemies* Cortes, howerer, proceeded in his march 
unmindful of this irresolution ; hut though he af- 
fected the most cordial regard for the prince he 
came to visit, as well as the persuasion of an equal- 
ly favourable reception, he nevertheless ordered 
his plan of march with the greatest order and dis- 
cipline, nor had he been negligent in adopting 
every measure of precaution. Proceeding along' 
the causeway of Iztapalapan, the Spaniards arrived 
at a place called Xoloc, where the principal road 
ta Mexico and that to Cojohuacan meet. At the 
angle formed by these roads, and about the distance 
of half a league from the capital, there stood a bas- 
tion, crowned with two towers, and surrounded 
with a wall above ten feet in height. This place 
became afterwards memorable as the camp of the 
Spaniards, when they laid siege to Mexico. In 
tms spot a vast concourse of people were collect- 
ed to witness the arrival of those extraordinary 
httiogs, who had spread such sensations of wonder 
and alarm throughout the country. Here also 
Cortes made a halt, to receive the compliments of 
anamerous train of Mexican nobles, all attired in 
their richest dresses, and who, ais they passed be- 
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bowy tonchmg the ground, and kissing tbeir ban4%i 
After this ceremony, Cortes contmued his cowm. 
•till in nncertainty, and in the same manner m ^ 
he were advancing against an enemy. Aa he dre^ 
near the city, bowoTer, it was announced that 
Monteauma was apjvoachiitf ; and seen af^r the 
prooeaaion came in sight. Three officers appear-^ 
ed first, each holding a golden rod, which they 
lifted on high at intenralsy and by which the people 
were informed of the presence of the soYereigo^ 
and invited to prostrate theinaelres in sign of re* 
spect and veneration* Montezuma was borne in a 
magnificent litter, covered with plates of gold- 
This was carried by four nobles on their shoulders, 
whilst a splendid canopy of green feathers, ricbljr 
adorned with precious stones and golden fringe^ 
offered a shade to the mighty monarch. He wi^ 
attended by 200 noblemen, splendidly attured id 
rich mantles of cotton, and bearing large waving 
feathers on their heads. They marched two by 
two, at a respectful distance from Montezumni 
their feet bare, their eyes fixed on the ground, aqd 
evincing every token of profound veneration. The 
Emperor was attired with great magnificence* 
Suspended from his shoulders bung a mantle pro- 
fusely covered with gold and gems* He wore a 
thin crown of the same metal, and gold buskins 
on his legs, studded with precious stones* Whea 
he drew near Cortes, he was lifted from his li^es^ 
and borne for a short space on the arms of tha 
Lords of Tezcuco, Iztapalapan, Tacuba» and Cfi>. 
johuacao« Cortea dismounted, and came forwul 
in an attitude of profound respect, Montezuma 
then leant on the arms of the Lords of Tezcuco and 
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bttLpidi^aii) wbilst the other nobkfl spread cotton 
mantles on the ground, that so great a king might 
not .touch it with his feet. Cortes addressed him 
with deep reverence, after the fashion of Europe ; 
which compliment Montezuma returned by touch- 
ing the ground and then kissing it, according to the 
manner of the country. Cortes then i^proached 
hiin, and threw around his neck a thin collar of 
gold, on which were strung glass beads of dif- 
ferient kinds. The monarch received this attention 
with gracious affability, but when the Spaniard 
made a movement to embrace him, the nobles re- 
spectfnlly held him back, considering this too great 
a liberty.* 

• A prodigious multitude had assembled to wit- 
ness this extraordinary meeting ; not only were 
the causeways and streets filled with the crowd, 
hot the doors of the dwellings, the windows, and 
even the tops of the buildings, were thronged with 
men, women, and children, who, with wondering 
eyes, beheld the ceremony, yet could scarcely 
believe it to be a reality. The complaisance and 
respectful behaviour of Montezuma towards the 
Btrangera, filled the Mexicans with aston^hment. 
They naturally concluded that those must certain- 
ly be tetUeSf to whom so haughty and powerful a 
monarch condescended to show such strong marks 
of his regard. This persuasion greatly contribu- 
ted to elevate the Spaniards in their opinion ; nor 
were the strangeness of the attire, the arms, horses, 
jfftillery, and every object which they observed, 
calculated to dissipate the delusion. On the other 
hrad, the surprise and admiration of the Spaniards 



w«TO powerfiiHj excitod on wfaatei^r nde they 
ehaneed to tarn their eyes* The Tastnesa of the 
lake in whiob the city was built-^the grandeur of 
that eity it§elf — the beanty of the bnildings-*-itf 
nnnerovs popnlation«— <and the aigna of wealtli 
OTerywhere diecoTerable, all tended to impress 
them with a sensation of wondw and delight. 

Yet snch feelings were united with others of a 
Tory different tendency. Reflecting on the im« 
mensity and power of that empire, into the capital 
ef which they were now entering, many of the 
Spaniards could not entirely dispel a sentiment of 
dread at the temerity of their present enterprise. 
Four handred and fifty men fearlessly plunged in* 
to the middle of a Tast city, filled with a warlike 
people, of whose friendly disposition they could 
only entertain an eqaivocal opinion ; and this city, 
being built on an island in the middle of a lake, 
was approachable only by long causeways^ inter* 
tected by various apertures — the small bridges 
thrown over which could, in a moment, be remo* 
▼ed, and by this means totally preclude the posn* 
bilit^ of a retreat. The recent plot meditated at 
Cholnla came also to strengthen doubt, and create 
alarm. The uniform repugnance of Monteininui 
to see the Spaniards, and the repeated warnings 
which the latter had receiyed during their marchy 
Were likewise calculated to confirm any sentiment 
ef distrust and fear. Kerertheless, a handful of 
men, in contempt of such obstacles, willingly pla- 
ced themselTes in a situation replete with danger. 

Cortes and his companions, after marching the 
apace of a mile and a half within the city, were 
conducted to a large mansion, prepared for their re- 
ception. This waa a iraat palaee formerly inhabited 
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by King AxAJ«catl» And was iitaMed at % Abort 
distance from the western entrance of the prinoi* 
)ial temple^ The habitations were epacious and 
convenient) so that not ootjr the Spaniards, but 
their Indian allies, found the most ample aocom«< 
Hiodation. Montezuma took Cortes by the hand, 
and conducted him to a large hall) eorefed with 
tapestry, embroidered with gold and gemS) in a 
fanciful and efiectiire manner. He then took hi* 
leavB) saying, << Malitzin, yon and your corapa* 
niont are now in your own house ; refresh and ra« 
pose yourselres until my return/'* When Mob* 
teznma had withdrawn, the first care of Cortes waa 
to examine his quarters, and take every precau« 
tion for the security of his followers. He began 
by firing a volley of all his artillery, with the view 
of intimidating the Mexicans, after which he ap<> 
^Tied himself to put the place in a state of defence^ 
He disposed a battery in front of the gate^ distri* 
buted his guards in different situations, and isiued 
orders, that every thing should proceed as if the 
Spaniards were facing the oamp of an enemy, ra» 
dier than enjoying the hospitality of a firiend.f 

Montexnma having taken his meal in his owa 
palace, returned to the Spanish quarters, with the 
same pomp and attendance that had marked his 
first meeting with Cortes. He brought splendid 
presents, which he bestowed on the Spanish ge- 
neral and bis followers, and which served to esta- 
blish both the generosity Of the donor and the 
Wealth of his empire. A long conference then 
took plaoe between the monarch and his illustrious 

* Cortes, Relat. ; B. Diaz ; Henera, Dec 2. 
t B. Diaz. 



158 LIFE Of 

gnest. In this Montezama fully exposed bis Views' 
and opinions concerning the Spaniards. He enter'- 
tained no doubt tbat they were the men destined 
by the gods to assume the gOFemment of the 
country, for it was not many years since his an- 
cestors came from the region of the north, and 
only ruled those dominions as the yicegerents of 
Quetzalcoatl, their great god and lawful sove- 
reign.* Cortes showed himself grateful for the 
generosity and hospitality with which he and his 
companions had been received ; but far from wish- 
ing to undeceive the monarch with regard to the 
origin and predetermined destiny of the Spaniards, 
artfully endeavoured to keep alive a delusion so 
highly conducive to the success of his designs. He 
descanted largely on the greatness and power of 
Don Carlos, his sovereign and the most powerful 
monarch of the earth ; avowing, that he came charged 
with the important mission of cementing the ties 
of alliance with the great Montezuma, as well as 
to use his best persuasion to alter and modify se- 
veral laws and usages in his empire, which were 
totally contrary to the views of justice and human- 
ity. From this he took occasion to enter into the 
subject of the Mexican religion ; its cruel super- 
stition, and the necessity of abolishing thove 
frightful sacrifices whicJh were in opposition to 
the most common dictates of nature and human- 
ity. Montezuma soon after departed, commanding 
that nothing should be wanting towards the en- 
tertainment of his guests. The utmost cordiality 
prevailed in this interview, and the two chiefs 
separated with mutual protestations of good-wilL 

• Clavigero. 
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llie adventurous and memorable entry of the 
Spaniards into Mexico took place on the 8th day 
of November 1519, and seven months after their 
arrival at the country of Anahuac, known after- 
wards by the name of New Spain. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Description of the Mexican Capitaly Sfc» 

The city of Mexico, or Tenuchtitlani was si- 
tuated upon a small island in the lake of Tezcttco, 
about fifteen miles westward from the town oJF 
that name, and four to the east of TJacopan, or 
Tacuba. Access to the capital was obtained by 
means of three large causeways of earth and stone, 
each so spacious that ten horsemen could ride 
over them abreast. But besides these principal 
roads, there was another of smaller dimensions 
for the two aqueducts of Chapoltepec Mexico 
measured about ten miles in circumference, and, 
at the most moderate computation, contained 
60,000 houses. The capital was divided into four 
quarters, each comprising various districts, the 
ancient names of which are still preserved among 
the Indians. But if the situation of the city was 
singular and picturesque, the effect produced by 
its construction was no less remaikable. The • 
buildings were, in general, erected upon a scale of 
magnificence that excited the wonder of the Spa- 
niards. The temples of the gods, the palaces of 
Montezuma, and the mansions of his lords and/ 
courtiers, were large, elevated, and adorned with 
battlements and towers, so that it would appear 



HERKAN CORTES. 161 

tbftt the Mexicans thought it necessary to pro^ 
▼ide a defence even to their private dwellings. 
There ivas a vast square called Tlateloco, which 
served as the principal market-place in the city, 
and which was stocked with a prodigious quanti* 
ty, as well as variety^ of provisions and merchan- 
dize. On one sidO) a great number of slaves of 
both sexes were exposed for sale ; another was 
assigned for the provisions ; and here an abundant 
supply of fowls, game, fruits, vegetables, and 
pastry, were exhibited. Further were to be seen 
dcsalers in earthenware, and different wooden ar- 
ticles of household furniture. In fine, this vast 
place might be likened to a well-attended fair, so 
great was the number of buyers and sellers, so 
abundant and various the goods which it displayed. 
Besides the principal market-place, there were 
O^ers of smaller importance in different parts of 
the dty; which contained, also, many fountains and 
&^-pond8, beautiful gardens, some level with the 
ground, others elevated into high terraces. Seve- 
ral of the streets of Mexico were broad and 
strsigbt, intersected in many quarters by canals, 
which contributed to heighten the effect of the 
cky, together with the loftiness and dazzling 
polish of the temples and other stately build ings, 
Qa the day following the arrival of the Spaniards 
into the city, Cortes, attended by Alvarado, San- 
doval, Velazquez de Leon, and Ordaz, paid a visit 
tdcMontezuma ; and the interview, which lasted a 
CMMiderable time, showed a mutual exchange of 
civilities and cordiality. With the permission of 
tbs monarch, the three following days were appoint- 
ed^ for visiting the capital. Montezuma,* however, 
apinvhensive that some afiront would be offered 
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to bis gods by the 8traiig;«n^ went bimielf to Uliie 
principal temple, attended by a splendid retiittM> 
and with tbe same ceremonial that bad marked 
bi8 reception of the Spaniards into the capitnl of 
bis empire.* Cortes and his companions derifiid 
great pleasure at the novelty of the objects which 
tney saw. The great square of Tlateloco excited 
their admiration no less for the quantity and rtri-* 
ety of the merchandize, than for the admirable 
arrangement displayed, effected, no doubt, by a 
tribunal of three judges sitting in one end of the 
square, and a competent number of officers^ who 
paraded the place to examine the articles and pre^ 
serve order. Having contemplated these various 
objects, Cortes proceeded to the great temple, 
through a number of large courts, paved vmh 
white out stones, and enclosed by strong double 
walls. Tbe ascent to the temple consisted of 114 
steps. Montezuma commissioned six priests to 
carry Cortes up ; a civility which the Spanidi 
commander declined. The summit presented a 
broad platform, containing several large stones, 
which served as altars on which the victims were 
sacrificed. Not far distant stood a frightful figure, 
bearing the resemblance of a dragon, and besmeared 
with blood recently spilt« Montezuma then came 
out from an adoratory, and desired Cortes to cast 
his eyes over the city, which 'was seen to the 
greatest advantage from that elevated situation. 
The quantity of canoes continually passing betweoi 
Mexico and the numerous towns on the borders of 
the lake, was really surprising. The splendour of 
the stately buildings, the crowds moving in idl 

* B«Dias« 
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directions, and the promiscnons bozz of the gre^it 
market below, all tended to impress the Spaniards 
with an idea of the power, strength, and wealth of 
the empire which their valour or temerity had urged 
them on to subjugate. 

Having admired the beautiful prospect from this 
elevated position, Cortes expressed a desire to see 
the principal gods of the Mexicans, which were 
kept and worshipped in that temple. This request 
Montezuma graciously granted, after a previous 
consultation with the priests. The Spanish gene- 
ral and his attendants were then conducted into a 
spacious hall or saloon, the roof of which was curi- 
ously carved and ornamented. Two altars, richly 
adorned, stood in this place, and behind them rose 
two colossal figures, bearing the resemblance of 
monstrous and unwieldy men. One of these 
images represented the great Huiizilopochili, or 
the god of war, an idol held in extraordinary vene- 
ration by the Mexicans. His countenance was 
disproportioned, and expressive of the most terri- 
ble passions. A vast quantity of precious stones 
and ornaments of gold covered his body, which 
was, besides, encircled by enormous golden ser* 
pents. He held a bow in his right hand, and his 
left grasped a bundle of arrows. His neck was 
surrounded by a collar of jewels and little symbol- 
ical heads and hearts, wrought in pure gold. By 
the side of this idol was seen a small image, carry- 
ing a lance and shield, splendidly adorned. This 
was the page of the god of war. Before Huitzi" 
lopochtli stood a fire, in which Cortes beheld three 
human hearts burning at that moment. The feel- 
ing of horror produced by this frightful sight was 
farther heightened by the blood with which the 
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walls vnd floor were profusely stained, and tho 
insufferable smell that perraded that shrine of ab<H. 
mination. On the left of HuUzUopochtli was 
another monstrous image, with a countenance 
greatly resembling that of a bear, and having sin-, 
gularly shining eyes* This deity was called Tez^ 
daHipocoy or the god of providence, and soul of the 
world.* This idol was believed to be the brother 
of, and divided with, Huitzilcpochtlh the profound 
adoration of the Mexicans, An offering of fire 
human hearts lay before this divinity. On the 
summit of the temple was kept the great religious 
drum. This instrument, made of the skin of a 
serpent, was of enormous size. When struck^ 
the sounds which it produced were heard at the 
distance of two leagues, and they were so dolefuli 
that they could not fail to excite a deep sensation 
of dread and terror. This fearful drum, the bar* 
baric strains of the horns and trumpets, the fear* 
fal display of large sacrificial knives, bleeding 
remains of human victims, and the blood-stained 
altars and walls, contributed to produce an over* 
powering feeling of horror and disgust in Cortes ; 
and he turned with indignation from so barbarous 
and terrible a spectacle.f He then addressed 
Montezuma on the subject, expressing his astonish*- 
ment that so great and wise a monarch should be 
superstitious enough to adore these abominable 
idols, and so cruel as to permit this inhuman 
butchery of his subjects. Montezuma was highly 
incensed at this speech, declaiing, that had he fore- 
seen that this affront would be offered to bis gods, 
he would nerer have allowed Cortes to risit their 

* Olavigero. f B. Dim* 
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sanctnaiy. '' Go," added the indignant king, ** go 
hence ! whilst I remain to appease the wrath of the 
divinities whieh yon have jnstly proToked hy your 
blasphemona expressions t"* 

At a short distance from the great temple there 
was a tower, containing an entrance always open, 
like the gaping month of a prodigious monster, ready 
to devour the victims that came within its reach; 
At this door there were several figures of idols, re* 
serobling serpents and other hideous creatoree. In 
one part of the building were to be seen piles of 
wood, and a reservoir of water supplied by the 
aqueduct of Chapoltepec. There were alto pots 
of water ready to boil the flesh of the victims, that 
served for the fnghtful repasts of the priests. In 
one of the courts stood the tombs of the Mexi- 
can nobility ; in another^ immense piles of human 
bones were curiously and regularly arranged. 
Every temple had its complete establishment of 
priests, whose outward appearance was in strict 
accordance with the gloom of those functions to 
which they were consecrated. They wore long 
black garments, their hair long and clotted with 
gore, and their ears cut and lacerated in honour 
of their divinities.f 

It is not surprising that the atrocious abomina- 
tions committed in these temples should excite the 
intemperate zeal of Cortes. That zeal certainly 
led him sometimes to depart from the line of pru- 
dence which so strongly characterised him ; and 
accordingly he has been deeply and often too high- 
ly censured. Some authors, in their desire to 

• Clavfgero. + B. Diasa 
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lower the glory of Cortes and his companifms^ 
faaye strongly dwelt on their injustice and violenci^ 
towards the idols of the Mexicans. But this is 
precisely the worst argument they could adopt; 
for though it cannot be defended, that a foreigner 
has a right to legislate over a strange country, stUl 
violent acts are only to be judged in proportion to 
the positive evil which arises from them. What 
actual evil the Mexicans endured from an attempt 
to check their sanguinary abominations, let those 
philanthropists and philosophers who are so elo- 
quent on the oppression of the Indians, determine. 
No reform, especially religious reform, was ever 
effected without some degree of violence. That 
Cortes might have employed force prematurely, 
cannot be denied ; but while his impolicy is liable 
to censure, his feelings cannot be blamed, since 
the result of his imprudence was to his own 
manifest disadvantage. Had Cortes accompanied 
his missionary zeal with acts of personal violence, 
his conduct would have been unjustifiable; but, 
being limited only to the demolition of the idols, 
though it may be reprehended as intemperate, it 
by no means deserves the furious animadversions 
with which it has been visited. 

Religious fanaticism was, in that age, we might 
say almost universal. Each creed, each sect, con- 
sidered itself bound by every means to propi^te 
its own doctrines and peculiar form of (Worship ; 
and each endeavoured to signalize its zeal, not on- 
ly through the medium of persuasion, but by actual' 
force and persecution. Thus, at an epoch when 
Calvin was burning Servetus in Geneva, when 
Huss suffered in Prague, and Europe was divided 
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into religions bodies all hostile to each other, it 
ought not to excite such prodigious wonder that 
Cortes, at the sight of the sanguinary idolatry of 
America, should have evinced a violent zeaJ to 
check its cruelties, and to propagate the Christian 
faith. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



The Spaniards seize Montezuma, and lead him to 

their Quarters, 

We would suppose that Heman Cortes had now 
attained the summit of his desires. He had pene- 
trated into the capital of a Tast empire ; he was 
treated b)r Montezuma with every mark of dis- 
tinction and regard, and considered by his subjects 
as a divinity who had the terrors of thunder and 
strange monsters at his disposal. The success which 
bad hitherto crowned his efforts in battle seem«< 
ed a favourable omen of his fortune for the future. 
The devotion of his troops, joined to that magna- 
nimity which they had so conspicuously displayed, 
might have induced him to consider them capable 
of sustaining the severest trials — of attempting the 
most daring enterprises. But very different senti- 
ments occupied the mind of the Spanish command- 
er. Though impetuous in his courage, and en- 
dowed with singular perseverance, he was neither 
blind to danger, nor would he wantonly despise it. 
When the first powerful sensation natural upon 
his arrival at Mexico had subsided, the dazzling 
splendour of the achievement did not prevent his 
searching eye from penetrating the cloud that 
bounded a future horizon. He plainly saw the 
perilous nature of his present situation. He was 
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8wallow«d up in the centra of a pop«l«ne dty, 
the pecaltarity of whose sitnation ifibrded nwtter 
for the most alarming antioipations. By the aimple 
deatmction of the caosewaysy he would be canght 
in a snare from which erery hope of escape was 
precluded. The Tlascalans had continually dis- 
snaded him from reposing any tmst in Monte* 
znma ; and they at last informed him, that this 
prince had, by the advice of his priests, permitted 
the entrance of the Spaniards into the capital, in 
order to destroy them with perfect security.* The 
Mexican monarch had, indeed, treated him with 
kindness and respect ; but would he be justified in 
rdying too confidently on the sincerity of these 
professioDS ? Might they not serre as a specious 
mantle to corer a treacherous design ? Those gliu 
tering gifts and smiling words were perhaps like 
the flowers that bloom on the borders of a yawning 
precipice, tempting the traveller to his own de- 
struction. Even admitting that the friendly count- 
enance of Montezuma was dictated by feeling, 
and directed by truth, was not this favourable sen« 
timent liable to change, or subject to caprice? 
Might not a sudden gust of passion-Hi moment- 
ary wrong-— «r pernicious advice, decide the fate 
of the Spaniards before they had time to ward off 
the impending blow ? 

These thoughts pressed strongly on, and produ- 
ced intense anxiety in, the mind of Cortes. But he 
had another reason to confirm his apprehensions, 
and make him donbt the sincerity of Montessu* 
ma. This was intelligence which he had received 
from the colony at Villa Rica. Quauhpopoca, lord 

* Cortes, ReHt. 
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of Nanhtlan, a city Bitaated on the coas^ and 
one of the Mexican generals, had received secret 
instnictions from Montezuma to attack the rebel 
Totonacas, and reduce them to subjection as soon 
as Cortes had withdrawn from those territories. 
This chief accordingly began to make excuraioiia 
into the various settlements of those Indians, inflict- 
ing a severe punishment for their/evolt. The To- 
tanacas, in this emergency, implored the assistance 
of their Spanish allies at Villa Rica. Juan de 
fiscalante, the governor, sent a message to Quauh* 
popoca, requiring him to desist from his hostili- 
ties ; to which the Mexican general returned an 
answer in no measured terms — That should the 
Spaniards be disposed to embrace the cause of the 
Totanocas, he was ready to decide the contest in 
the plains of Nauhtlan. Escalante forthwith took 
the field at. the head of fifty Spaniards, two horses, 
two small pieces of cannon, and an army of two 
thousand Totonacas. These Indians, however, at 
the first charge of the Mexicans, were thrown 
into disorder, and the greater number betook 
themselves to flight. Escalante and his compa- 
nions continued the battle with undiminished va- 
lour, despite of the cowardice of their allies. The 
awful sound of the artillery in a short time com- 
pelled the Mexicans to retreat to Nauhtlan. The 
Spaniards pureued the enemy, causing a great 
slaughter amongst them ; but though they were 
victorious in the end, this triumph was not obtain- 
ed without a considerable loss. Seven Spaniards, 
and one horse, perished in this engagement : but 
what added to the calamity, was the death of Es- 
calante, who expired of his wounds three days 
after the conflict. Ji Spaniard of prodigious bo- 
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&Rf fltrengtb, haying ft large iMftd and terriile 
c6tiiitenance, was taken alive ; and the Mexicans 
ftlre&df congratulated themtelvea upon a captara 
tfo hnportant for their sacrifices, when the soldier 
died of his wounds. His head was, howerer, se* 
tiered from the body, and sent as a trophy to 
Montezuma, after being paraded through various 
cities, to conrinee the inhabitants that the Spa* 
niards were neither immortal nor invincible. It 
appears that Cortes had received this disastrous 
intelligence previous to his departure from Cho* 
Ittla, but that he had kept the event a strict secn-et 
from his followers, lest it might tend to discourage 
lihem, and offer a check to de progress of the ex* 
pedition.* 

The circumstance was, however, a matter of 
deep disquietude in his present situation ; for he 
could neither remain in Mexico without danger, 
lior retreat from it without disgrace. A series of 
events had conducted him to the capital. His own 
reckless valour, and the success of his former ac- 
tions, had impelled him to a step which he was now 
inclined to consider as the result of temerity. 
Various trifling circumstances which, on other oc- 
casions, would scarcely have deserved his notice, 
tow excited the most fearful suspicions. He cau- 
sed some of his most devoted Indians to be secret- 
ly mtroduced to him, and enquired of them if they 
had observed any symptoms of evil purpose 
toongst the Mexicans. The answer which they 
returned was not calculated to calm his appre^* 
hensions. Though the mass of the people were 
described as being either occupied in the public re- 

* Cortes, Rebt. 
o2 
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joiciiigSy or punning their Bsoal avocatioBfl, yet 
the deportment of the nobles, as well as their lofllra, 
indicated that their minds were raigrossed with 
some important speculation. Several of tbera had 
been overheard to say, that it would be an easy task 
to break down the bridges on the causeway. It was 
also reported that Montezuma, after having seen the 
head, of a Spaniard sent to him by Quauhpopoca, 
ordered it to be taken away, and seemed very so- 
licitous that the circumstance should be kept secret 
from Cortes. 

The Spanish general, by an impartial examina- 
tion of these various circumstances, soon concluded 
that his suspicions were just, and that any delay in 
providing a remedy against the danger would ar- 
gue a blinded folly. Under this impression, Cortes 
retired to his apartment, where be spent the 
whole night walking to and fro in a mood of pain* 
ful agitation.* A crowd of thoughts pressed ou 
bis mind, but he discarded them as unequal to the 
extremity of the present occasion. The very fer- 
tility of his genius seemed inimical to the matu- 
ring of an efficient and feasible plan, for it pre- 
sented at the same time both the remedy and its 
dangers, which tended to perplex the speculations 
of the chief. His talents were now called into 
uncommon exertion, and his magnanimity was 
subjected to a rigorous trial. His heart revolted 
from the idea of retreat. He knew that the suc- 
cess of the enterprise most materially depended 
upon preserving that high opinion, which the In- 
dians had formed of the superiority of his power. 
A slight token of irresolution, an evanescent 
symptom of timidity, might awake Montezuma 
from his delusion— e^DCOur age him to dare, perhaps 

• CIsTigero. 
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vnaUe hka to achieve, the desfraotion of bis ene^ 
Bues. An indication of weakness on his part would 
jnrouse the whole empire — a single spark would 
idodle a general conflagration. Nothing, therefore, 
could obviate tbe danger, but a measure prompt, 
Tigorous, and uncommon. After revolving in bis 
nind a thousand plans, be at last fixed on one, da- 
raig in the conception, and most perilous in tbe 
execution ; but which, if carried into effect, would 
entirely disentangle him from bis present difficult 
position. It was nothing less than to seize Monte- 
zuma, and conduct him to the Spanish quarters. 

From this desperate plan, even the powerful 
mind of Cortes recoiled for a moment^— even bis 
bold heart felt a shudder. He well foresaw tbe 
extremity of the danger to be incurred, and the 
.necessaiy hardihood and craft required for so ha« 
diardous an undertaking. But he carefully discard- 
;ed irom his imagination every doubt that arose in 
opposition to his design. Even supposing he should 
&il in his attempt, and involve himself and follow- 
ers in destruction, still their fate would be more 
glorious, and more in accordance with the former 
actions of the Spaniards, than any other issue they 
could expect from less magnanimous conduct. 
To be destroyed by treason, or to be cut down in 
a retreat, were tbe dark alternatives that offered 
themselves to Cortes; and to these he unhesitating- 
ly preferred a glorious end, in one of the boldest 
attempts ever recorded in history. On the other 
band, should his enterprise succeed, he knew, that 
in tbe person of Montezuma he would possess tbe 
.most effectual guarantee for the subordination of his 
subjects. So sacred a pledge would at once render 
the Mexicans slow to undertake any design which 
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nigfit piftce in jeopardy die life of tbeir groti 
master, and, in a measare, secore the Spaniank 
against their attacks. 

The next morning Heman Cortes assembled his 
officers, and some of those soldiers whose valour, 
services, or devoted zeal, entitled them to hold ^ 
place in his councils. He then proceeded to paint, 
in the most glowing colours, the imminent dangers 
of their position^ the little trust which they conld 
repose in Montezuma, and the strong reasons 
which they had. to anticipate some treason. To 
corroborate this statement, he dwelt emphatically 
on the disastrous affair at Villa Rica, detailing 
every circumstance connected with it which went 
to establish his belief in the duplicity of the Mexi*- 
cans. He further enumerated the various symptoms 
of inimical design, observable during the last two 
days amongst the inhabitants ; the depositions of the 
Tlascalan allies ; the suspicious conduct of the no« 
bles ; and the curtailment which they had expert* 
enced in their provisions.* Having explained 'these 
incidents, and expressed the fears which they na- 
turally justified, he then in a firm, confiding tone, 
nnfolded the extraordinary expedient which he 
had in contemplation. The announcement of so 
rash a design was followed by that divereity of 
thought and of emotion which Cortes had, no 
doubt,, anticipated, and for which he came prepa- 
red. The opinions were much divided. Some 
considered the proposal of the general as imprac« 
ticable, and certain to provoke the complete de- 
struction of the Spaniards. Others declared it 
would be far more prudent and advantageous to 

• B. Dia«. 
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take a friendly leave of Montezama, and retrace 
their steps to Villa Rica. But there were also 
several who entertained the opinion of their chief. 
The impetuous Velazquez de Leon, and the faith- 
fully-devoted Sandoval, strongly advocated the 
more decided measure. The debate lasted some 
time, and the result was, that the members which 
composed that singular council came to an una- 
nimous determination of adopting the proposal of 
the general. 

Here the mind pauses for a moment to reflect on 
every circumstance of this extraordinary transac- 
tion. Imagination has some difliculty to conceive 
bow twelve or fifteen men could seriously discuss, 
and unanimously approve, the seizure of a mighty 
monarch, in the midst of his capital, and sur- 
rounded by thousands of warriors, who considered 
bin^ as an object of almost superhuman veneration. 
But the measure being determined on, it waa 
also judged advisable to put it into immediate exe- 
cution. The arrangements which Cortes made 
ifor this attempt, bespoke at once his sagacity and 
the magnitude of the affair. He could not proceed 
to the palace of Montezuma with all his forces, 
without exciting a degree of suspicion which would 
render success unattainable ; much less could he 
rashly venture upon a violent attack. Still a cer- 
tain number of resolute and devoted men were 
indispensable in a case of such extremity. The 
selection of these men, and the artful means by 
which he was to bring them to the palace without 
^wakening cm*iosity, or exciting alarm, next occu- 
pied his thoughts. He chose Alvarado, Sandoval, 
Velazquez de Leon, Lugo, and Davila, the five 
Spaniards of whose determined courage he had 
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raoemd die giestett proofed tnd in wfaoM 4m^ro* 
tion lie coald repose the utmost confidence, t# be 
his near companions in the dangers and glory of 
this memorable enterprise* These were to ba 
attended by five soldiers of equally tried yaloar, 
and the same acknowledged merit.* Twenty*five 
chosen men were to follow, not in a body, bat 
sauntering, and at internals, as if they had been 
led to the spot by the effect of chance. The troops^ 
both Spanish and Tlascalan, were placed under the 
command of Christoval de Olid and Diego de Or- 
daz, with strict instructions to keep themselves in 
readiness, and to sally forth at the first alarm. 

These arrangements being concluded, Cortes and 
his companions proceeded to the palace, and were 
admitted without suspicion, as they had been on 
former occasions. After the first compliments^ the 
Spanish commander began, in an austere and reso<* 
lute tone, to complain bitterly to Montezuma of 
the conduct of his general Quauhpopoca, at Villa 
Rica. He expressed his astonishment that the 
Mexican monarch, who had always exhibited such 
apparent friendship for the Spaniards, should have 
issued orders clandestinely for their destruction. 
He enlarged on the ravages committed by Qaauh- 
popoca in the country of the Totonacas, and char- 
ged Montezuma himself with having been not 
only privy to the treachery of the Cholulans, but 
its principal contriver. He added, that motives of 
respect and prudence had hitherto restrained him 
from touching upon that painful subject, but know* 
ing now that a new plot was in contemplation 

* Bernal Diaz del Castillo, the narrator of this daring 
ttaoaaetioD, was one of these. 
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aj^iist the Spaniards, it was his duty to adopt the 
most efficient measures for the security of his fol- 
lowers.* When Dona Marina and Agui]ar ex- 
plained to Monteznma the nature of the complaint 
and the accusation urged against him by Cortes, 
that monarch was thrown into terror and amaze- 
ment. For some time he remained silent, as if 
orerwhelmed by se unexpected a charge ; and he 
changed colour, either from conscious guilt, or from 
a sense of the indignity offered to his person. Re- 
covering, however, from the first emotion, he so- 
lemnly declared his innocence of the accusation ; he 
denied having given orders to Qnauhpopoca to pro- 
ceed against the Spaniards ; and, as a proof of his 
sincerity, he took from his wrist the signet of Hu" 
itsnlopoehiH — a token which he employed in cases 
of importance-— and delivered it to one of his offi* 
cers, with strict commands to bring without delay 
the offending general to Mexico.-|* C<^es affected 
to be pleased, and duly gratefol for this determi- 
nation, and accordingly expressed his conviction 
that so great a monarch could not have practised a 
Tiie deception ; and that, in his own mind, his inno- 
erace was fally established. But he continued, in 
the same tone, that something else was necessary 
to calm the apprehensions of the Spaniards ; they 
were alarmed, and might be tempted to some des* 
perate act, in order to secure their safety. To con- 
vince them, therefore, that he entertained no other 
sentiments but those of friendship and peace, and 
as a proof, also, of his own confidence, it was in- 
di^enaable that he should quit his palace, and reu 

• B. Diaz. . t IWA ; Clavigero. 
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move to the Spanisli quarters for some time. The 
mention of so extraordinary a demand could not fail' 
to produce a corresponding sensation in the breast 
of Montezuma. At first be appeared deprived of 
speech, and bereaved of motion. He stared in va- 
cant amazement on the man who had the audacity 
to make so strange a proposition ; but a feeling of 
injury giving power to his utterance, he soon ex- 
claimed, in a proud and indignant tone, that he 
would not subject himself to such humiliation— 
that the monarchs of Mexico were not accustomed 
to render themselves prisoners of their own accord 
— and that even in case he were base enough to 
comply, his subjects would never permit such a 
degradation! Cortes then exerted all his eloquence 
in explaining the necessity of this measure ; he 
affected surprise that Montezuma should consider 
himself a prisoner by taking up his residence in 
the Spanish quartera, for he would there be treated 
with the same respect, and receive the same at- 
tentions, he was accustomed to experience in his 
court. He added, that, far from the tenant of a 
prison, the Mexican monarch was only to remove 
to one of his own palaces, even that of his decea- 
sed father, Axajacatl ; and that the step, there- 
fore, could neither excite the surprise, nor the 
alarm, of his subjects.* But Montezuma was nei- 
ther convinced by the arguments, nor persuaded 
by the expostulations, of the Spanish general. He 
persisted strenuously in his refusal, and a consider- 
able time was spent in fruitless discussion. Cortes 
perceived the danger of delay ; his companions also 

• Clavigero. 
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y i iw both impatieiit at the fimmeM of the uo- 
Hardly and apprehentive tbat bis subjects might 
ccjlect in snch numbers as not only to defeat theb 
oliject, but effect their destruction. The crisis ar- 
rived. Arguments could not conrince^ remon- 
strances persuade, nor threats intimidate. In this 
ciiieiigency, Velazquez de Leon, an impetuous and 
daring young officer, cried in a resolute voice, 
** Why should we waste more time in words ? He 
must yield himself our prisoner^ or we will forth- 
larith stab him to the heart ! Let us secure our 
lives, or perish at once I"* The fierce voice 
and threatening manner of Velazquez de Leon 
powerfully struck Montezuma. He enquired of 
Dona Marina what tbat Spaniard meant by so 
violent a deportment ; to which the sagacious fe- 
male answered, with equal mildness as discretion, 
** Prince, I am your subject, and am anxious for 
your safety ; but, as the confident of those stran- 
gers, I have a perfect knowledge of their charac- 
ter. Condescend to their request, and you will 
be treated by them with all possible consideratiou 
•-^resist their intentions, and they will not scruple 
to take away your life/'f 

Montezuma was so far overawed by the res<^ 
lute manner of the Spaniards, and so intimidated 
by the words of Do&a Marina, that be attempted 
no further opposition to their demand. He was 
sware that they had now proceeded too far to re- 
treat ; that but little time more would be lost in 
idle threats. He accordingly gave his consent. 
<< Let us, then, depart to your quarters," he said ; 

*B«I>iac. fibid.; ClaTigerO ; Soils; 
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<< the gods haye decreed it so, and I intrust myr 
self to your honour/' Cortes offered him every 
possible assurance of attention and respect ; anil 
the unfortunate monarch, with a breaking heart, 
resigned himself to his fate. But the Spanish 
commander carried his audacity still farther. He 
required of his captive to signify to his officers 
that he removed to the Spanish quarters, not 
through compulsion, but with pleasure. Monte- 
zuma having conceded the first demand, found no 
difficulty in complying with this additional indig* 
nity. His courtiers were summoned, and the in- 
tentions of their monarch announced. They were 
amazed, but offered not to question the decision 
of the great Montezuma. He was placed in his 
magnificent litter of state, and carried in silent 
pomp and sorrow to the palace of his father. The 
Mexicans, upon the first announcement of this 
strange event, burst into mournful exclamations 
and horrid threats against the Spaniards^ who 
they imagined were carrying away their monarch. 
However, when he appeared in his litter, sur- 
rounded by his officers, and waving his hand to 
his people in token of command, the tumult was ap- 
peased, and everyone silently dispersed.* << Thus/' 
says Robertson, '< was a powerful prince seized 
by a few strangers in the midst of his capital, at 
noon- day, and carried off as a prisoner, without 
opposition or bloodshed. History contains nothing 
parallel to this event, either with respect to the 
temerity of the attempt, or the success of the exe- 
cution; and were not all the circumstances of this 

^ Cortes, RelAt.; B. Dias f Gomaja ; Qsvigero. 
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extraordinary transaction authenticated by the 
most unquestionable evidence, they would appear 
to wild and extravagant, as to go far beyond the 
bounds of that probability which must be preser- 
ved eren in fictitious narrations/' 



^, 



188 ufM ow 



CHAP. XIV. 



Execution of the Mexican Genertd, and Humiliation 

of Montezuma. 

The manner of living of Montezuma in his ho- 
norary prison, did not differ from that to which 
he had been accustomed in his own court. He 
was treated with the usual state and ceremonial^ 
and attended by the same persons. His ministers 
and chiefs had free admittance to his presence, 
and the affairs of government proceeded as if no 
change had taken place. His dinners were served 
up with great pomp by his principal nobles, and 
conducted upon a scale of uncommon prodigality. 
Montezuma partook of some of his favourite dishes, 
and then sent the rest of the banquet to the Spa- 
nish soldiers. He soon became not only recon- 
ciled to his present mode of life, but even pleased 
with the company of his masters. He took special 
delight in those of the Spaniards whom he con- 
sidered superior to the rest in birth, manners, and 
abilities. But his favourites were Cortes himself, 
on whom he looked with much respect, and Pedro 
de Alvarado, whose graceful person, pleasing ad- 
dress, and turn for gaiety and humour, rendered . 
his society peculiarly attractive. With this cap- 
tarn and Cortes, Montezuma used often to play at 
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a g^me calM bodoque^ and wfaenerer he gained, 
he bestovred his winnings on the Spanish aoldien. 
Cortes evinced great ei^emess that the illustri* 
oos prisoner should be treated with the most pro- 
found respect ; and on a certain occasion, he or- 
dered one of bis men to be severely scourged, be« 
cause he uttered some rude words against that 
monarch. Indeed, the Spanish general used every 
exertion to render the confinement of Montezuma 
not only endurable, but agreeable; and he sue* 
ceeded in obtaining such an influence over him, 
that the monarch actually appeared to be ibndly 
attached to the authors of his degradation. He 
I'eceived permission to visit his temples, and go to 
the chase, with a sort of childish pleasure, and 
be showed a lively gratitude for this use of liberty, 
though in his excursions he was invariably accom* 
panted by a strong detachment of Spaniards. Such 
is the ascendency which a master-mind, allied to 
fearless conduct, will acquire even over powerful 
men, and so vast the influence of habit and ne- 
cessity in reconciling even the haughty to humi- 
liation I Strange to relate, Montezuma was not 
only prodigal of his treasure toward his enemies, 
but he even bestowed upon them two of his daugh- 
ters in marriage.* 

But this seeming cordiality existing between 
the captive monarch and the Spaniards, was soon 
to be disturbed by a most melancholy event, which 
rendered the wretched Montezuma alive to the 
depth of his humiliation, and sensible of the extent 
of his misfortune. Fifteen days had now elapsed 
since the imprisonment of the king, when Quauh- 

* B. Diaz. ; ClavigeiOf 
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popoofty kit fon, and stteral oth&r noUes, wbo lMdr< 

bm implieatad in the attack against Eflcalanta^ ■■■ 
wmt bronglit pritonen to Mexico. Qvaabpopoca' 
waa carried in a splendid litter, and presented hiai* 
self before bis sovereign, with the respectfnl ooo* 
fidence of a faithfal servant who had done nothing 
to merit the disapprobation of his master ; bat,- 
to his utter coninsion, he was received with sndig« 
Qant hangfatinesa by Monteznma, and immediatOi^ 
]y delivered up to Cortes, that he might be tried, 
timd bis pnnishment awarded* Qnanbpopoea and 
hia accomplices were examined, and, upon being 
threatened with the tortnre, they relnctantly con« 
biased, that what they had performed was in obe- 
dience to the orders of Montezuma. A Spanish 
QoorlHnartial condemned Quanhpopoca, and thre# 
other chiefs, to be burnt i^ive.* Cortes came to 
announce this sentence to the Mexican king, atg^ 
mfying that he had been accused by the onlpriu^ 
as the author of the whole transaction for wkick 
they wero to suffer ; that, in consideration of hia 
late acta of kindness and submissive conduct, hia 
life was spared, but that he should not expect thai 
hia participiMiion in guilt should pass entirety unre« 
qnitad. Upon this a Spanish soldier came forward^ 
carrying a pair of fetters, which Cortes, tnmittg 
abruptly to depart, ordered, in a stem tone, to be 
iflMsediately placed on the legs of the unfortunate 
ntGnarch.^ 

The stapefaetion and honor of Montezumaatthis 
ontinge^ seemed at first to bereave him of all power 
of aosatioiu He remained some time in a stiM o§ 



* B. Dial ; Clavigero says they were fifteen in number. 
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ftfstbjr ; but consideriiig this ia&igmlf id fait per* 
mm is a certain omen of bis approftcbing death, bo 
m length broke out into bitter eomplaints and la* 
montationa. His disconsolate attendants, in speech* 
leas sorrow, bathed his feet with tears, whilst they 
held the fetters in their hands, that they might by 
this means lessen the weight npon their unfortn* 
iKite master. This extraordinary act had scarcely 
been executed, when Cortes hastened to perform 
another, still more daring and arrogant. A lai^e 
fire was kindled in front of Monteznma's palace^ 
aad to this Quaubpopoca and three of his aocom« 
plices were conducted, amidst the horror and 
amasement of a vast mnltitude, overawed hy the 
magnitude and singularity of the execution. The 
fytel employed on this occasion was composed of 
a vast quantity of bows, arrows, darts, and other 
weapons, which Cortes bad prudently taken away 
from the armoury, thus to lessen the power of his 
enemies. Quaubpopoca and his companions were 
<Sonsuroed in a short time, in the presence of im 
immense concourse of Mexicans, who beheld this 
doom inflicted on a brave general, by a handful of 
strangers, who might have been instantly overw 
powered by their numbers. Bat they concluded 
that this execution was performed with the sanc- 
tion, and by the order, of Montezuma, and under 
^ia impression, they dared not offer ^e slightest 
opposition to the act.* 

< This dreadful punishment being inflicted, Cor- 
tes, attended by Alvarado and other officers, re* 
paired immediately to Montezuma, and taking 
away the fatters with Ins own hands, gave him the 

* Cortesi Mat. f Clayigero. 
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atrongest assurances of tecohciliation and attach-' 
ment. The wretched monarch was so broken down ! 
in spirit, so hamiliated by suffering, that, instead . 
of repelling these advances with indignant pride» 
he blushed not to receive them with unmanly joy. 
He suddenly passed from the extreme of dejec* 
lion to an extravagant pleasure, and testified a 
lively gratitude to Cortes for the boon of that life 
which was no longer worth preserving. The Spa- 
nish general, with that profound policy which was 
the predominant feature in his mind, now resolved 
to improve the extraordinary ascendency which he 
had, by an unparalleled series of deep schemes and 
daring acts, acquired over his illustrious captive. 
He caused his guard to withdraw, and even inform- 
ed him that he was at liberty, and might return to 
his own mansion. This ofier, however, was made 
with little risk of its being accepted, for Monte- 
zuma was conscious he could not at present leave 
the Spanish quarters without pei*sonal danger, well 
knowing that he had offended his subjects by his 
self-abasement to the Spaniards.^ 

The execution of Quauhpopoca, and the extra- 
ordinary circumstances with which it was attend- 
ed, afford much matter for debate. It would be 
an arduous task to penetrate into the true motives 
that prompted Cortes to venture upon measures 
at once so perilous and wild. Completely to blame 
his conduct, would perhaps be as rash as readily 
to approve. The act in itself was cruel and atro- 
cious, and therefore reprehensible in the eyes of 
humanity, but the degree of its necessity must de- 
cide how far it was excusable. Cortes was not san- 

• Olavigero. 
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gixjuiary hy nature ; and though bis adrentanma c»« 
reer presents many a rigoroas deviation, apon a ma* 
ture examination of the matter, not one fact will be 
found to be the offspring of caprice or wanton fero* 
city. The success which had attended the boldest 
attempts, encouraged Cortes to improve his advan« 
tage* It was an important point to keep alive, by 
every effort, that opinion concerning the origin and 
nature of the Spaniards which superstition and ig« 
norance had suggested to the Mexicans. Nothing 
could more awfully strike the latter with the de* 
gree of guilt attached to the death of a Spaniard, 
than the dreadful punishment which attended it* 
commission. 

But the death of Quauhpopoca, and the humi. 
liation of Montezama, at length aroused some of 
the more brave of the Mexicans to a sense of their 
degradation, and awoke in them a desire of vindi* 
eating their honour. Cacamatsin, Lord of Alco« 
huaean, no longer able to brook the audacity of 
the Spaniards, and ashamed of the puaallanimity 
of his unde Montezuma, summoned the nobles at 
Tezcuco, who, with a few exceptions, agreed to 
his proposal of declaring war against the strangers. 
Cortes became uneasy at these symptoms of awa* 
kened courage ; for he well knew how disastrous 
and headstrong in its effects is the reaction of men 
once timid and oppressed. He was sensible that 
their resolution rises in proportion to their former 
s^[>athy, and that the violence of hate is generally 
commensurate to the extent of wrongs sustained* 
Not* was Montezama entirely at ease^ for strange 
rumours circulated that Caeamatzin entertained 
the project of seizing upon that crown which the 
leagured Mexicans considered their present sove* 
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raign no longer worthy of wearing. Montezama 
sent an imperions order to his nephew to destsf; 
from his designs, and Cortes also dispatched a taes^ 
sage to forbid the haughty prince from continaing 
his preparations. But Cacamatzin returned a proud 
answer, indicative of his fixed resolution, treating 
the Spaniards as the enemies of his country, to 
whom he would not be reconciled, and by whom 
he could no longer be deceived or intimidated. 
He advised them, therefore, to leave Mexico, and 
retrace their steps to their own country, unless 
they preferred to brave the storm which was rea* 
dy to burst over their heads. 

Cortes, alarmed at this undaimted determina^ 
tion, prepared, with equal resolution, to march 
against the enemy; but he was dissuaded from . 
adopting this course by Montezuma, who repre- 
sented to him the vast danger and great difficul- 
ties of attacking so strong a city as Tezeuco, 
which was accounted the second in the whole 
Mexican empire. The monarch invited his ne- 
phew to proceed to the capital to an interview, 
when he hoped that every difference would-be 
adjusted. Cacamatzin, however, was highly in- 
dignant that his uncle should evince more interest 
for those strangers, from whom he had received 
so many wrongs^ than for his own subjects and 
relations, who were now preparing to chastise swsh 
injuries. He accordingly returned an answer ex- 
pressive at once of resolution and scorn, voviriilg 
he would repair to Mexico, not to waste time in 
idle meetings, but to cancel, with the destrucfibn 
of the Spaniards, the miseries and dishonoiflr lof 
his country.^ 

* CUvigero. 
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i>. Montexama was hurt at the proud and inde- 
(lefident bearing of bis nepbew, whom he now re^ 
^Ted to make bis prisoner. He accordingly gaye 
bis signet, with private instructions, to some of 
bis nobles, to seize clandestinely his rebel nephew, 
jmd bring him forthwith to the capital. This plan 
succeeded ; Cacamatzin was secured and conduct- 
ed to the presence of his offended relative, who, 
after severely reprimanding the prince for his dis- 
c^edience, placed him immediately at the disposal 
of Cortes. Measures were then taken to bestow 
the principality of Tezcuco on Cuitcuitzcatzin, who 
was soon after sent with a splendid retinue to take 
possession of that government which his courage- 
ous brother had now exchanged for the solitude 
lof a prison. Thus was a storm, which so imminent- 
ly threatened the safety of the Spaniards, not only 
averted without bloodshed by the very person whom 
.they had reason to consider their bitterest enemy, 
.but, what was still more fortunate, the 'failure of 
Cacamatzin's attempt tended to strengthen their 
power, by increasing the subserviency of Monte- 
flmma, and the superstitious terror of his subjects. 
Such an accumulation of successful attempts 
and fortunate escapes from danger-— so close and 
singular an alliance between courage, policy, and 
fortune— -elated the mind of Cortes, and inspired 
i» daring heart to proceed in this unparalleled ca- 
reer. He continued to dnrect the councils of Mon- 
.Jiezuma, and, under the sanction of his name, to 
ex^cise a complete influence over the kingdom. 
t'He had so industriously paved the way for his fu- 
ture plans, that he no longer hesitated to attempt 
the execution of a measure which he had been 
deeply revolving in bis siind* This was )lie sp* 
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lenm ftcknofirledgiiieiit of tRe jurisdictiofi of the 
Spaniflh crown oyer the dominions of the Mexican 
monarch. He accordingly required of Montezuma 
to declare himself feudatory to the king of Castile, 
and to subject his territories to an annual tribute in 
token of dependence. This extraordinary propo^ 
fition, the most humiliating, the most galling that 
can be made to an independent prince, the cap- 
tire monarch had not the resolution to reject. He 
eonrened all the lords feudatory to his power, as a 
veil as all the leading personages of his kingdom. ' 
These chiefs assembled in a large hall of the Spanish j 
quarters, where their unfortunate master explained 
to them, in a long harangue, the strange requisitioti 
which was now to crown his loss of liberty and 
independence. He recalled to their minds the , 
traditions and prophecies concerning the rerersion 
of the Mexican empire to the sons of QuetzalcoatI, 
to whom he and his predecessors had only acted ifi 
the capacity of riceroys. He then added, that from 
the singular circumstances that attended the arri<- 
Tal of the Spaniards, their greatness, and uncon- 
querable power, he had no doubt that they were 
liie promised race foretold in the ancient oracles. 
He, therefore, was ready to recognise the title <lf 
the king of Spain oyer the Mexican dominions, 
and would declare himself the tributary of that 
crown. Whilst unfolding this extraordinary de- 
termination, Montezuma gave evident proofs that 
his sense of offended dignity was not totally ex- 
tinguished. Broken as his spirit was, and fa- 
miliarised with humiliation, this last sacrifice 
was not consummated without painful tokens of 
its magnitude and extent. Sobs and tears fre- 
quently interrc^ted the monarch •• ho pfoeeeded 



HERMAN. COHTES. 191 



M aWMHO^ iO hit own subjects, tbiub be .w«s no. 
lofkge^ the absolate priooe they bad ooce obeyed, 
but the feudatory lord of another sovereiga more 
powerful. The chiefs aud magnates of the Mexi<» 
can ewpbe listened to this dechiration in silent 
sorrow* A suppressed murmur of resentment 
xan through the assembly, but the feelings of oL 
&nded pride and afflictimi socoi §^?e way to the 
anggestioBS of dread and si4)eotitioin, and they 
at length aooeded to the instructions of their 

j^master. 

9C Monteauma then informed Cortes that, on the 
following day, he and his tributary lords would 
aoleranly tender their sllegiance to the King of 
Spain* The act of homage acoeordingly took 
place at the appointed time, with all those formal- 
ities which were judged necessary for the occa- 
sion. The ceremony was performed in the pre* 
sence of all the Spanisb officers, and many of the 
soldiers ; all of whom, as they beheld the distress 
and emotion exhibited by the monarch during the 
act, erinced strong signs of being powerfully af* 
fected.* Cortes then testified his deep acknow^* 
lodgments to Montezuma and his nobles for their 
anbmission, solemnly declaring that his king had 
90 intention of depriving their present monarch 
of his dominions, but, on the contrary, ^t bis 
authority would extend to those regions which 
the Spaniards might conquer in the sequel. 

Having thus induced the Mexican sovereign to 
recognise the jurisdiction of Spain, Cortes's next 
jCare was to persuade him to present a contribu- 
tbn of gold and silver as a tribute due to t^e king 

^ . ' *<3eftef^' lU!at, 0. Ditc ;- Oomam, Cron.,- Clarigfera 
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•f tbftt country. Montezuma readily acceded t6 
this request, and, with true munificence, deliver* 
ed up to his new sovereign abundant tokens of bki 
generosity ; at the same time issuing orders to all 
his tributary lords, to send to Mexico tbeir qnotae 
of the contribution. Twenty days after, all the 
treasure contributed by these varidus lofds, ^aa 
well as the presents bestowed by Monteznina, 
together willi the silver and gold gathered hi 
some excursion of the Spaniards, were collected in 
Mexico. The soldiers were impatient for a divi« 
sion ; and accordingly Cortes, having caused the 
precious metal to be melted down, proceeded to 
make a distribution, which he considered in strict 
equity. The total sum collected, setting apart the 
jewels, amounted to six hundred thansond pesos, or 
dollars. A fifth of the gross mass was to be the 
kill's share, and that of Cortes amounted to. the 
same. A deduction was then made towards de* 
fraying the expenses incurred by Velazquez, Cortes, 
and others, in fitting out the armament iar the 
conquest. The rest was divided amofig the army^ 
including the settlement in Vera Cruz, according 
to the rank each person held. The sum, there* 
fore, which fell to the share of each soldier, was far 
from answering to the sanguine expectations which 
they had been induced to entertain, which gave rise 
to many murmurs and complaints. The sum aliot<- 
ted to the King of Spain, who had not the least 
share either in the expense, or the success, the 
dangers, or the privations, of the expedition, ap* 
peered out of all pr<^ortion ; nor was that of Cortes 
exempt from its concomitant censure. The por- 
tion of the prize which fell to each soldier, was 
only a hundred peros ; a trifling compe^atioii|iii- 
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deed» Ibc siieh a variety of hardshiiWy and nieh a 
nmltiplicity of periln. Cortes, howevery wiih hit 
vsaal peniiaaiTe powers, succeeded in calming the 
discontent of his followers, and by secret presents 
to some, promises to others, and by raising the 
hopes of all towards the future, the distribntimi 
naide was. quietly suffered to stand.^ 

Fortune had hitherto crowned not only the most 
daring, but the wildest, undertakings of the Spa* 
niards ; but the time was now arrived when adi^ei* 
aity began to shadow their unclouded career. The 
Mexican nobility awoke from their lethargy, and 
seriously tamed their thopghts to the e?ils which 
weighed upon their Qountry. They saw their 
monarch a debased captive, insensible to the sting 
of his own disgrace; Cacamatzin, and those of 
the Mexicans who were specially distinguished 
Uiv their courage and abilities, lingering in con- 
finement ; the worship of their gods insulted; and 
the whole landsubjected to the dominion of a foreign 
prince. Several secret meetings- accordingly took 
place, and frequent interviews were held between 
Montezuma and his principal lords, who remon- 
strated strongly with him on their fallen state, and 
disclosed their intention of attacking these pre* 
ffumptuous strangers, the authors of all their ciala- 
mities. The priests, in particular, evinced their ha* 
tred towards the Spaniards, solemnly declaring^ 
that it was the pleasure of the gods that they 
should all be put to death. This conspiracy was daily 
gaining strength, yet to attempt any violent act, 
though it might prove successful in the end, would 
also inevitably involve the ruin of Montes?uma, 

• B, Diss, > 
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Jt vrm therefore reiolv«d to MJopt lAOre teiiiM^ 
«te measores in order to effect the expulsion or thfe 
Spaniards from the oi^iitid. The monardi desired 
«a interview with Cortes^ who, already apprised 
'oi the frequent conferences Of the Mesicans, felt 
«n inward anxiety^ which he endeavoured to con<* 
ceal under an aasamption of oomposttre. 
' Monteeuma, in a tone more abrupt and severe 
ilian was vsuat, told the Spanish general, that ha^ 
Ting remained already siic months in Mexico, and 
nil the purposes of his mission being also fulCIled, 
Ihere was no reason (bra loi^r stay in the capi* 
tal; he must^ therefore, take measures for a speedy 
departure from his empire. The priests and no- 
Mes, and the people^ had expressed their resolution 
not to snlFer the Spaniards to remain any Ibnger i|i 
the land; and it was farther manifest by the 
gods, that those beings by whom they had been 
affironted, should be immediately expelled or sacri* 
liced.* The nature of this demand, and the re- 
solute tone in which it was pronounced, made 
Cortes sensible that it sprung ttota the eflects of 
a powerful machination; and though prepared 
for some unpleasant intelligence, this requisition 
tras so unexpected, and the attitude assumed by 
Montezuma so peremptory, that his mind was filled 
with serious apprehensions. But that self-posses- 
tion which never deserted Cortes on the most tryiqg 
occasions, fortunately came to his assistance on the 
present. He saw that the Mexicans had now as- 
sumed a d&ngerous position, one from which tbey 
Were to be dislodged rather by stratagem than 
ibrce ; and as the vfdour and Ae arms of the Spa- 

•B. Dtai) Ckv)gero« 
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mards could here be of ]itlle availt Cortes searched 
for resources in his own mind for the difficulty. He 
apparently resolved to acquiesce^ when he could 
not openly oppose, and therefore, with admirahle 
tact and singular, composure, injformed the mo* 
narch, that he saw nothing but what was strictly 
just in . the wishes of the Mexicans ; that he 
had himself already turned his thought towards 
preparations for departure ; but that unfortunate* 
ly, it could not take place with the expedition 
required. The destruction of the ships in which 
they had airived, made it necessary that others 
should be constructed. This task demanded much 
labour, and he hoped, therefore, that the king 
woald admit these as sufficient reasons to protract 
his sojourn in the Mexican dominions. 

Montezuma, overjoyed at the prospect of ex- 
pelling those strangers from his kingdom, made 
no opposition to a request which bore with it all 
the marks of justice and reason. On the contrary, 
he cordially embraced Cortes for acquiescing in a 
measure which would restore peace and happiness 
to the Mexicans ; and eagerly informed him, that, 
far from using any precipitate haste, the Spaniai'ds 
might take all the measures and time necessary 
for their convenient departure. Moreover, he add- 
ed, that he would himself lend every assistance 
which Cortes might require for the building of his 
vessels ; and accordingly gave orders that the tim* 
ber should be cut in a wood near Vera Cruz, and 
that a number of his carpenters should work under 
the superintendence of the Spanish.* Cortes ha- 
ring, by this stratagem, retarded his departure, 

* Clavigeroi 
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mentsy so long as he continaed to act witbou) « 
royal confirmation of his authority. According^ 
]y^ amidst the crowd of perplexing thoughts that 
incessantly engrossed his mind, this stood para-* 
mount ; and when he was informed hy Montezuma 
of the armament that had appeared on the ooasty 
he imagined that it belonged to his messengera, 
and under this pleasing impression, hurried to 
communicate the joyful tidings to his companions* 
Cortes now gave himself up to the most san^ 
guine hopes ; and his mind, which had been re* 
cently put to a painful stretch, was relieved by 
anticipations of the most favourable nature. He 
supposed that a powerful reinforcement of soldiers 
was coming to his assistance^ and that he would 
thereby be enabled to act as drcuraatauces. might 
dictate, and set the vengeance of the Indians at 
defiance. 

But the joy of Cortes was of short continuance. 
He received soon after a courier from Gonzalo^4e 
Sandoval, to whom he had intrusted the compund 
of Vera Cruz, after the death of Escalaute, who 
brought intelligence very different from what he 
had fondly anticipated. The . ships which had 
arrived on tbe coast were fitted out by the Go* 
yemor of Cuba, who had now exerted his utmost 
power to accomplish tbe destruction of Cortes, 
Velazquez could no longer be deceived with re- 
spect to tbe real intentions of tbe man he had 
placed at tbe head of the expedition. The per- 
plexing doubts and fears which had assailed him 
immediately upon tbe departure of Cortes from 
St Jago, were strengthened into certainty by tbe 
total neglect of that commander in transmitting 
an account of bis operation^ to the Goverpor. But 
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A^oMni tftke Eipedifion tfP&mph&o de Narvoix. 

As nearly nine months bad elapsed since Por- 
tocairero and Montejo, the messengers from Cortes, 
liad set sail for Spain, that commander was in 
dtdly expectation of their return. He flattered his 
hopes that his deputies would succeed in their 
negotiation, and that they would undoubtedly bring 
the royal sanction to the authority conferred on 
him by the Junta at Villa Rica. This requisite 
he considered of vital importance, since without 
it he could scarcely entertain any reasonable ex- 
pectations of beine able to achieve the mighty en- 
terprise in which he was so far advanced. Despite 
of nis magnanimity and admu-able conduct as a 
leader^ and notwitnstanding the success which had 
attended his actions, he was liable now to be repre- 
sented by hisenemies rather in the light of a trai- 
tor, than in that of a conqueror. Besides this, 
however propitious and rapid his progress had 
hithefrtobeen, he could not contemplate the reduc- 
tion of so vast an empire with the slender body 
under his command — a body lamentably redu- 
ced in number, by war, hardship, and disease, 
and which ^ he coidd not hope to increase by re- 
enuta from Cuba and the other Spanish settle« 
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a hundred and twenty cross-bowmen, together 
with fourscore horse* and a train of twelve pieces 
of artillery. The command of this powerful armff 
for such it must be considered under the cironm^ 
stances, he intrusted to Pamphilo de Narvaess,' a 
chief possessing his greatest con6dence, and towhom 
he gave strict orders to seize Cortes and his princi- 
pal accomplices, and send them prisoners to Cuba. 
Nanraez, after a fortunate yoyage, landed on 
the coast of Chempoalla in the month of April, 
and had the good fortune of being joined by three 
Spanish deserters, who gave him circumstantial 
information of all the proceedings of Cortes, and 
who depicted both his past dangers and hard* 
ships, and his actual difficulties and want of 
strength. They represented the situation of Cortes 
as beyond the reach of hope ; an account which 
naturally augmented the confidence of Narvaez, 
and gave a fresh stimulus to his arr(^;ance. But 
this chief derived another advantage fi'om these 
deserters, for by their means he had not only atc- 
quired intelligence, by which to frame his plan of 
operations, but had also procured interpreters* to 
facilitate his transactions in the country he came 
to subdue. Narvaez, without loss of time, sent a 
deputation to Sandoval, summoning him to suiv 
render the town of Villa Kica. Guevara, a priest, 
was intrusted with this command, and appeared be-^ 
fore the lieutenant of Cortes in a haughty manner, 
treating both that chief and his followers as rebels 
and traitors, and imperiously requiring of Sando*' 
val to surrender to Narvaez. But Sandoval, stt-> 
mulated at once by his fearless disposition, and his 
attachment to Coites, desired the priest to lowtf 
his pretensions, declaring that his sacred fdnctions 
alone protected him from the chastisement incur- 
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^dbyWa insolence. The priest grew more onu 
^ffi^r ''^^'^T"^^ *^^ resolate finnnes. of the 
Sk^-T ' 1 "^ ^^ altercation becoming very warm, 
Sandoval was at length impelled to seize Gnerara 

MejtSo.^"^'''''""' "^""^ ^"""^ ^^"^ prisoneni to 
Upon their arrival in that capital, Cortes, who 
aJways endeavoured to conciliate men by friendlv 
professions before he treated them as enemies, saw 
the policy of this plan in the present difficnlt pos- 
ture of bis affiiirs. He accordingly welcomed 
Cruevai'a and his attendants as friends and conn 
trymen— treated them with all possible cordiality 
— released them from their chains— blamed se- 
verely the rash conduct of Sandoval, and made 
an apology for the violence of that officer. This 
courteous behaviour soothed the irritation of 
the prisoners, and the rich presents by which it 
was followed, totally won their confidence and 
good-will. Cortes had accordingly no great dif, 
ficalty in making himself master of all those pari 
ticulars which, under existing circumstances, it was 
important to learn ; and the extent of the danger 
by which he was threatened, was of a descriptiot^ 
to darken his most sanguine prospects, and to i^^ 
fuse despondency into the stoutest heart. Narvae^ 
had insidiously laboured to impress the Indiana 
with the belief that Cortes was an outlaw and L 
rebel — an oppressor, who, under an usurped juria^ 
dl^on, was carrying bis depredations over th 
country, whilst he kept Montezuma in unjust con^ 
finement. On the other hand, he represented hitx^^ 
self as the deputy of the Spanish King, armed witK 
power to redress the wrongs of the Indians, an^ 

• B. Plaz. 
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pvaisli the «risiet of their oppresior ( and tli#ie 
declajrationvi artfully ^rewt through die coaatiy, 
were not aiow in produoipg the desired efie<^ 
Several Mexican provinces declared themselves in 
open rebellion against Cortes, whilst Montespvaa 
himself was carrying on a clandestine corre^KHld* 
ence with Narvaes^ whom he was now induced to 
consider in every respect superior to the former 
chief. 

. Never was the ooorage of. a geneiid, the mag- 
nanimity of a philosopher^ c^ the genius of a groat 
man, subjected to a more difficult test than tho one 
it was now the fate of Cortes to undergo* This 
was, indeed, one of those oases which called for 
an uucomjsion exertion of bis singular powers, and 
in which bis extraordinary fortitude was conspi* 
cuously displayed. . On whatever side he turned 
there appeared nothing but a prospect of danger, 
and eTery plan which his genius suggested fell in« 
comparably short of the exigencies of the occasion. 
He could neither advance against Ntffvaev, at« 
tempt a retreat fpom Mexico, nor remain tranquil 
in that capital. Whichever oi these three courses 
he should adopt, ruin would follow its execution. 
To oppose NarTsez openly would argue insanity, 
considering the vast superiority of that general s 
forces, and the aasistance he might derive from 
Monteaunuu On the other hand, if he set that 
monarch free, and attempted a retreat from Mexi- 
co, be would be obliged, not only to relinquidi 
the conquest of that empire, and thus lose the re- 
ward of his ▼ictories, and the fruit of so many toils 
and sacrifices, but destruction seemed nimvoid- 
able* The order for an evacuation of the capital 
would be tbeannouncementthat the Spaniards were 
no longer the formidable beings which they hsd 
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Uibeffla hm» j«%ed» rad wdsld dflo prate tbt 
ugiial for the Mexiceiw to fall upen tbem wkh ell 
their power. Neither could Cortes protract hit 
atay «t Mejuco, to await there the arriTal of Nar- 
vaee ; for if it was dangeroua to attack him in 
the open field, the danger woold he increaaed in 
a tenfold degree^ when cooped up in the precinctB 
of a hostile city. Snob was the Mnbarraasing 
position of Cortes; hat instead of ainking nnder 
the presanre of so manjTy and overwhelming diffi* 
cultiesy he vigorously ezarciaed his energiee to pro* 
Tide a nohle resistance* 

On one point his mind was irrerocahly fixed* 
He would not quit that country as a prisoner, which 
be had traversed as aconqueror, and being almost 
.considered as a divinity* Nor would he tamely 
.abandon that enterprise, towarda the success oi 
.which be bad so largely contributed^ aud permit 
4tnother to avail lumself of the efforts, and enjoy 
the fruits, of his gieaius, courage, and perseverance. 
Under this impression, he felt convinced that this 
ovmit must be terminated by anna ; for, however 
unequal the contest, it was yet the best coone he 
could pursue. But before aiUrs wen brought to 
BO distressing a necessity, he was anxious to strain 
every effort towards a more conciliatory jasue. 
This thought was at once prompted by policy, as 
arell as indtnation. His mind revolted from the 
idea of being compelled to take up arms against 
bis own countrymen, and to lose in civil dissen** 
Aon that strength which was so necessaiy for the 
reduction of the countiy. On the other hand, 
ihould he be forced to embracethe last extremity, 
be saw the advantage of weakening by stratagem 
the formidable force of Ins adversary, before he 
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risked the event of a battle. He therefore re8<d<« 
Ted to attempt an amicable negotiation before he 
retorted to actual force. 

For this important and delicate mission, it was 
indispensable to select a man in whose abilitiee 
and integrity he could repose implicit confidence* 
This embassy was directed not only to reconcile 
the opposition of Narvaea^ bat, in case of rejec*' 
tion on his part, to undermine the fidelity of his 
followers. In the choice of a person for a transac* 
tion of so much trust, Cortes displayed his usual 

grudence and tact. Instead of appointing one of 
is daring, faithful, but violent and rash adherents, 
he selected the venerable Father Bartholomew de 
Olmedo, on whose wisdom he could rely, and 
whose sacred character, as well as the singular re- 
spect in which that priest was held, would invest 
his mission with that importance and respectabiM* 
ty which was attached to the person of the ambas- 
sador. Besides the verbal instructions of Cortes, 
Father Olmedo was intrusted with official dis- 
patches to Narvaez,as well as secret letters to some 
of the principal men in his army. Such were the 
Oydor Lucas Vazquez, and Andres de Duero^ the 
ancient friend of Cortes, who was ever destined by 
fate to forward the interests of the latter. C<H-tes 
very timely accompanied his messages and promises 
with magnificent presents, which served at once te 
establish his generosity, and acted as a great tempt- 
ation.* 

Father Olmedo was received by Narvaez with 
haughtiness, and his proposals were rejected with 
scorn* That general, relying on the superiority of 

* B, Diss. 
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ImjSmtesy sad already otrnfident of (meeess, look 
BO eare to ditgnise his hMolence and vaiiily. He 
broke out in invectires against Cortes, and decla- 
PBdf in a tone of mingled triiUBpli and derision, 
that he would ere long cut off the head of that trai- 
tor, and put all his followers to death. It was in 
¥li]i that Olndedo, with as much mildness as ad- 
dress, endeavonred to represent to Nanraez the 
impolicy as well as criminality of promotmg this 
minatmral content between brothers ; it was in vain 
that he expressed the readiness of Cortes to enter 
into arrangements, and dwelt on the advantages 
which would accrue to the mother country, if her 
sons> instead of taming their arms against each 
other, could be induced to unite them for their 
mutual benefit.' Pamphilo Narvaez would not 
Usten to any ovartures, speculating no doubt on 
tie sordid policy of not dividing with a rival the 
advantages of an achievement of which he ccHisi« 
dered himself the sole head* 
• The total failure of his endeavours with the 
general, induced the negotiator next to turn his 
attention towards his army* The policy and ad- 
dress of Olmedo, accompanied by the seasonable 
generosity of Cortes, and the promise of future 
reward, produced the most fortunate results. The 
Oydor Vazquez, already inflaenced in favour of 
C<vtes, was entirely converted to his party the 
moment that a magnificent present came to 
strengthen those favourable dispositions. This 
example was followed by various other officers ; 
and by these means, whilst Pamphilo de Nar- 
vaez was wasting his time in vapouring threats, 
and idle demonstrations of arrogance^ the sag^- 
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pti ot WBB teerady enployiv; Avery mmaefll 
itt alienating from lum the affieotion and confidenoe 
of hk amy.* 

The vetnni of Gnevara and hii oompanions Mm 
Mexieo was alto favonrable to the cause of Cortee^ 
for they repreaeoted this coniBiander as most aflh* 
ble and generons, disposed to enter into any ant- 
oable amngement, and eoKoitons only for the g1o>. 
ry and fortune of the Spanish arms. They strongly 
protested against yiolent neasnresp declaring ^mt 
a civil war would be disastrous and unjust, when 
canied on against a num wlio had rendered such 
inaportant services to his country ; and these re- 
mottstmnoes induced some to think of peace, whilst 
odiers were captivated with the generous diaracter 
of Cortes. Narvaes was enraged at these demon- 
strations, and commanded Guevara never more to 
mention the subject of negotiation ; but though 
he might command, he could not prevent the mis- 
chief already done to his cause. Nevertheless, de- 
spising both his enemy and the favourable reports 
dreulatedof him, Narvaez caused a proclamation to 
be made, declaring C<xtes, and all his followers, 
rebels to their king, and traitors to their country. 

Perceiving every attempt at accommodation 
fruitless, Cortes now vigorously resolved to op- 
pose his intractable foe* Despite of the disadvan- 
tages under which he laboured, he summoned all 
his resolution to make one extraordinary effort. - 
Although his force was but very insignificant, he 
found it necessary to reduce it still fiirther, by 
leaving a garrison at Mexico, for he knew tim 
great advantage of keeping Montezuma in hm 
power. This ganrison, consisting ef 150 meli; lie 

* B. Dial. 



^I#ee4. under the covm^tod of Pedro Alfarado^ 
fm officer diatiogoished alike for hk courage and liie 
attachment to his genera]> and ose for whom the 
Mexicans entertained a particnlar regard. To 
auch insufficient force did Cortes commit the care 
of a populous and hostile city, and the person of 
an intriguing sovereign) while he himselfy with an- 
other slender body^ was determined to meet a nu- 
merous army, fresh, vigorous, and unbroken by 
any of those hardships and calamities which had 
assailed his own. In taking leave of Montezuma, 
Cortes used the most profound policy, assuring him 
that the new comers were friends, and that a sin- 
gle interview would remove any trivial diffierence 
which might exist. He farther added, that he left 
Alvarado at Mexico on account of the populaiity 
which that officer had acquired by his afiability 
and kindliness of manners, as well as the special 
regard with which he was honoured by the sove- 
reign of the Mexicans. But whilst he made these 
cordial deiikonstrations, Cortes, though apparently 
confiding in the friendship and good faith of Mon- 
tezuma, gave strict orders to Alvai'sdo to guard 
that monarch with the utmost vigilance. 

Cortes left Mexico about the beginning of May 
1520, six months after his anival in that capital. 
His march was rapid, having left his baggage and 
artillery behind ; for he placed the chief hope of 
success in the activity of his movements, and de- 
cision of his measures. That which chiefly em- 
barrassed him was the enemy's cavalry. It was a 
formidable force, and he feared that his own 8]end-> 
er body, however resolute and determined, would 
never be able to withstand the attack. But with 
the foresight of a skilful leader, he dispatched 

r2 
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Tobffia wilb a few flOidi«n td Chinuitbi to pfO« 
•we Iron its eanque three faniMirecl of the spettv 
med by hk Tvwlike Indians in battle; for th« 
Chiaantla spears bemg of siagular length and firm- 
ness, Cortes considered them as the most efficient 
weapons he coold employ in resisting the attack* 
of we caTBlry. Cortes now proceeded rapidly 
towards Chempoalla, of which pJace Narvaez had 
taken possession, and was joined by Sandoval and 
the garrison of Vera CroE at Ti^anacnetla, a vii** 
lage thirty miles distance from that city. His 
iHiole force then did not exceed two hundred and 
fifty men,* yet with this small body Cortes ad« 
ranced boldly against a formidable enemy ; nor did 
indeed any one of his gallant followers evince any 
sentiments but those of nndamited resolution and 
unshaken fidelity to their general. Cortes here 
made another attempt at negotiation, to effect 
which, he sent Father Olmedo a second tia>e into 
the enem3r's camp ; but this message was not -pro^ 
dnctive of more snooess than the former ; for Nar« 
vaeae proved uniformly intractable and overbear* 
ing, and wonld come to no terms short of the com« 
plete and absolute snijjection of Cortes and his 
whole party. 

Olmedo artfully protracted his stay with Nar- 
taez, for, though his remonstrances proved totally 
fruitless, yet he rendered essential service to Cor- 
tes by his intercourse with the soldiers. Velaz- 
quez de Leon, a brave and gallant officer, one in- 
deed Wflo, from his services, merits, and relation- 
ship with the Governor of Cuba, was considered 

* Cortes, Belat. fi« Dm miji tbey wexe 9nly two hun- 
dred ftnd tiz in all. ' ^ 



HERKAir CdRTES. S09 

as fl^Mid in eommaad to Cortef, had teemytd a 
letter from the enemy inviting him over to the 
eamp, and nsing every argument to alienate him 
from his general. Nanraez had heen induced to 
take this step, relying on the relationship of that 
officer with his employer, no less than toe oppo- 
sition which be had exhibited in the eommence-* 
mefnt of the expediti(m towards Cortes. Bnt Va- 
lazqxiez de Leon, wi^ that noble frankness which 
distingtiished his character, scorned to betray his 
generals cause, and immediately put the letter 
into the hands of Cortes. That commander was 
grateful for this proof of fidelity, though it did 
not by any means excite his surprise, Velazquez 
de Leon possessing, in conjunction with Sandoval, 
his greatest friendship and confidence. The open 
and manly resistance which Leon had made to 
Cortes in the first instance, and his subsequent at- 
tachment, were the best security of hie fidelity ; 
and Cortes accordingly sent him on another em- 
bassy to Narvaez, persuaded that this visit, m*- 
stead of shaking the firmness of Leon, woitld, cm 
the contrary, forward his own views, by the in* 
terest which that ofiicer would possess with Nar- 
vaez and his army. Velazquez de Leon was n^ 
ceived at the enemy's camp with unbounded de*> 
monstrations of joy, and treated with profound re- 
spect. The most brilliant offers were made to 
him on condition that he should abandon Cortes, 
and Narvaez even proposed to appoint hhn his 
second in command; but Leon rejected these 
bribes with scorn, solemnly declaring that even 
the fear of death should not induce him to quit 
a commander who had done such signal service 
to hiar country^ imd whom he eonaiderad as tba 
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tnoflt worthy, as well as competent, to fiabh tile 
enterprise he bad so gloriously commeaced^ Here- 
upon, Nar^aez and one of his officers, a relatiea 
of the Goremor of Cuba, were greatly exaspe- 
rated, and broke out iato their wonted strain of 
abuse against Cortes ; and Velazquez de Leon, 
hearing his general and all his brave companions 
declared rebels and traitors^ laid hand on his wea- 
pon, and a sanguinary scene would have sealed 
his bravery and devotion, had not some judicious 
Spaniards timely interposed, and obliged both 
Leon and Father Olniedo to leave the camp. But 
the mission of these persons had been attended 
with considerable success, as they had infused a 
spirit of disaffection aoOong the troops, a great part 
of which reprobated the blind obstinacy of the 
general, who would rather encourage a disastrous 
civil contention, than listen to terms of accom- 
modation* Narvaez and his principal adherents 
were now so firmly fixed in their purpose, that 
shortly aft^ Cortes and his officers were publicly 
declarod traitors, and the price of two thousand 
«rowns set upon the head of the general and on 
that of Sandoval ; and hearing that, despite of so 
many awnil threats, that chief and his party had 
advanced within a league of Chempoalla, he felt 
indignant at their aiTogance, and therefore set 
his army in motion, with the intention of oifering 
them battle. 

Cortes, informed by a deserter that Narvaez 
had drawn up his whole army in a large plain near 
Chempoalla, where it was his intention to await 
an attack, was not imprudent enough to allow 
such advantages of position to an enemy already 
so greatly superior in every other respect. H<j 
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ftcctttUnglf l^nmiiied qniet od tbe eptMMite tide 
ai the river Canoas, which runs near Chempo- 
alla, awaiting for a more faronrable opportunity 
of carrying his plans into execution. A heavy 
fall of rain having set in, the soldiers of Nar- 
Tae2, little inured to hardships, and despising the 
amall force of the enemy, began now to murmni' at 
being thus unnecessarily exposed to the inclemen- 
cy of the weather ; and some of the officers, also, 
represented to the general, that as there was no 
possibility of Cortes attempting an attack, it would 
be more prudent to keep the troops fresh and vi- 
gorous, for which purpose they should be ordered 
back to their quarters. This was accordingly 
done, and Narvaez retreated into Chempoalla, 
after having posted only two sentinels to watch 
the motions of the enemy at the ford of the river, 
and ordered a detachment of horse to patrol on the 
road to the town, and round his quarters.* Mean- 
time, the small but gallant troop of Cortes stood 
drenched in the rain that poured in torrents, with- 
out evincing any signs of discontent or impatience ; 
and their general, with a look of mingled pride 
and satisfaction, beheld his hardy veterans unbro- 
ken in spirit and ready for service. Auguring most 
favourably of such men, he now determined to car- 
ry into effect a daring and difficult exploit — ^no less 
than to attack the enemy at the dead of night, as 
he naturally conceived, that after the fatigue of the 
day, and not apprehending danger, they would 
yield themselves up to repose. 

He accordingly made a lon^ and impassioned 
oration to his little army, in imch he eloquently 

•lM>mi Soils. 
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depicted to them the sufferings they had undergone 
—the dangers they had braved — we victories they 
had achieved — and then wound up the picture by 
vividly representing to them the rewai'd they were 
destined to receive for all their toil and services. 
They were declared rebels and traitors^ and a war 
of extermination was decreed by those unnatui'al 
brothers^ whom no concession, no effort, could 
conciliate. Cortes was frequently interrupted in 
this harangue by the shouts of his soldiers, and at 
the close, by unanimous acclamations, declaring 
their resolution to follow him wherever he should 
lead them— to conquer or perish. Nay, their en- 
thusiasm was so ardently excited, that some of 
them exclaimed they would kill Cortes if he again 
attempted any accommodation with Narvaez.* 
Hereupon the general extolled the courage of 
his soldiers, and warmly thanked them for their 
attachment. He then divided his little army into 
three parties. The first he intrusted to the com* 
mand of Sandoval, and as this division was to per- 
form the most difficult part, that of seizing the 
enemy's artillery, Cortes took care to place in it, 
not only his chosen soldiers, but some of his best 
officers, among whom was his relation Pizarro, 
who afterwards became so celebrated. The com- 
mand of the second body he gave to Christoval 
de Olid, with instructions to storm the tower, 
and seize on Narvaez. Cortes himself led the 
third; which acted as a small body of reserve,' 
and was to fly to the support of the other two as 
occasion should demand. The incessant rain had 
swollen the river so much, tljat it was forded wititi^ 
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the utmost danger^ tbe water rising to the sol- 
diers' breasts ; but those breasts were so ardently 
excited by the approaching attack, as to be proof 
against every difficulty. The little army having 
performed this toilsome act, now advanced in per- 
fect silence^and regular order, each man armed 
with his sword) dagger, and long spear. The 
advanced guard was fortunate in securing one 
of the sentinels ; but the other escaped, and fled 
into Chempoalla to sound the alarm. This obli- 
ged Cortes to hasten his movements ; and he ac- 
cordingly redoubled tbe rapidity of his march, 
which was, however, conducted in the same silence 
and order as in the commencement. Narvaez 
treated the intelligence brought by the sentinel 
with contempt, imputing his alarm to fear, and 
conceiving it impossible that Cortes would be rash 
enough to attempt an attack with a force so dis- 
proportionate to his own* 

Hernan Cortes arrived at Chempoalla a little 
after midnight, without having met any impedi- 
ment in his way, the patrol of horse having either 
lost tbe road in the darkness of the night, or aban- 
doned their post to take shelter from the rain that 
continued to fall at intervals. By this means 
Cortes entered the city, and proceeding with the 
same caution, at length arrived unobserved be- 
fore the principal temple, where Narvaez held his 
quarters. The place was strongly fortified by a 
long range of artillery, that guarded the approach 
to die temple, but Cortes gave the signal for the as- 
sault, and Sandoval, with his gallant troops, rushed 
forward with such courage and rapidityv that the 
enemy had only time to fire two or three cannon^ 
before they found themselvea compelled to fasTe 
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recourse to their other weapons. Sandovd, wiih 
unparalleled inUepidity, now drove the soldiery 
from the guns, and began to force his way up the 
steps, amidst a storm of arrows and balls. But 
Narvaez> though deficient in the prudence of a 
general, was not wanting in the bravery of a soU 
dier ; and having quickly armed himself, he mado 
disposition for a vigorous resistance. The num- 
bers that crowded the steps of the temple had im- 
peded the progress of Sandoval, who^ however^ 
still maintained his ground with intrepidity, and 
kept possession of the guns ; when Christoval de. 
Olid and Cortes rushing to his assistance, bore 
down all opposition; and Sandoval, with two or 
three others, reached the door of the temple, and 
endeavoured, but in vain, to burst it open. In the 
meantime, a soldier having set fire to the thatch** 
ed roof of [the tower, the conflagration compelled 
its inmates to sally out, when Narvaez was wound- 
ed by the blow of a spear frpm Sanchez Farzan. 
The commander fell ; and being instantly seized^ 
he was dragged down the steps, and secured with 
fetters. The rumour of his death now spread 
about ; and this false report contributed not a little 
to paralyze the already feeble exertions of his fol- 
lowers ; whilst the shouts of victory increased the 
ardour, and gave a fresh impulse to the efforts of 
their enemy. In the two smaller towers, where 
the rest of the army was stationed, confusion and 
alarm soon began to prevail, and their own guns, 
which had been captured, were now directed agamsi 
them ; while the intense darkness of the night, as 
well as the alarm consequent on so unexpected a 
surprisal, tended to make them see everjrwhere 
objeols of danger and terror. Thusi the numarou 
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small lights, proceeding from the shining insects 
which abound in those parts, were conTorted by 
the heated fancies of the soldiers into as many 
musketeers adirancing with ready matches against 
them ;* and Diego Velasquez and Salvatierra en* 
deavoured in rain to animate their men, who, now 
dispirited by the apparent advantage obtained by 
the enemy, began to lay down their arms and 
surrender. Meanwhile Narvaez, and the rest of 
the captured officers, were intrusted to the care 
of Sandoyal, to whose gallant conduct this splen- 
did achievement was in a great measure due ; and 
he had them removed to a secure place, under the 
custody of his most confidential soldiers. 

At the break of day every sign of hostility had 
ceased, and Cortes was discovered seated on a 
chair, surrounded by Sandoval, Ordaz, Velazquex 
de Leon, and the rest of his victorious officers; 
where he received the salutations of the vanquish- 
ed cavaliers, as they proceeded in rotation to kiss 
his hand, not only with affiibility, but cordially 
embracing them as countrymen and friends. He 
then sent Lugo, with a competent body of men, to 
bring the pilots, and men employed at the fleet, 
to Cbempoalla, as well as to dismantle the vessels, 
in order to prevent any communication with 
Cuba. He then ordered every one of the adverse 
party to be set free, except Narvaez and Salvatier- 
ra, whom he contmued to keep under strict guard. 
This signal victory was obtained by Cortes with 
very little bloodshed, only three of his men being 
killed ; while the loss of the enemy amoimted to 
no more than two officers, and fifteen soldiers, 

* Solu ; B. Diaz. 
8 
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But his conduct after the triumph wits afi MBsterly 
as hi9 courage had been couspicaoos during this 
fight. He offered to the followers of Narvaes 
either to send them back to Cuba^ with idl thw 
goods, or to enrol them into his service, to be the 
partners of his dangers and glory^ on the same 
terms with his own men ; and the tatter proposi« 
tion was almost unanimously accefrted by the con^ 
quered army.* With the exception of a few de- 
Toted adherents of Narvaez, M the rest of his 
troops, both officers and soldiers^ joyfully closed' 
with a proposal, which seemed to open so vast a 
field to their hopes. The trinkets and Turious- 
oiiiaments of gold ostentatiously displayed by the* 
followers of Cortes, fired them with the desire of 
becoming masters of snch booty ; while the gene- 
n>sity and affability of that commauder won their 
esteem, at the same time that the valour and abi-» 
lities which he had recently so brilliantly display- 
ed, convinced them that they could not obey a 
general who wielded greater elements of victory 
and success. 

The victory of Cortes 'over Narvaez happened 
on the 27th of May, 1520, and the advantage ob^ 
tained by this fortunate event was immense, in his 
present situation. With the reinforcement of sol* 
diers from Narvaee, he found himself at the head of 
a hundred horse, plenty of ammunition, and other 
military stores, as well as a body of men deserving 
the name of an army. << Thus," says Robertson, 
<< by a series of events no less fortunate than un* 
common, Cortes not only escaped from perdition 
whidi seemed inevitable, but, wh^n he had least 

* Cortef, Relst. f ttttm, Dec. 
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reason to expect it, was placed at the head of a 
tlioasand Spaniards, ready to follow wherever he 
should lead them/' He adds, however, " that these 
events will be apt to be ascribed, as much to the 
intrigues as to the arms of Cortes ; and that the 
min of Narvaez was occasioned^ no less by the 
treachery of his MiefwetSf than by the valour of the 
enemy," 

But, to whatever causes this result is to be at« 
tribittedi it will alwsyB appear an extroovdiaary in- 
stance of courage, ability, and good fortune, and 
consequently redounding greatly to the honour of 
Cortes and his gallant troops. An unvarnished 
recital of facts will present^ to the unprejudiced 
reader, a niaa. harassed on every side with seem- 
ingly insunnonntable difficulties, and by an un^ 
common exertion of genius rising superior to them, 
all. It will show a commander^* with a handful 
of men, reducing a po^^nl army, in \ the midst 
of a hostile country, apd converting to his own 
use those very elements intended for his own im- 
mediate destruction. The greatness of the at- 
tempt; and the singular success of the execution, 
will be the best coounent upon the tcaoBaction. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



huurrection of the Mexicans ^ €ind its effects. 

Never was a general more timely put in posses- 
sion of a brare army, or did a more immediate oc- 
casion present itself to call its courage into action. 
A few days only had elapsed after the overthrow 
of Narraez, when a courier arrived from Alvarado 
with the most alarming account of the state of 
Mexico. The inhabitants had taken up arms 
against the Spaniards, who were now threatened 
with almost unavoidable destruction. The two 
brigantines which Cortes had caused to be con- 
structed, that he might possess a command over 
the lake, had been destroyed. Alvarado was close- 
ly besieged in his quarters, and incessantly expo- 
sed to the furious attacks of the Mexicans. Seven 
Spaniards had already been killed, and it was ap- 
prehended that every one would share the same 
fate, unless Cortes hastened to their assistance. 

This intelligence filled the Spanish commander 
with sorrow and alarm. He knew how incom- 
petent was the slender force of Alvarado to resist 
the repeated attacks of an infuriate foe ; and even 
should their valour for some time repel the ag- 
gressions of the Mexicans, still they woidd not be 
able long to withstand the eflfects of famine. The 
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daagf r tfiM iimuiMBly awi alkiived iM lime te 4»- 
lay. But on the eye of the depertore of Cortaa 
from Cheiiipoall% four meMeagen arrmid from 
Mexico^ brngiog the mott Uttar complaiiita of 
Alrando^ wfaon they aeeaaed of ancomiDon atro* 
etty^ aad to whoae ralhkMa eondnet the preeent 
•late of tho ca|iilal iraa attribated. Cortes^ by 
eompariiig the informatioii afforded by both paiw 
tieS) as wisU aa by fak own jadidoas deductiona 
froin the alate of the conatry^ aoon cane to the 
conclnnoo that the rerolt waa of no ordinafy 
deteription. It waa erident that the restleaa aphnt 
of the Mexicans and their desire of rsTenge, whick 
had been checked aad awed by the presence of 
Cortes, raged with tenMd Tiblelice from the mo^ 
ment idien they were no longer checked by their 
fears of that commander. They considered his de« 

Sartnre from Mexico as the moment destined by 
kte to put in practice their hostile designs. They 
perceived the l^aniardsdivided among themselves ; 
this they considered a most favourable jnnctare to 
attempt their destmction, while the very slender 
garrison left at Mexico increased their hopes of 
success. An opportnnity now offered to rescue 
Monteauma from the power of the Spaniards, and 
pour on those strangers the fall measure of their 
natred and revenge. Several meetings were w> 
cordingly held for this effect, and many schemes 
proposed to insure a fortunate issue to the under«i 
taking. The Spaniards having received due inteU 
figence of these maehinatidns^ the sense of danger 
itiade them a^on^ to provide a remedy in pro^ 
portion to the exigency of the occasion ; but un^ 
fortunately the conduct of their chiefi Alvarado^ 
instead df supplying this remedy, tended only by 

82 
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its impradiMe to heighten the peril iuidto ^pmA^ 
futete iti exploflioD. 

Alfando.wae a bold, gelfaint yomig man, wad 
one of those oificen on wfaoee activity, reteliitioiiy 
and bnveiyy Cortea placed an uaboiuided relianca. 
Bat whilst he possessed aU those qualitiss which 
rendered him of each essential service when act* 
ing under the inspection of an able and ezperi<» 
enced chiefs he was ill qnaHfied for extensive and 
absolate command. The levity of his conduct) 
while it had amused many of the Mexicans, was 
calculated to excite the respect of none. ReiJc* 
less courage, unaided by policy, were but in* 
different advantages amongst men who possessed 
that virtue in an uncommon degree. It was by a 
masterly admixture of temporizing and intrepidity, 
softness and rigour, prudence and resolution ; by 
an admirable use alternately made of various and 
seemingly opposite qualities, that Cortes had gained 
his extraordinary ascendency over the Indians, and 
that he had been enabled to achieve a series ol 
daring and splendid exploits. 

But though Alvarado might be equal to Cortea 
in the virtues of a soldier, he was greatly his in- 
ferior in the abilities of a leader. Violence and 
force were his chief support, resources of which 
Cortes only availed himself in cases of extremity^ 
and when every othar means had failed. At the 
news of the premeditated insurrection of the Mexi- 
cans, Alvarado, instead of eadeavouring to al«* 
lay the storm by devising artful stratagems, or 
adopting soothing measures, took precisely that 
course which was most calculated to increase it» 
The principal festival of the Mexicans, that of 
HuUzUapochtUf the god of war, took place whilst 
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Ovrtes was abflent m Us expedition ag*fai«t Nga*- 
▼aes; and this festiral was nsifonnly celebrated 
vdrdi eertain dances, in which the king^ the nobles, 
the piiests, and the people joined* According^ to 
the iMcient usage, the principal persons among 
the Mexicans were assembled for this purpose in 
the large court of the great temple, and AI?arado 
haring denied the request of the nobles, who de- 
sired Montezuma to join in the ceremony, the 
Mexicans were preparing to perform the religions 
ibace among themsel?es. They had begun to dance 
and sing, accompanied by musical instruments, and 
were proceeding through the pious exerdse in the 
usual manner, when Alvarado, instigated by the ap- 
prehension of the mtended rerolt, and allmred per- 
haps by the rich display of gold ornaments among 
the assembled nobles, considered this a fit oppor- 
tunity at once to secure ins safety, and reap a 
harvest of wealth. He accordingly ordered his 
soldiers out, and fell upon the Mexicans, with as 
■such rapidity as fury* So unexpected and vio- 
lent a charge overpowered the Indians in such a 
manner, that before they could defend themselves, 
a considerable number had been massacred. They 
however collected themselves to repel the aggres- 
sieii, and several Spaniards were killed. This 
cruel act aroused every dormant feeling of the 
Mexicans. They would now be restrained by no 
coosideration. Even the danger incurred by Mon*- 
teauma could not divert his fierce subjects from the 
nasolniaQn they bad taken ; and not only the capital, 
hut the whole empire, rung with the sounds of war 
and revenge. The Mexican troops assaulted the 
Spanish quarters with such ferocious impel uosi* 
ty, that lliey did conaidenible injury to the walls, 



X.IVB or 

^h«( moment a refpilar iiege conmettcad) aadl ite 
•mall garrison remained in a dreadiiil stnte^f < 
penae and agony— repeUinf« however, wit)i 
men bravery, ifae furiona attacka of the enemy, biat 
in^reaaed with a gloomy idea of nnavoidable ds* 
atruetion. 

Cortea diapoaed hia affairs with that proraptip 
tnde of deeiaion and rapidity of execntion that 
characteriaed him on erery trying occaaion. He 
made a abort oration to the fottowera of Narvaea^ 
who again loudly declared their earnest desire to 
follow nnder his command* He then appointed 
Eodrigo Ranzel his lieutenant at Villa Rica, in^ 
tmsting to him the custody of Narraea and Sab 
Tatierra, and without farther delay began hia 
march towarda Mexico with extraordinary expe* 
dition. He was joined at Tlascala by two thoa^ 
sand chosen warriors, whieh, together with tha 
considerable body of Spaniards wfcuch he had now 
mider his orders, he considered a sufficient foiee. 
to quell the diatnrbance in the capita). With thia 
army he proceeded rapidly to Tescnoo ; but acarce^ 
ly had he entered the Mexican territories, when 
strong symptoms of the disaffection which pre* 
Tailed became apparent. Instead of the welcoma 
and ceremony that usually marked hia arrival in 
the Indian towns, be now found these towns de- 
serted at hia approach| no provision made for ina 
subsistence, and every thii^ bearing the impresa 
of that deep antipathy, that brooding revenge, by 
which the natives were actuated. ^ 

Cortes was suffered to pass unmolested, but is 

• Clftvigero. 
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the boding' flileiwe which reigned, and in' the stu- 
dioiis care with which the Indians shunned every 
iatereourse, he easily divined that he had nothing 
BOW to expect from them hut determined defiance, 
and that their redaction was no longer to be 
effected by the arts of subtle policy, but by the 
force of arms. On the 24th of June 1520, Cortes 
again entered Mexico^ but he met with a very 
different reception from that which marked his 
first arrival in that capitaL None of the nobles 
came forward to ctmipliment him, and the whole 
eity bore a strange aspect of silence and gloom. 
The Spanish commander* was greatly affected by 
these symptoms, but, confident in the superior force 
which he now commanded, took very little care to 
conceal his displeasure, or even to act with that 
prudential blandness which hitherto appeared to 
characterise his policy. He treated Montezuma 
with unequivocal contempt ; and when that king 
came to congratulate him on his victory over Nar* 
vaez, Cortes turned from him with disgust, refu- 
sing an answer to his address.*]- This conduct, so 
strangely at variance with the usual politeness 
and deep policy of Cortes, is only to be accounted 
for on the twofold reason of his being persuaded of 
the connivance of Montezuma with the actions of his 
subjects, and the consciousness of the force which 
be had now both to punish and subdue. Cortes 
summoned Alvarado into his presence, and en- 
tered into a close examination of the disastrous 
transactions which had taken place during his ab- 
sence. Alvarado presented a defence, which was 
far from justifying the excesses which he bad com- 

• B. Diaz. t Ibid, 
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mitted, but yet presented tn ostensible pretence 
of necessity for his violent conduct. He declared^ 
that he bad been informed by a priest and two 
nobles, that every measure was taken for the 
effectnal extinction of the Spaniards in Mexico, a 
report bavmg reached that capital that Cortes and 
his scanty troop had been discomfited by Narvaes. 
Alvarado further alleged, in vindication, that he 
had fallen on the Indians on the festival of the 
god of war, because the intelligence he had reeei* 
ved was of such a natm'e as to admit of no delay ; 
and he considered no opportunity more favourable 
to strike terror into the hearts of the conspira- 
tors, who were then assembled in the court of the 
temple. Cortes received the defence of Alvarado 
with evident dissatisfaction, and treated his whole 
conduct in the strongest terms of censure.* But 
the behaviour of the general himself, upon his re- 
appearance at Mexico, was far from deserving 
praise. Powerfully impressed with the idea, that 
Montezuma was carrying on a system of profound 
duplicity, and further exasperated at the want of 
provisions, he acted with a haughty demeanour 
towards the nobles, and sent an arrogant message 
to that monarch, to see that an abundant supply 
of food was immediately procured for his troops. 
The contemptuous expressions used by the Spa- 
nish commander were faithfully reported by some 
Mexicans, who knew enough of the language, to 
their companions. This inflamed their rage the* 
more, and from that moment a wai* of deathless 
hate, of utter extermination, commenced, 
A Spanish soldier, who had been commissioned 

• B. Diss. 
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by Coiiee %o bring to Mekieo tbe danger of 
Montezuma, and other ladies left at Taeuba un- 
der the care of the Caarique, appeared now at the 
qnarterS) dreadfully woonded, and linking with 
fatigue and loea of blood. He had been attacked 
on the causeway by the infuriated Indians, who 
strained e^ery effort to secuiQ him, in order to 
offer him as a sacrifice to their god ; but. the Spa* 
niardy by the nncomiaon exertions of despair, had 
been able to efibct his escape. This soldier an- 
nouncedy that the whole country were up in arms, 
and that from erery quarter multitudes were ad* 
yandng to achieve the extermination of the Spa« 
niards. Cortes immediately ordered a detach- 
ment of four bundred men to reconnoitre, under 
tbe command of Diego de Ordaz ; but these Spa- 
niards had scarcely advanced into the streets, 
when they were assailed with incessant showers 
of arrows, mingled with fearful tows of revenge. 
The aspect of the people was terrific, and the in- 
veteracy of their purpose was clearly manifested 
in their tokens of aversion. Tbe streets were 
crowded with a mighty throng, eager to close 
with the bated enemy; while the roofs of the 
temples and houses were also covered witb In- 
dians, keeping up an -uninterrupted discbarge of 
tbeir missiles, Ordaz in a short time found him- 
self hemmed in by this multitude. He could 
neither continue his progress, nor effect a retreat. 
He was charged at once in ft-ont and in the rear, 
and a prodigious quantity of arrows, darts, and 
stones, were showered on bis division from all 
quarters. iTha Spaniards fought with the reso- 
lution of despair; and their leader, Ordaz, ac- 

quijped B^iftch gk^ry by his iatrapidity and steady 
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comporare in the midst of so appftlling ft ecnfifoti 
It was, however, with the utmost difficulty lifaf - 
he forced his way hack to the Spanish qaart^^'' 
with the loss of eight men, and a great namher ef - 
wounded.*^ This success emboldened the Me)d'^ 
cans to continue their hostility with redoubled" 
animosity. Accordingly, the following day, iJiey- 
came in formidable array to attack the Spanish-^ 
quarters. Nothing could exceed the terror in<i- 
spired by their prodigious force, but the ferocity 
which appeared conspicuous in their deportment.' 
A sort of frenzy — a frightful enthusiasm — ^led them 
on. Cortes could not stem the ever-returning^ 
fury of fresh attacks ; though the artillery swept 
the encumbered streets at every volley, the place 
of the fallen was instantaneously supplied by othe* 
Indians, who, regardless of the fate of their corn^ 
panions, seemed only intent on obtaining the vie* 
tory by wearying out the strength of the enemy 
by unceasing perseverance. They continued ^e 
attack during the whole day, and it demanded ft}^ 
the vigilance and extraordinary presence of mind' 
of Cortes to prevent the enemy from forcing tfaei^ 
way into the quarters, a feat which they were once 
or t^ce jon the point of achieving. But all the 
efforts of the Spaniards could not avoid a partial* 
conflagration^ which they were only able to check* 
by throwing down a wall to extinguish it : tfautir' 
exposing themselves to one danger in seeking prcM 
tection from another. ^ 

Cortes was not less astonished than alarmed air 
symptoms of such unconquerable ferocity. The- 
total destruction of his men appeared 'inevitftbl^«' 

* Ctovigeio. .B. Dlaa tays he lost ^wentjMhTte mem 
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1%6 thTeals of the Mexicans alone were sufficient 
t^ strike terror even into the stout hearts of the- 
Teterans of Cortes, much more into those of the 
fMowen of Narvaez. The Indians continually 
menaced the Spaniards with the sacrifice whica- 
was {NTomised to their gods. They were told that 
the voracious animals in the temple had been kept 
la a rigorous fast, that they might the more eager- 
ly deyour the bodies of the Spaniards when offer- 
ed in sacrifice ; and that the Tlascalans and other 
allies were to be confined in cages, in order to fat- 
ten for the some purpose.* To men who had 
visited the temples, and were acquainted with the 
frightful butcheries of the Mexicans, such a de- 
claration could not but be attended by a corre- 
sponding feeling of horror. The constant state 
of alarm, the uncommon series of present calami-« 
ties that weighed on the Spaniards, and the dis- 
mal prospect that bounded their future horizon^ 
began to produce the most fatal effects amongst 
many of the soldiers, and symptoms of discon- 
tent were clearly conspicuous amoiu;st the fol- 
lowers of Narvaez. These had fondly indulged 
the hopes of coming to Mexico to share the spoils 
of a conquest ah^ady achieved ; instead of which, 
they found themselves constantly harassed by a 
formidable enemy, and surrounded on every side 
with omens of direful promise. They cursed their 
own infatuation in listening to the delusive words 
of Cortes, and loudly complained against that com- 
nmader for his rashness in plunging the Spaniards 
into so mad and fruitless an enterprise. Thus had 
the leader to combat the baneful consequences of 

* B. Diaz. 
T 
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distffectioii amongBt his troops, wUlst his active 
mind was at the same time providing against the 
unwearied attempts of the enemy.*^ But this was 
no time either to complain or speculate — resolu- 
tion alone could rescue the Spaniards from utter 
ruin ; and Cortes, in the midst of so much miseryy 
preserving his fortitude, resolved hy a hold effort 
to restore confidence to his soldiers. He made a 
desperate sally against the enemy, in which, though 
he hehaved with uncommon intrepidity, he was 
compelled to retreat, after losing ten men, and 
leaving almost all the rest of the party, amounting 
to fifty, wounded.f 

But the ferocious ohstinacy of the Mexicans 
could neither ohscure the genius of Cortes, nor 
damp his courage. His mind seemed to expand 
in proportion to the urgency, and the strength of 
his soul to increase with the load of misfortune* 
He resolved to show the enemy that his inveteracy 
of design was equal to his daring and intrepidity 
in execution ; and accordingly he gave orders for 
a second and more vigorous sally. Having per« 
ceived that the soldiers had sustained the greatest 
injury from the disastrous warfare carried on from 
windows and the roofs of the houses, he provided 
against this inconveniency by constructing four 
machines of war called Manias. These military 
engines were made of strong timber, covered by' 
a roof, and moved on wheels. They could each 
conveniently contain from twenty to thirty com-* 
batants, who, under protection of this shelter, used 
their fire-arms in comparative security. 

Every arrangement being made, Cortes under- ' 

• B. Dia*. + Ibid. 
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took the flecond sally, which he commanded in 
person. The greater part of hb troops, as well 
as two thousand Tlascalans, were employed in this 
dangerous service. The appearance of the Spa- 
niards was hailed by the enemy with their accus- 
tomed shouts of aversion and defiance^ and soon 
followed by a shower of their missiles. The four 
artificial turrets, though in the first instance pro* 
fitable to Cortes, were but inadequate shelter 
against the exertions of the Mexicans. Indeed the 
Indians presented, to the astom'shment of CorteSi 
proofs of ability equal to their courage. They 
made use of every stratagem^ every resource 
which the peculiar position of their city afforded, 
was industriously improved and converted into 
means of resistance or offence. They fought ia 
ihe streets, from the roofs, from the cands; in 
some places the Spaniards found barriers to op- 
pose their progress — ^in others, the communication 
by means of the canals were intercepted, and the 
bridges broken down; but what added to the 
anxiety of the Spanish commander, was to peiv 
ceive the demolition of the four portable turrets, 
which was effected by means of ponderous stones 
and huge pieces of rock which the Mexicans hurled 
from above.* The conflict lasted with unabated 
ardour during the day. The priests incessantly 
inflamed the warriors by their voice, and the nobles 
by their example ; and the Spaniards, harassed by 
powerful masses on every side — tormented by in- 
qessant volleys of arrows, at last endeavoured to set 
fire to the city, in order to check the annoyance 
created by those who fought under cover of their 

•Solis. 
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habitations. After many saccessire hotirs of inces- 
sant fighting, Cortes gave orders to retreat, haviiig 
burnt down several houses, and produced a fear- 
ful slaughter among the enraged Mexicans. There 
was nothing, however, to compensate for the loss 
of forty soldiers, besides more than sixty wounded, 
himself among the latter, being wounded in the 
hand.* 

At the sight of such implacable hatred among 
the Indians, and the deplorable loss with which 
every fresh sally was attended, Cortes perceived 
the wide extent of his danger. He could not 
render himself master of the city by force, nor 
could he enter into any advantageous negotiation 
with the inhabitants. His continuance in Mexico 
was accompanied not only with the dangers arising 
from unremitting warfare, but by the dismal pros- 
pect of famine which the scarcity of their provi- 
sions now rendered more than probable ; and in 
proportion as the distresses of the Spaniards in- 
creased, the hopes of the enemy would be in- 
flamed, and their exertions redoubled. Yet, on the 
other hand, to abandon so glorious an enterprise, 
and lose by a retreat the fruit of so many achieve- 
ments and privations, was a contemplation of the 
most painful nature to the Spanish commander. 
Nor was the mind of Montezuma in a state of 
greater composure. He had observed from one 
of the towers the previous engagements, and the 
animosity by which they were distinguished. He 
perceived that his brother, the lord of Iztapalapsn, 
headed the Mexican troops, and that the whole 
city was delivered to bloodshed anckdevastation« 

• B. Diaz J Solii. 
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Tim ^Ottlempklioli of sack dlsMtroiia objects in^ 
.^irsd the tnoiiardi with remt and apprehension, 
^He considered the loss of his crown and life to be 
mptdljr approaching^ no less than the destruction 
of his great oapital. The re?enge of the Mezi- 
Cans^ and the intrepidity of the Spaniards, taught 
him that nothing bilt accumulated misfortune could 
result from a odntinnation of hostilities; and that 
whicbeyer patty remained triumphant, the victory 
would only be obtained by the destruction and de- 
pqmlation of the city* 

bapressed with this ideai he resolred to pro* 
pose to Cortes that he should evacuate Mexico^ 
as the only means of putting an end to such an 
accumulation of disasters. In these reflections he 
■pent the nighty and early on the next day re* 
guested an hiterview with the Spanish chief. It 
did not require much labour to persuade Cortea 
that a tranquil evacuation of the city was the least 
dtsaatrous alternative he could emlvace under the 
present distressilig circumstances. The repeated 
odamities that assailed him'— the constant danger 
to which bis meli were exposedi no less than their 
increasing dissatisfaction from the severe service 
they were compelled to endurei induced him to 
lend a fayourable ear to the proposal of Montezuma. 
He accordingly promised to retreat from Mexico 

. for the present^ but desired that the monarch 
would adopt every measure oonducire to an un* 

,i molested egrels (torn the city. For this efiect he 
aBuHjpmed that the Mexicans should lay down their 
atvne* Montezuma, oveijoyed at the compliance 
of Cortefe, readily promised the security which 
^vas demandadi* and offered immediately to in* 

• Clstigeroj 8oli». 
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terpoee big authority with the Mexieaas^wi 
which led subseqaently to the death of that- hmh 
narcL 

Bernal Diaz varies cooBiderably from other wm^ 
thorities in his account of this transaction. Ao 
cordmg to him, such uniformity of resolution did 
not exist between the Spanish cbief and the Mexi* 
can sovereign. On the contrary, when Cortes sig- 
lufied his readiness to retreat from the city^ die- 
siring Montezuma to address his people, in order 
to induce them to desist from further aggression, 
Diaz says the message was indignantly received, 
and peremptorily refused, by Montezuma, who 
burst into tears, and uttered many bitter reproaches 
against the Spanish general. Father Olmedo and 
Christoval de Olid endeavoured next to conquer 
the repugnance of the sovereign, but he answered 
that his remonstrances would produce no effect 
upon his people, who had chosen another king, 
and were' resolved not to suffer a single Spaniard 
to escape alive from the city. He, however, was 
at length prevailed on to address his subjects, 
*^ and reduced," to use the words of Robertson, 
** to the sad necessity of becoming the instrument 
of his own disgrace, and of the slavery of his peo- 
ple/' The reader will use his judgment in this 
different version of that event. To us it appears 
not only probable, but perfectly natural, that a 
monarch, who had been so invariably anxious for 
the departure of the Spaniards from Mexico, 
should be inclined to urge any remonstrance, whea 
BO favourable a juncture presented itself. On the 
other hand, he might consider the time for n^go^ 
tiation past, and accordingly refuse his interfe- 
rence. But still it appears more probable that he 
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I wwdd make the attempt, howeyer hopeless, before 
I lie vohintarily yielded himself to his own niin, 
which he could not but consider as intimately 
i eennected with that of the Spaniards* 

i 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



Death ofMoniezuma, and terrible Conflict in the 

Temple. 

The AmericaoB now nuhed impetuously to the 
aasanlt of the Spanish quarters. On eyeryside they 
strove to gain the walls, while the archers let fly 
a multitude of arrows that greatly annoyed the 
besieged, who attempted in vain to check the fe- 
rocity of the assailants by tremendous discharges 
of artillery. Some of the Indians had already 
penetrated within the quarters, and were actually 
engaged, roan to man, with the Spaniards ; when 
in this emergency, Montezuma, agitated by con- 
tending feelings, resoWed to show himself to his 
subjects, and endeavour by his words to calm the 
popular fury. Attired ia his regal habiliments, 
and with all the pomp be affected on the most 
solemn occasions, he advanced to the battlements, 
attended by some of his own nobles, and an escort 
of Spaniards. The moment he appeared the tu- 
mult ceased, and a profound silence ensued. The 
respect of the Mexicans for their captive sove- 
reign mastered every other passion, and someamQng 
them kneeled down in humble veneration. Mpn- 
tezuma addressed his infuriated people in an im- 
passioned tone and manner^ earoesUy requesting 
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them to deekt from hostilities^ as it was the firm 
intention of their enemies to qait tho capital, 
should they he snflered to effect their egress with- 
out molestation. To the remonstrances of the 
monarch, some of the nobles who stood on the 
foremost ground answered, that with the assistance 
of the gods, the war would soon be brought to a 
close, and that they had yowed to accomplish the 
extermination of the Spaniards. Montezuma pro* 
ceeded to make use of every argument which he 
judged conducive to soften their fury, or excite 
their fears ; but his efforts were vain. Afiairs had 
arrived at that extremity when the soothing words 
of persuasion, and the counsels of prudence, are 
alike unheeded and despised. A murmur of dis- 
content pervaded the crowd; one of the most- 
daring proceeded to express his indignation in a 
more unequivocal manner, by calling the king a 
coward, and the sullen v<Hce of insubordination 
was followed by open threats and violent re- 
proaches.* The spirit of turbulence spread with' 
fearful rapidity, and the Mexicans, those very men 
who had formerly scarcely ventured to look up to- 
Montezuma, through excess of dread and respect, 
now hesitated not to heap abuse and maledictions 
on his head. 

These demonstrations of popular fury were fol- 
lowed by their natural and disastrous results. A 
mingled shower of arrows and stones fell upon the 
ramparts with such rapidity and fatal effect, that 
before the Spaniards appointed to guard the per- 
son of Montezuma had time to protect him with- 
their shields, the wretched king sunk to the ground 

* Clavigero ; Aoosts; 
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severelf wounded on the head by a stone^ aad 
al§0| though more slightly^ on the arm and leg.*. 
When they beheld their monarch fall, the Mexi« 
cant were horror-stricken at their own fearful 
deed. A revulsion of feeling operated upon them ; 
and from the violence of stormy passion they pass- 
ed to the stupor of gloom and despair. They con- 
sidered themselves as sacrilegeous wretches, and 
fled from the spot in wild dismayi as if pursued 
by the vengeance of the gods. 

Montezuma was immediately carried to his 

Sirtments by the Spaniards, who strove to admi^- 
ter every comfort under so severe and unex** 
peoted a misfortune. Cortesi with anxious solici- 
tude, stood by the side of the wounded monarch, 
and endeavoured, by the most soothing words, to 
testify his regret and sorrow; but Montezuma 
seemed now suddenly to awake from an unnatural 
trance of forbearance and servility. His eonsti- 
ttttionalhaughtinessf and fierce resolution, returned, 
a* it werei to cast a halo over his departing mo- 
ments« He felt himself a kingi and resolved to 
act with the independence of a man. He repelled 
the consolations and friendly tokens of the Spa- 
niards with scorn and indignation^ His dormant 
pride returning with additional power in this hour 
of misery^) be beheld) in its fuUest extent, the de- 
gradation of his state, and fiercely detetmined not 
to survive his misfortunes. He felt the poignant 
shame of that life which was now but an instrcii« 
ment in the bands of his enemies, and an object of 
abborrenee among his own sbbjects. Death ap- 
peared to the despairing monarch the only jrefnge 

«B«Pxss,| 8olig« 
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from his woes, and thus fae vigorottsljr opposed all 
the remedies which the Spaniards adopted to pro- 
long his existence. The wound in the forehead 
was sufficiently dangerous to excite apprehension,* 
but sti]] it might hare yielded to efforts of medi- 
cine and proper care, had not Montezuma, with 
persevering obstinacy, repelled every endeavour to 
protract the term of his disastrous career. In a 
paroxysm of anger, grief, and despair, he tore the 
bandage from his wound ; peremptorily refused to 
take the offered nourishment, aiid eagerly seized 
any means of expediting his fate.f 

Cortes was sincerely and powerfully affected 
by this determination of the wretched monarch. 
No persuasion, no argument, no vigilance, however 
watchful, could win him from his fixed purpose. 
It was evident that his end was fast approaching^ and 
Cortes perceiving any effort to prolong his life now 
imavailinff, turned his thoughts with additional zeal 
towards the conversion of the dying prince to the 
Christian faith. Father Olmeda exhausted all the 
resources of his eloquence and piety to persuade 
bim to receive baptism, but all his exertions proved 
without effect ; Montezuma was inflexible on this 
point, as well as in his resolution to die ; and in 9, 
stormy conflict of passions that lasted three days, 
he at length expired, cursing his fate and bis ene- 
mies, and making vows of vengeance against the 
Spaniards and his rebellious subjects. 

Such was the tragic end of Montezuma the Se- 
cond,in the fifty-fourth year of bis age,the eighteenth 
of his reign, and in the seventh month pf his cap- 
tivity.J His loss was deeply and sincerely de- 

* Cortes, ReUt. ; Gomara^ Chron. 

t B. Diaz s Soils. t Clavigero. 



9$8 xiFE or . 

plored by tbe Sfianiards, whose afFectioo he htA 
won daring his imprisonment, by repeated adB .<ii 
generosity, and other noble qualities,* His alim^ 
racter was a compound of virtues and vices, whiich^ 
are rendered conroicuous by a close examinatiop 
of his actions. Tliough magnificent and UberaJy 
he exercised these qiuilities often at the expense 
of his subjects, and his lore ofjustice frequently 
urged him to acts of cruelty. That reserve^ whidi 
was a leading feature in his character, exposed 
him to the imputation of duplicity, whilst it tend- 
ed also to keep from his throne the complaints of 
his suffering subjects. This, added to the warlike 
disposition that distinguished his youth, and the 
success which attended his expeditions, which 
were necessarily unaccompanied by the modeia- 
tion and humanity of more civilized nations, ob- 
tained for him in some places tbe appellation of 
tyrant, whilst by others he was considered in the 
strict light of a conqueror. He had by the power 
of his arms considerably extended his dominions, 
and completely routed his enemies in three great 
battles, besides several other engagements of less- 
er note. He became, however, in the last year 
of his reign so totally altered from his previous 
character and conduct, that his subjects accused 
him of having changed his sex.f Indeed^ super- 
stition had so far debased his mind, and the dread- 
ful power of the Spaniards so effectually paralyaeid 
his efforts, that from « daring and courageous con- 
queror, Montezuma had become a weak and irra- 
solute prince. He had tastes which argued aomB 
refinement of intellect. He was extremely fond 

• B. Diaa. f Clavigiap. 
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^of ttmic, asd del^hted to investigftte the causeB 
«of ^e superiority of the Spaniards. He was also 
very skilful in the use of his weapons, as well aa 
partial to the exercises of the chase, and remark- 
ably attentiye to the cleanliness and ornament of 
his person. With regard to his outward appear- 
ance, he was of a good stature, rather thm, but 
well proportioned. His visage was long and oval, 
his eyes lively, and the expression of his counte- 
nance pleasing. Despite of his errors, many of 
which cannot but be greatly excused, on account 
of the difficulties that surrounded the last year of 
Iris life, Montezuma was esteemed as the greatest 
monarch that had yet governed the Mexicans.* 
'Montezuma left several sons, three of whom ended 
their lives in the disastrous retreat of the Spaniards 
from Mexico ; of those who survived, the most 
celebrated was Johualicahnatzin, or Don Pedro 
Montezuma, from whom the Spanish Counts of 
Montezuma and Tula claim descent. 

As soon as the Mexican monarch died, Cortes 
sent a deputation to announce the mournful 
tidings to Prince Cuitlahuatzin, his successor in 
the throne. Shortly after the royal corpse was 
carried out by six nobles, and conducted to a place 
called Copalco, amidst the lamentations of the 
crowd, who now extolled to the skies that sove- 
reign, whom a few days since they had consi- 
' dared totally unworthy both of his crown and life.f 
Sad privilege of mortality^ to excite regrets and 
kindle friendly feelings, when regret is unavailing 
wod compassion and respect afford no solace to the 
▼ietim! 

• B» XMs2* t B. Dike ; Clsvig^ro $ SoUi. 
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A renewed endeavour which Cortes made at 
negotiation with the Mexicans, after the death of 
Montezuma, proved equally abortive with the for- 
mer. The Indians intrusted with the messag^ 
scorned to return with an answer from their fellow- 
countrymen, who, the day subsequent to the fune- 
ral obsequies of their late sovereign, returned to 
their attack on the Spanish quarters, with more 
impetuosity than ever. Cortes, having thus lost 
every prospect of accommodation with the Mexi- 
cans, saw the urgency of evacuating their city with 
the utmost expedition. But every moment brought 
new difficulties, and the situation of the Spaniards 
became truly lamentable. In Montezuma, they had 
lost the only pledge by which, however inefficient^ 
they might hope to offer some check to the ex- 
treme violence of his subjects. Nothing now im- 
peded the effect of their hatred, or could arrest 
their animosity. They quickly took possession 
of a tower in the principal temple, which com- 
manded a view of the Spanish quarters. There 
they kept so vigilant a watch, that no Spaniard 
could move without exposing himself to immediate 
death from their weapons. So intent were the 
Mexicans on keeping this advantageous position, 
that five hundred of their chosen warriors, distin- 
guished alike for their known courage and high 
rank, resolved to maintain it against every danger ; 
and for this purpose they made every arrange- 
ment with regard to arms and previsions, as if they 
had expected a siege. Cortes was sensible that 
he must forego every hope of effecting a safe re- 
treat, as long as he suffered his enemies to main- 
tain their present station, and accordingly resolved 
to dalodge them at all hassarda. This achieve* 
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jfi^/ts^ he iatmsted to the conduct of Escobar, a ra* 

Ijant officer ; but notwithstanding the gallant con- 
duct of the leader, or the courage of the numeroua 
({crtachment by which he was attended, the Spa- 
niards were compelled, after three rain attempts, 
to retreat into their quarters, without accomplish- 
iHf their purpose. 

Cortes now felt the whole weight of the misfor- 
tune by which be was so imminently threatened. He 
was obliged to strain his every effort, not for the re- 
ward of conquest, or the splendour of glory, but 
fior the mere safety of his braye and devoted fol'« 
lowers. Acting under this impression, he deter- 
mined to conduct the assault against the Tempi* 
in person, though he was at the time suffering 
deeply from the wound he had received in a pre« 
Yious engagement. He immediately, followed by 
the flower of his troops, rushed to the attack, with 
valour and determination unparalleled even in hia 
former exploits. Obstacles impeded the progress 
of the Spaniards on every side, while arrows an4 
other missiles were literally showered upon them | 
^e caralry, upon which their chief reliance was 
placed, was soon found to be of no service, owing 
to the smoothness o£»the pavement in the courts 
of the Temple. At every charge the horse slipt 
iMoid fell, whilst the fallen riders had the utmost 
difficulty to regain their position.* This inconve- 
luence created much disorder and confusion ; nor 
was the obstinacy of the enemy productive of lesa 
considerable mischief. They resorted to every prac- 
tice which ingenuity could invent to annoy and difr* 
tress the Spaniardst Besides their usual weapons. 
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tbey employed several other means of aggresaioflf 
and resistance, hurling sometimes large fragments 
of stone from ahove, and at others burning beams, 
amde imitation of fire-arms certainly, bat one which, 
however inefficient in destmctive power, tended 
nevertheless to produce much disorder to tbeif 
enemy. Cortes in this emergency showed himself 
a hero.* He dismounted quickly from his horse, 
and ordering a buckler to he tied to his wounded 
arm, he rushed sword in hand into the thickest of 
the battle, calling aloud to his captains to follow 
his example. The intrepidity of the general pro- 
duced the desired effect upon his troops. The 
Spaniards pushed forward with resistless impe* 
tuosity, and forcing gradually their way up the 
steps, they at length gained the ascent, and drove 
the Mexicans to the platform or upper area of 
the Temple. Here the contest raged with undi^ 
minished violence. The Indians seemed all de- 
termined to perish in the fight ; and accordingly, 
during three hours, the combat raged with the 
most unparalleled fury. The priests^ now calling 
franticly on their gods for protection, further in- 
flamed the frenzied courage of the warriors, all 
of whom were either killed on the spot, or threw 
themselves from the tower, to escape being cap- 
tured. The priests and the nobles in this place 
perished to a man, while the carnage in other quar- 
ters was proportionably frightful. Cortes at length 
got possession of the tower, when there was no 
one alive to defend it. He immediately set fire 
to the sanctuary ; and having thus removed this 
serious obstacle to his future plans, now com* 

• B. Diaa. 
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immded a leMAt iato hm qivrfteftu Nd 1m* Umoi 
fipuctj^six Spaniards were sUio in this terrible auanlt, 
aiul ^ter J <me had received wounds ; they were 
Cerered with blood, and almost sinking through 
tohaustioQ. The namber of tbe dead atnong tha 
Tlascalaa allies wm very gteat^ so that wlM^n Cortea 
attempted to retreat, he found fresh difficulties to 
oppose his progress^ and new dangers to tiall for a 
lorther exertion of his courage. The Mexicans^ 
linth obstinate ferocity, assailed hits in the lower 
area, and continued their furious attack in every 
street, and from every house. In this dreadfid eon- 
fliet, Cortes, by a desperate effort, succeeded ia 
Rescuing his friend Andres de Duero, whom tba 
Mexicans were carrying away prisoner, having 
destined him no doubt for sa<srifice.* 
, The spirited assault of the Spaniards oft tbd 
Temple, and the equally gallant defence of the 
Mexicans, were considered of such high imp^Hrt* 
ance by the Indians, that it was commemorated by 
lively representations^ in the paintings both of the ' 
Tlascalans and the Mexican8.f An interesting 
anecdote concerning this event is also related, 
which, as being liable to disquisition, I have been 
induced to place at the end of the chapter. It refers 
to the self-devotion of two Mexican youths of rank, 
who, perceiving Cortes on the point of obtaining 
his project in rendering himself master of the tow- 
er, resolved to sacrifice themselves for the good of 
their country^ by involving in their own death the 
xwn of their enemy. With this intention they ad- 
yanced towards Cortes, and affected to kneel down 
as if demanding quarter, when, suddenly seizing 

# Soils. t Cortes, lUlaU 
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him, they forced him to the edge of the apper area, 
reeolved to hurl themaelres therefrom, and drag 
the Spanish commander in their mortal fall. Cortes, 
however, by a desperate exertion of strength and 
agility, disengaged himself from their grasp, and 
the two Mexicans perished in their unsuccessful 
attempt. 

This incident, so honourable to the patriotism of 
the two youths, is narrated by Raynal and Robert* 
son, on the authority of Herrera and Torquraaada, 
and it is also described by Solis* Clavigero, how- 
ever, strongly contradicts it, and not without just 
reason. Neither Bernal Diaz, Gomara, and others,' 
nor Cortes himself, make mention of such an event; 
and it must strike every one as remarkably singu- 
lar, that all the primitive historians should have 
been igpaorant of, much more have wilfully omitted^ 
a circumstance which had so imminently endan- 
gered the life of the Spanish commander* 
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CHAPTER XVUL 



DisttBtfiws Retreat of the Spaniards from Mexico^ 
and Battle of Otompan, or Otumba, 

The Spaniards were now in a situation border- 
ing on despair, — Montezuma was no more,— pro- 
'Visions had become extremeljr scarce, — the powder 
WB8 nearly expended, and the Mexicans continned 
ci«Bolutely to reject every oyerture of peace. Many 
of the sc^diers of Cortes had already been killed in 
the various engagements which had recently taken 
place ; the greater portion of the rest were wound- 
ed, and all appeared sinking nnder the weight of 
accumulated misfortunes. The bridges had been 
broken down by the enemy, in order to render an 
escape impossible ; and the Mexicans, almost worn 
out with their hicessant attacks upon ibe Spaniards, 
seemed resolved to destroy by famine those men 
whom they could not reduce by arms* So fearinl 
a doom, or the more horrible fate of being sacri- 
ficed to the idols, was the dark alternative offered 
to the followers of Cortes. That able and undaunt- 
ed commander, revolving in his mind the idea of a 
retreat, now held a consultation with his officers, 
concerning the most prudent manner, as well as 
the most befitting time> of carrying this resolution 
i|ito effect* '' 
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A direnity of opinions prerailed in the assetd*- 
blage. Some strongly adyised that the sally shonld 
be effected by day, when erery danger could be 
clearly perceired, and more complete pronsion 
made against the efforts of the enemy. Others, 
on the contrary, contended that the darkness of 
night was prefem^le, as it would tend at once to 
conceal their movements, and fake advantage of 
the saperstitions of the Mexicans, which prevented 
theoi from attacking daring the hours dedicttled - 
to repose. The latter counsel was unfortunately 
adopted, which was partly brought about also by 
the pfsdi<$lidne of «i soldier, who, ckiiming the 
pretensions of an astrologer, strongly Advised bis 
countrymen to UAderttike the retreat by nighty* 
Whether Cortes was weak enough to be sw«y^ 
ed by sttch chimeras, or, what is fsar mord pr«N 
bible, whethcR* be really coumved, by «M»re n^ 
tiooal deductions, that a nightly retreat ftffiSAled 
greftttr security, he adopted tins course, and nMde 
dkflMitions lor a»ft haae^ABm depitftitre^ H« 
okttMd » portable bridge t» be made^ of suffiokw* 
strength to enable hk aroiy to puss the apertu^es^ 
or cbtehe% in Hm eeiusemys^ which the enemy' 
bad BMde to pwveiit an eeeape. He then wdered 
all die treasora which bed beett coHected to be 
iHXMigfat forward, and having separated the MA 
pert bek»nging to the king, he maeke it over t» it» 
oftcera of the crown, iibsdlvhig bimself ftaek any 
furtlM* responsibility on that head. Tb« i«e€ of 
tfceee Hdies he left at the discretie* of Itfs kA>* 
liMretv, advi^ng theoi, neverthelesa, t9 postpone 
sBi ae^visition el weahh to a mere ixvomMe op^ 

* B. Diaz ; Clavigero $ Solis. 
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porliiiiity, rather than encamber themaelTes with 
articles which might prove prejudicial to their safe* 
ty in the retreat.* 

Henian Cortes ordered then the plan of marehu 
He intrusted the command of the van, consisting 
of two hundred of the boldest and most active sol- 
diers, together with twenty horsemen, to the gal* 
lant Sandoval, aided by Diego de Ordaz and Fran- 
cisco Lugo. The conduct of the rear, composed 
of the greater proportion of the Spanish troops, 
be committed to Pedro de Alvarado and Velafr- 
qaez de Leon. Cortes himself, supported by 
Christoval de Olid and Davila, commanded the 
centre, where he placed the children of Montezn- 
ma, and other prisoners of distinction, the baggage, 
artillery, and the portable bridfre to throw over 
the breaches in the causeway. The allied troops, 
fsom Tiascala, Chempoalla^ and Cholula, amount- 
ing to several thousands, he distributed among 
the three divisions. The Spaniards commenced 
their disastrous and memorable retreat in a dark 
night, rendered still more gloomy and dangerous 
by a heavy mist and a fall of rain, which conti- 
nued without intermission. These circumstances, 
which Cortes considered advantageous to his de- 
sign, proved most disastrous in the event. Shortly 
after midnight the van left i^e Spanish quarters, 
and was followed in progression. by the other di- 
visions. Cortes directed his course in deep si- 
lence towards the causeway of Tacuba, because, 
being shorter than the others, and, on account 
of its remoteness from Tiascala, not calling so 
much the attention of the Mexicans, it afforded 

* Clavigeip. 
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gf e ito r ohnee of iocoms in (ha p res e nt unda f t a 
Itma. The Spaniardi wrivtcl at the first hiunck 
without interruption, and proceeded to place tb# 
portaUe bridge, in ^ expectation that theu: in* 
tentien was onknown, and that their safety would 
ia a fow moments be secured. 

From these flattering dreams the retreattng anav 
was soon startled by a prodigious ekmoor whicL^ 
suddenly filled the air« The Mexicans had cu^ 
folly watched the movements of their enemy, and 
the priests, with their horn, summoned the s<^. 
diers to arms. The sounds of warlike instrumsnta' 
and astounding shouts bunt from every quarter* 
The lake, until then tranquil and still, appeared' 
in a moment agitated by the motion of a thousand 
canoes. Showers of arrows and volleys of stooea 
poured against the Spaniards without interrupt 
tion, whilst an army, prodigious in numbers, aild 
ferocious in purpose, thronged eagerly to tfaeoauao« 
ways, where they hoped to accomplish the de« 
struction of the retreating foe. But a new oak^ 
mity soon called for the attention of Cortes, and 
excited the diemay of his soldiers. The portable 
bridge was broken down by the weight of tho 
baggage and artillery, and sticking fast amidst tho 
stones and mud, it was no longer servio^able. 
Those of the Spaniards who had already gained 
the other side^ hastened to the sec^md breach, 
whilst their harassed companions endeavoured to 
scramble their fearful way, amidst a confused heap 
of cannon, luggage, armour, and the bodies of the 
dead and wounded, that now almost filled the 
horrid chasm. From this moment' every thiny 
became terror and confusion. The rain poured 
in torrents— -the horsea plnaged, or remained ree* 
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Xiwe, 80 that many of tbeir riders iv^re ^onp^lled 
to alHUidon thero. Both sides of the causeway 
were flanked with canoeS) from which the enemy 
sent incessant flights of their missiles. The Spa- 
niards in an instant found themselyes surrounded 
by an infinity of enemies, who attacked them at 
once by sea and land with a fierceness they never 
before experienced. Their astounding yells*— the 
sounds of their homs-»*-the piercing cries of the 
captives, whom they were hurrying away in their 
canoes, all contributed to strike a chill of horror 
into the hearts of the stoutest veterans. The Spa- 
niards fought with the fury of desperation, and 
many succeeded in passing over this fearful gap 
of destruction, and rejoined their companions at 
the second breach ; but a greater number perish* 
«d on the spot, were drowned in their attempt to 
save themselves, or were taken alive and reser^ 
ved for sacrifice. 

Hie conflict on the second breach was equally 
terrific The Mexicans, in their previous att^npt 
to accomplish the destruction of their enemy^ 
threw themselves in tumultuous masses against 
them, crowding to the spot in such confusion^ 
that an immense number fell victims to their own 
disorder. Cortes perceived the total impossibi- 
lity of preserving any military discipline in the 
^adfal confusion which prevailed; friends and 
foes, soldiers and officers, horse and infantry, men 
and women» were crowded together, and the 
darkness and stormy rain increasing the disas- 
ters of the fight, all soon became one vast 
ac^ae of carnage and horror. Cortes, and a con*- 
siderable body of his veterans, imited in a strong 
phalanx, and force4' their way across the remain- 
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ingbreach«8, the dead bodies serving to fill up tlie 
ditches. When he bad reached the firm land, and 
found himself in comparative safety, he left hta 
slender troop with Sandoval and Olid, who had 
happily effected their escape, ordering them to 
keep in compact order, to resist any fresh attack. 
He then, with the vigilance of an able commander, 
and the magnanimity of a great man, passed and 
repassed the last breaches, sometimes swimming; 
sometimes climbing over the promiscuous and san- 
guinary heaps with which they were choked.* 
These unwearied efforts he performed at the im- 
minent danger of his life ; but the deplorable con- 
dition of his unfortunate followers seemed to ang- 
ment the powers of his soul as well as the strength 
of his frame, in order to provide for their assist- 
ance. He encouraged some to persevere in their 
exertions — animated others to fight courageously 
— ^here aided them to reach firm ground, there 
to escape from the power of the enemy. How 
he was preserved from so fearful an accumulation 
of perils is not easily to be explained, unless by 
a strange concurrence of fortunate chances, and 
the extraordinary exertion of personal prowess. 

Butthoagh he wearied himself in efforts to pre^ 
serve his army, he perceived with agony the dread- 
ful havoc which it had sustained. Some of his 
soldiers were overwhelmed by the number of the 
enemies, others were drowned or struggling in the 
lake, whilst he heard the piteoas exclamations of 
the wounded, and the piercing cries of those who 
were carried away in triumph to be shortly sacri- 
ficed. In this mournful situation, he was joined 

• CUvigero, 
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by Attsall troof), wbkh be found to belong to tho 
ren^goud^ The party oonutted of Alnorailot 
bleeding pfofneely, and scarcely able to •tand^ and 
about cigibt Spaniards and as many Tlascalana» 
all of th«Bi severely wounded, covered wHh bloody 
and e^ihaosted by tbe desperate exertions which 
they had made to save their lives.* Alvarado in* 
formed Cortes that tbey were the only remains of 
the numerous detachment diat competed the rear 
of the army— all the rest to a man, both Spaniardt 
asd allies, including tbe brave Vdasques de Leon^ 
and other officers, being either slain or made pri- 
soners by the Mexicans.^ Alvarado fnrtber stated^ 
that when he came to the third breach, not being 
able to face the thronging enemy, nor swim across 
without a certainty of being killed, by an efibrt of 
resolute despair be fixed his lance in the bottom 
of the ditdi, and by its aid vaulted to the* other 
side. This extraordinary leap, considered a mi- 
racle of agility, conferred on that place tbe name 
of Salto daAhmradOy or Alvarado s Leap, which 
it |yFeserves to this day.j: All the nnf<Htunates 
who bad been unable to escape in that night of 
sorrow, (noohe iriite) a title by which it is still 
known in New Spain, assembled in the way to 
Taeuba* 

At the dawn of day, the Spaniards foimd them- 
selves in Popotla, near Taeuba, strewn about at 
random, wounded, exhausted, broken down in 
spirit, dismayed at the recollection of the past, 
and in the dark anticipation of new disasters. A - 
scene of uncommon distress offered itself to the 

• B. Diaz, t I^i^ 
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afflicted eyes of their commander. He 'beh^^ 
the wretched remnants of his gallant Brmy dread- 
iiilly rednoed in numbery sinking under their ca- 
lamities, and almost unfit for present senioew 
More than one half of the Spaniards peridied ua 
this fatal retreat^ tc^ther with four thousand o€ 
their allies. All the ammunition and artiUery, as 
well as the baggage, was lost. Very few of the 
horses were saved, and a still smaller portion 
of the treasure. Indeed, the pernicious gold pro<- 
yed fatal to many of the soldiers, especiidly those 
of Narntez, who having encumbered themselves 
with bars ojf it, sunk under its weight, the victims 
of their imprudent avarice.* Almost all the Mexi* 
can prisoners perished, and amongst them the 
Prince Cacamatzin, a brother, a son, and two 
daughters of Montezuma. Many Spanish officers 
of note were also missing. Of these, the mom 
conspicuous were Francisco Morla, Francisco 6au* 
cedo, and Amador de Lariz, who perished brave- 
ly, overpowered by the enemy. 'But the loss which 
was perhaps the most deeply' to be def^oredi 
was that of the gallant Juan Velazquez de Leon^ 
who, on account of his surprising. merit, as well as 
great services, was considered the second chief in 
the expeditioD.f He commanded the extreme 
detachment of the rear, which being overpowered 
by the enemy, not a single man was suffered to 
escape alive. 

So vast a calamity deeply wounded the heart 
of Cortes, and, despite his magnanimity of soul^ 
he could not restrain the tokens of his afflictioB. 

^ B. Diaz ; Clavigero. . 
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Iti a. gloomy mood, be sat down upon a ttone in 
X^apotUiy and there, as he cast a moarnfol look oa 
tfaa diattered remnants of his army, and r^ected 
«n the brare companions and the friends he had 
lost, the tears of sorrow flowed unrestrained down 
Us coontenance. The death of Velazquez de 
Xeon affected him deeply ; for in that biare young 
•maD) be lost not only one of his most able officers^ 
hmt a dear and devoted friend. But to past dis* 
aatersy he was to add the gloomy anticipation of 
lutiire calamities ; he beheld many <^ his soldiers 
-wounded, others enfeebled with fatigue, and all 
.dejected with their recent catastrophe. Cortea, 
bowever, felt the necessity of fresh exertion ; and 
whilst bis heart was breaking with anguish, began 
4o form the ranks ; and bis soldiers, to use the 
words of Robertson, observed with satisfaction, 
** that while attentive to the duties of a general, 
lie was not insensible to the feelings of a mui." 
Amidst so many disasters, however, he felt a com- 
fort in seeing tbat^his gallant captains, Alvarado^ 
Sandoval, Olid, Ordaz, Davila, and Lugo, were 
alive, and that the faithful Dona Marina, and the 
Interpreter Aguilar, as well as the venerable iisther 
Olmedo^ had also escaped destruction.* 

Hernan Cortes, though powerfully agitated by 
anch an accumulation of misfortunes^ with a great- 
ness of soul which nature bestows upon few, 
now smothered his rising sorrow, and applied all 
the eno'gies of his mind to devise means for the 
^fotection of his followers. All the country around 
was in arms against them. To take shelter from 
an immediate attack, he accordingly directed his 

* Cortes, Relat. ; B. Diaz ; Gonuura, Chion. 
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mareh to Olimealpolco, m temple wliich flood up- 
on ft riaing gronndy niiie miles tp^eetwaid IrMi 
Mexico, end which wes afterwerde conterted iMo 
the celebrated sanctnaiyy or Chapel of oar Lady 
of RemMoiy or of eneconr. Detached parties of 
the enemy attacked the Spaniards in this sheHet 
dmiag the day^ bat they were miiforttdy repelled 
by the Tigilanee of the chief, as well as desperate 
eom^ge of his solcUers* Cortes natnrally eoneei- 
yed that he could not expect to heep for any oeOf^ 
slderahle time his position^ as the whole snrmmd* 
ing coantry would soon flock to an assault, which 
he coold scarcely hope sttccessfully to withstand 
deprived as he was of artillery. Tlascala was the 
only place which seemed to offer a safe retreat in 
this emergency ; bat that city lay at a great dis» 
tance, and in a contrary direction. Besides, he 
well anticipated that the Mexican army woold al- 
ready be assembled in the road to cot off this last 
vssonfce. Whilst he was deliberatmg with iris 
officers, a Tlascalan offered to condoct the army 
through by*palhs and sectet defiles to his own 
coantry. 

The Spaniards ondertook liiis toilsome maidi 
throogh a dreary and barren coantry, in some 
parts manhy, in others nigged and moontainoas ; 
in all thinly inhabited, and scarcely caltivated. 
Hie hardships which the l^paniards endured in 
their progress were as severe as they were pio- 
longed. Daring six days that they marched 
withoat intermission, they were constantly haiass* 
ed and annoyed by flying bodies of tbe Mexicans. 
An incessant and painAil watcfa^ an andaoatsd 
resolation, could alone guard them from their nu- 
merous attacks. Nor were these the onlycBlami* 
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4ies which they had to encoimter ; others of a atill 
more painful nature assailed them on every sidot 
imd became daily more insupportable. To the 
danger of wiintemipted conflicts^ and to the toils 
of an incessant march, they had to add the evib 
ci a barren coontry, from which they could gather 
no provisiony being obliged to silence their cra- 
ving appetite with the roots of the earth, berries, 
and other wild fruits. When they arrived at Za- 
camolco, they were reduced to such utter famine 
aad distress, that they eagerly deyonred a .horse 
which had been killed that very day by the enemy. 
The Tlascalans threw themselves on the ground, 
imploring piteously the assistance of the gods, 
while they fed upon the herbs of that earta on 
which they lay prostrated.* 

But in the midst of such numerous and ap« 
palling distress, there was one consideration to 
support the sinking spirits of the Spaniards. Whilst 
subjected to incessant dangers from the enemy, 
and whilst labouring under the combined calami- 
ties of thirst, hunger, and fatigue, they observed 
the looks of their magnanimous loBider undaunted, 
and his fortitude unshaken at those dire reverses 
of fortune. His mind appeared equal to every 
difficulty — ^his frame adequate to any exertion* 
He seemed to find jnew resources in his own breast 
. against the repeated blows that conspired to over- 
power him ; and, far from bending beneath the 
oppressive weight, resolutely struggled against the 
unnatural pressure. The soldiers saw this, and 
• the noble conduct of their general produced a cor- 
responding influence upon their own. On the 

. * Clavigero. 
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iixtii daf ^ tbe mwrch^ C«rtM ormBd mttrOtoai* 
pan, and he obMrvad Mnwnl flymg kidiev af 
IndiMis, who, midst othir terms of eamtnmtikf 
sad indigaatu»y constandy eiisd oiiU«*<< Advaaeay 
sdfWMse, robbers, to receive the revsrd of jam 
crimes T' An extensire vaUey was soon expand- 
ed to tile vieWy and far as the efe eoald vmeb, 
a tlnck mass of anaed warriors appeared. This 
prodigieos annj was composed of the aoldicia of 
Mexico, TeacuGo, and TkespaD^ and headed hy 
the nobility of the country. Whilst a deladimeiBt 
ef Indians had harassed the Spaniards in the rear^ 
all the rest of this imnunetable nniltitade had pro* 
eeeded directly to the j^ns of Otooipaa, whsah 
they anticipated the enemy most pass in their 
progress to Tlascala. 

At this formidable pffospeety the Spaniards were 
BO less astonished than akrssed. Eroitheslouteat 
hearts began to droops and every one sormiaed 
that the momeat of their doom was apprea^ 
ing.* Cartes saw the m^ncy of bold, prompt, 
and de^eiate exertion ; and wxdioat idiowiag ike 
minds of bis men to ^MiilaCe on the extent of 
the thfeatMied danger,, be formed the wietched 
remains of his army, flanking the wings with the 
Isw borseoMn he conM still oommand. Then, 
with a look of animation^ and a rciee fall of 
enthusiasm, he cried alond-***^ The moment is 
anrived when, we must either conquer or perish I 
CastiUaas, arouse yoiw spirit, plaea yoor confi<- 
denee on high, and advance boldly to the charge 1" 
The cooflid was ten^le^-^be Indians fought like 
frantie men, stimulated at once by ntptn^^tkaa 

* €oKtis,Rcbt 
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4il hnisre knoMift namre cm th* borders of detptiA 
Tbe mnail but oompael btttalioo of Cortes Iwoke 
•4Tiiml timet throa|^ tbe vnvirieldy and mastf 
■Niltitwlet thftt oovered tbe plain* But tbia waa 
of Jitde avail* for whilst one aide waa routed and 
diapertedy another fomidable body charged the 
Spaniasda from a different qnarter. Tbe exertiona 
9f deap«r«te courage* and tbe patience of fortitude^ 
were inadequateodda against the renovated chargea 
of eaemiea, all equally ferocious* and equally fresh 
for the aneounter« After four bonra' fierce en» 
gagenent, Cortes beheld with dismay his army 
decreasing! and the rest of his followers almost 
nnaUe to continue the contest through exhaustion 
and loss of blood. It was now he recollected to 
bave heard that the Mexicans were thrown in- 
to coofuaioii when tbey perceived their general 
slain, and the standard borne away by tbe enemy* 
He formed the daring attempt of tryii^ the pe- 
rilous expedient as a last resource. He percei- 
ved Cibnacatsin* tbe general of the Indian army, 
arrayed in a rich habit, bearing a gilded shield, 
and carried on a litter by some of his soldiert* 
The standard was tied to his back, and was seen 
some feet above his head. A select body of war- 
riors were appointed to guard this sacred emblem, 
m well as the illustrious bearer. 

Cortes resolved to strike the desperate blow, 
and desired bis brave companionsy Alvarado, San- 
doval, Olid* and Davila* to follow closer and pro- 
tact bia» from uttack i whilst he himself^ with a 
few resolute ioen» r ushsd forward, and plnng^ 
with heedless impetuosity amidst the thick mass 
of his enemies. He seemed to have collected all 
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the energies of his mind, all the powers of his 
for that decisive attempt. He overthrew the en- 
raged foes that opposed his headlong career ; mad 
being efficiently seconded by his companions, be 
at length reached the centre of the army wbeve 
the standard was seen. In a moment he came iq> 
to the general, and with one stroke of his lanoe 
stretched him on the ground. One of the Inwre 
and self-devoted Spaniards who accompanied 
Cortes in this daring exploit, quickly alighted from 
his horse, wrenched the standard from the posses- 
sion of Cihuacatzin, and put an end to his life* 
The enemy, discouraged by this reverse, were mnm 
thrown into confusion, whilst the almost despairing 
Spaniards, feeling their hopes suddenly revived, 
rushed to the conflict with fresh vigour, routed Mid 
pursued the foe, and achieved one of the most 
splendid victories recounted in the conquest of the 
New Worid.* 

In this battle, both Spaniards and their Tlas- 
calan allies distinguished themselves in an ex- 
traordinary manner — none more so than Henisn 
Cortes. To his exertions was success especially to 
be ascribed ; and, according to his officers, they 
had never seen such a vigorous display of courage, 
magnanimity, or activity, as that afforded by their 
general on that memorable day. Sandoval, also, 
according to the testimony of Bemal Diaz, him- 
•self a very brave man, merited particular pnuse 
for his gallant conduct ; and some historians be- 
stow warm encomiums on a woman called Maria 
de Estrada, who, armed with a knee and shield, 
was seen in the midst of the enemy exhibiting a 

* Cortes, Relftt. ; B. Diaz ; Gomant, Cron. 
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. idigre e of intrepidity rare in the stronger sex, and 
extnwrdinary in her own. The loss of the enemy 
ims very great. Some authors computed it to 
be no less than twenty thousand men ; a number 
iirfaich Solis supposes may be correct^ considering 
that the enemy amounted to two hundred thou- 
eaad men. Probably there is much exaggeration 
in both statements ; but there can be no doubt that 
the army must have been immense, if we pay at- 
tention to foregoing events and their sanguinary 
satiim. Nor was &e yficUiary purofaased ala mo- 
derate expense, the greater part of the Tlascalans 
-htfing fitvAmd, as well at a considerable num- 
ber of Spaniards* Evory one of the surrivoTB oaise 
-off wounded^ Cortes himself having tfarofogh bis 
dating received a severe blow on the head, which 
growing wone, afterwards brought his life inte 
the meet hnainent danger.* 

The Spaniards^ however^ by this great-vict<^ry, 
tNre saved from deepair, and punned their mai>ch 
^didmt motestalion into the Tlascalan territories 
%ltieh they entered en die following day, the eighth 
of J«ly ; the 6rst of the same month being render- 
ed meiiiorable by thehr fatid retreat from Mexico. 
Ilieir ninabOT was now reduced to four hundred 
intd forty men---all the rest having perished in tbeif 
d^{)antire from the capital, and the seven toiU 
#ome days that followed that disastrous event* 
The 8panianls entered the Tlascalan dominions^ 
Ht oaee victorious and in the most deplorable 
<!Ondition — wounded, exhausted, depressed, their 
general in danger, and their hopes destroyed. To 
alMdon tfadr enterprise and return to Cuba^ seeai* 
ed the only altemative left in their laisftMrtiineB* 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



£venU previous to the Siege of Mexico* 

I 
The Spaniards were received by their Tlaaea^ 
Ian allies with a degree of sympathy for their ca- 
lamities highly creditable to them. Their fidelity^ 
hx from being shaken by the late disasters of these 
beings whom they had once considered in¥incibl% 
seemed to have increased in proportion to th^ 
distress. But these friendly cares, though they 
contributed to lighten part of the load that opr 
pressed the mind of Cortes, conld not remove tl# 
darkness of the horizon by which his prospects 
was bounded. The discontent . of many of^hi^< 
followers became daUy more apparent ; nor could 
he blame those murmurs which were produced by • 
such dire misfortunes, and a total abando!n9i<wt 
of hope. The soldiers of Narvaez were eager lo- 
renounce so severe and perilous a service^ and te^ 
turn to their peaceful habitation in Cuba. Andses 
de Duero, in particular, dismayed at the scenes- 
which he had lately witnessed, was anxious ta > 
avoid their repetition, which J>e could not but. 
consider as unavoidable should Cortes be temp^ ^ 
ed to persevere in his despei'ate undertaking** A 

• B, Diss. ^ 
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powerfdl party was soon formed, who, judging that 
nothing now remained but to relinquish an enter- 
prise in which they had embarked without a suf- 
ficient force, presented a solemn remonstrance to 
their leader, demanding permission to quit the in- 
vaded country* 

Heman Cortes listened^to their representations 
with sentiments of deep sorrow, which he endea- 
Toured to disguise under a show of composure. 
He well perceiTed that the complaints of his follow- 
ers were founded in justice, nor could he blame 
them ; yet though his army had been so dreadfully 
reduced, and though the remainder was in a most 
deplorable state, the magnanimous heart of the 
oommander was unbroken and unsubdued. With 
a fortitude, of which we find few parallels in his- 
tory, he still clung to his original idea of subject- 
ing the vast empire of Mexico to the Spanish 
power. His recent disasters, severe as they had 
been, could not chill the ardour of his spirit, or 
darken the glittering hopes which he had formed* 
He was, therefore, firmly resolved on prosecuting 
his original design, and all the powers of his mind 
were now called into action to devise the means. 
His first care was to calm the discontent discern- 
ible in his followers, and for this purpose, before 
diflaffeetion had ripened into tumult, he resolved 
to bring his little army into the field. 

The people of Tepejacac had sworn alliance 
to Cortes, but no sooner did they perceive that 
he was subject to reverses of fate like any other 
mortal being, than they treacherously rose in arms 
against their late friends, and cut off a considera- 
ble body that were marching from Chempoalla to. 
Mexico* Cortes resolved to chastise this conduct. 
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and II wd «f«r7 effort to pcnmde Im iBCti M wciM^ 
■o jvat an undertaking. The folkywen of Nbiv 
▼aes agreed at length, though reloctantly, to taU 
a part in thiB expedition^ as the Spaniards who 
had been slai^htered by the Tepejacacans belong 
ed to their own party. Cortes coold stiil depeikl 
with implicit confidence on the fidelity of ihe 
Tlascalansy who seemed every day more attached 
to the Spaniards, and of whom the four piincipdl 
ehiefs of the republic, besides a considerable nioa* 
her of inferior men, had lately solemnly embtacM 
the Christian faith. He selected, therefore^ a dv- 
Tision of four thousand men, and took in poBMi 
the command of the expedition. 

The Tepejacacans were soon brought to subjee* 
tion, and Cortes proceeded to their principal town. 
This district being fertile^ and on tlie road to ¥i]«> 
la-Rica, he established in it a settlement wfaieh ii^ 
called Segura de la Fnmiera. He next oceupiod 
himself in several excursions, which tended iii 
some degree to advance his designs, and,'Wfaflet 
was of stiil greater moment in his present sitii»- 
lion, materially contributed to divert the aittenttoli 
of the disafi^ted from their wishes of returning 
to Cuba. He pursued this line of conduct far 
several months, and in every engagement Ins in- 
trepidity was attended with success. These pai^ 
tial conquests and minor advantages, however, 
were insufficient to hold oot any certainty with 
regard to the reduction of Mexico. Cortes kad 
long revolved in his mind the difficultly trhidb 
presented themselves towards a successful allege 
of that capital. The peculiarity of its situaimi 
threatened to baffle the endeavours of the most 
^igorew «nmny, even if possessed of a fonfe com- 
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iMtem to Ab entorpriie. Cortes foresaw'he eouid 
^csrcely indulge his expectations of success, as 
KNig as be could not cominand an entire possession 
of the lake. To obtain, therefore, so desirable 
a& oljeet, be had given orders for the construetio« 
of twelve brigantines, by the aid of which he con- 
eehred all his intuitions would, be fully answered.* 
He commanded a sufficient quantity of timber to 
be cut in the forests of Tlascala, and intrusted 
the direction for the building of those ships to 
Martin Lopez, who was then considered an ezcet 
lent shipwright. In this instance, Cortes exhi- 
bited the fertility of his genius, no less than the 
strength of his perseverance, in a most striking 
manner. Fortune likewise seemed to smile on 
bis efforts, for he had considerably augmented his 
army by two small detachments of Spaniards who 
bad unexpectedly landed on the coast. The first 
;ef these arrived in a vessel at Villa Rica, sent 
-from Cuba by Diego Velasquez, and commanded 
by his lieutenant, Pedro Barba. This chief was 
attended by thirteen soldiers and two horses, and 
brought letters to Narvaez, with strict injunctions 
.to send Cortes, if alive, to Cuba, that he might 
be conveyed in fetters to Spain ; such being the 
command of the Bishop of Burgos.f Barba and 
kis followers, totally unacquainted with the result 
of the expedition of Narvaez, were artfully decoyed 
- on shore by the governor of Villa Rica, immediately 
secured, and seat prisoners to Cortes. This ge- 
neral received them as countrymen imd friends, 
.and trying again his power of persuasion, he was 
not long in inducing the new-comers to join his 

• Cortes, Relst. ^f JS. Diaz. 



•tind«rd. B«rtm fartlier informed CortM, fimt 
another vessel, laden with stores and provisioiit^ 
would shortly appear on the coast. It was dfrw 
cnniTented in the same manner as the fonner^ and 
anppUed an addition to the strength of Cortee^* ■ 
- Bat the most considerable reinforcement wmi 
aflwded by Garay, governor of Jamaica, Hm 
e^cpedition of his lieut(»Qant, Pbeda, to establish a 
aettlement on Pannco, had terminated in the de* 
•trttction of that captain and all his men. An* 
other ship was sent nnder Camargo^ in order to 
-second the operations of Pineda ; but this second 
body of Spaniards, learning the disastrous end oi 
their companions, and being at the same time af» 
flicted with dreadful distempers peculiar to %h% 
country, had been induced to take refuge among 
their countrymen at Vera Crua. They then pro* 
oeeded to Erontera, where Cortes was at the 
time, and readily entered his service. Hieir ex<> 
ample was also followed by other bodies sent over 
by Garay, in the firm persuasion that his intended 
colony at Panuco had been established, and conti^ 
nued in a flourishing state.f From these addi«- 
tions, the force of Cortes had received an augmen- 
tation of a hundred and eighty men and twenty 
horses; a reinforcement too considerable, under 
existing circumstances, to be lightly passed over. 
To these fortunate events were added the uniform 
success which attended the partial excursion of 
Olid and Sandoval ; all which contributed at once 
to extend the reputation of Cortes for courage and 
benevolence, that commander using every gende 

• B. Diaz ? SoUs. 

f Cortes, Relat. ; B« Dlas. 
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OMBM ia order to oonoiliate the good will of the 
imAvWf rather than intimidate them into subjec- 
tion. From these several causes, the situation of 
the Spaniards had been so materially improTed, 
that their general began again to cherish the most 
sanguine expectations with respect to the fortu- 
nate issue of his enterprise. 
- But in the midst of these fayourable circum- 
stances there was a constant source of disquiet 
in the mind of Cortes, from the ill-disgrnsed dis- 
content of a portion of his men. The smiling 
aspect which affairs had recently taken, was not 
sufficient to make many of the followers of Nar- 
▼aea forget the severe trials to which they had been 
previously exposed. And they either looked on 
the enterprise as chimerical and absurd, or did not 
eonsider tlie reward which would attend tiieachieve- 
ment as commensurate to the dangers and hard- 
ships by which it was to be obtained. The flame of 
discontent had been cherished in their bosoms, and 
though the persuasion of their general, added to the 
stimulus of immediate peril, had obliged them on 
several occasions to disguise their feelings, and act 
with a resolution in accordance with the urgency 
of the moment, yet they invariably returned to the 
•ttlject of complaint as soon as an opportunity 
c^red itself. Such a state of feeling could not 
be contemplated by Cortes without uneasiness, 
and he resolved at length to satisfy the desires of 
the malecontents. He was aware that a lesser evil 
would result to his slender army from a reduction 
of its force, than would accrue to the expedition 
in general, by suffering the disaffected to infuse 
their pernicious influence among the rest of the 
soldiers. Besides, the reinforcement which his 
troops had gained from the men of Bari>a and 
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Gfuxvf* ^^Bide Cortes the oidre willing taptH witli^ 
those of Nanraez, who had evinced a decided dis^- 
inclination to continue in his service. 

He accordingly issued a proclamation, signify-^ 
ing, that all those who were anxious to return to^ 
their dwellings in Cuha, were at liberty as soon as 
they might think convenient, and that every things 
should be afforded towards their safe and conve- 
nient departure. The greatest number of the dis<f 
contented availed themselves of this permission* 
whilst others, though perhaps secretly inclined ta 
pursue the same course, were yet pi:evented either^ 
by shame, or admiration of the conduct of their< 
general. Amongst the number of those Spaniards 
wbo shrunk from the heroic .intrepidity of their 
more generous companions, and relinquished their 
claims to the glory of so grand an undertaking, tlia 
most conspicuous was, Andres de Duero, who, as 
the special friend of Cortes, merits particular re-* 
probation. The Spanish general selected one o£ 
the best vessels of the armament which had belong* 
ed to Narvaez, for the purpose of conveying Duero 
and his companions to Cuba. At the same time: 
he sent Diego de Ordaz and Alonzo de Mendoza 
to Spain, with secret instructions to serve as a 
check against the malignity of the Bishop of Burgos^^ 
and present the conduct of Cortes in the most fa<^ 
vourable as well as the most dazzling light. He 
likewise dispatched Alonzo Davila, one of his 
principal officers, to Hispaniola, to give a faithful 
account of his proceedings and hardships to the 
royal audience, and use his best efforts with that 
court, and the brothers of the Order of Jeoromites, 
to espouse the interests of the expedition against 
the intrigues and misrepresentations of Velazquez 
and the Bishop of Burgos. At the same time, an- 
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dtlillr officer was sent to Jamaica, with a commis- 
don to enlist adventurers, and purchase horses and 
military stores. ^ 

^ These seyeral missions heing dispatched to their 
destinations, Cortes applied himself with greater, 
alacrity to conclude all the arrangements prepara- 
tory to the siege of Mexico. He sent instructions 
to his confederate Indians to hold themselves in 
readiness. He next made a review of his forces, 
which, after deducting those who had returned 
to Cuba, owing to the several reinforcements re« 
ceived fK>m the various quarters above specified, 
still amounted to five hundred and fifty infimtry, 
among which were fourscore musketeers and cross-* 
bowmen, forty horsemen, and nine pieces of artiU 
lery.* To this strength was added an army of 
ten thousand Tlascalans, and other faithful allies. 
l!1ie timber for building the vessels being now 
r^ady, and the necessary cordage, cables, sails, and 
other rigging, brought over from Villa Rica, Cortes 
BOW nothing now to retard the commencement of 
his expedition against the Mexican capital. In a 
consultation held previous to his departure, it waa 
resolved to select Tezcuco for their head-quarters, 
«i that city was the best*adapted from its situation 
fbr making excursions and harassing the enemy. 

' Every preparation being concluded, Cortes be* 
gan his march towards Mexico on the 28th of De« 
cember 1520, six months after his fatal and me-^ 
iDorable retreat from that capital.f But the Spa* 
nlards had already forgotten the disasters of that 
Tlight of woe f in the flattering anticipations of mora 
fortunate events. 

* Cortes, Rdat f Ibid. ; B. Dias. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



The Spaniards leave Thucalay and HoitUittes 

jRecommence* 

Mexico was at this time in a suitable state ef 
defence. Cnitlahuitzin, who succeeded MoBtesuma 
en the throne, had rendered his short bat gkrioqa 
reign memorable, not only by his yigorous attack 
and rout of the Spaniards on the night of their ve^ 
treat, but also by the efficient measures which he 
had taken to follow up successfully that first sKJ^ 
Tantage. He had used unwearied exertions to ta^ 
atil sentiments of hatred and horror towards th^ 
invaders of their country, among the various pro« 
▼inces of the empire* At the same time, he ne» 
glected no endeavour to repair the devastatinB 
caused by the Spaniards in the capital, dnriiig 
their stay, and in bringing to the place every mettn 
of defence. He made fortifications, filled the m»* 
gaziues with weapons, and ordered long spears to 
be made, which being headed with the swovdf 
taken from the Spaniards, he considered a moat 
efficient species of arms against the cavalry, fint 
in the midst of these honourable exertions Coith^ 
huitzin fell a victim to the small-pox, a distemper 
hitherto unknown in America, hut which Hagad 
at the time, having been introduced by a slave who 
had come in the train of Narraez. < ~ 



Tiiflf lots of CoiilalniitsiB wasy howeriT, . render- 
ed less fatal by the merit of his snceessory Qnsnli* 
temotzin, or Gaatimozin, as he is usually called* 
This prince, a nephew of Monteznmay though a 
rery young man, possessed such daring courage 
and abilities for commandi that at this critical jmo* 
tnre he was considered by his countrymen worthy 
of being their chief, and was accordingly called 
with one accord to the throne.* Cortes advanced 
towards Tezcnco without opposition, and entered 
that city the last day of the year. The place, 
liowerer^ wore a melancholy and suspicious aspect 
at the arrival of the Spaniards. The streets were 
-completely deserted, and neither women nor chiU 
^ren were to be seen*- a clear indication of hosti- 
Ulby. The inhabitants had busied themselves in 
dairying away their goods to the forests, or the bor« 
Amn, of the lake^ where they could be protected by 
eheir canoes, while the Lord of Tezcnco and many 
.persons of distinction had taken refuge in MezicObf 

This flight served the interests of Cortes, for he 
eoon- learnt that Tezcnco was divided and affected 
hy the spirit of faction, which, circumstance he 
ekilfnlly turned to his own advantage. The fi^« 
tm prince was represented as an usurper, who 
had murdered his elder brcrther, and owed his ele- 
vation to the influence of the present Mexican mo« 
nardi. At the same time» a youth was pointed out 
4is the rightful heir, and Cortes caused him to be 
inimediately invested with the government. He 
tether succeeded in his endeavours in persuading 
hior to embrace C!hristianity — ^the prince was bap-^ 
tiaed) aad received the name of the Spanish com« 

. "CortefiBelat.; B»0iss. • fB^Dias; CUnlgpfOf 
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mmi&tf wli# Blood gfodhtber la th^ cetemohf.** 
To ttringthen the bo&da of amity that by i\^ 
lAoaiu united him to the Spaniards, Gortee ap^- 
pointed Escobar and two other Spaniards to at« 
tend constantly on the prince. A treaty of alli«^ 
aace was entered into by the new Lord of Tes-- 
oaco, who engaged to afford every assistance in 
hia power to the Spaniards in their attack on. 
Mexico—^ promise which he kept with religious 
lidelity.f 

Cortes having arranged affairs in Tezcuco, de« ' 
termiaed to attack the city of Iztapalapan to take 
rerenge on the aggressions of its former lord 
Guitlahuitran. He accordingly marched against 
thai city at the head of two hundred and thirty- 
fire Spaniards, and the whole of the Tlascahui' 
forces. But the inhabitants, though they had re-> 
cently obtained a reinforcement of eight thousand^ 
warrion, retreated to the canoes, or to the houses 
that stood isolated on the water, at the hpproach- 
of the enemy. The Spaniards took possession of 
the town without the least impediment ; and as the 
night was closing, they resolved to take up their 
quarters in the place. A rush of water from the 
kke suddenly created alarm. The inhabitants had' 
planned a stratagem, which would have inevita- 
bly ended in the destruction of the Spaniards, had 
not these been timely warned of their danger by 
some Teacucan allies. The citizens, in order to- 
destroy the enemy, had broke the mole of the lake, 
and caused a terrible inundation in the city. Th<s 
alarm was sounded, a retreat commenced, and^ 
Cortes escaped this peril with the utmost difficuli^ 

* B«.I>ia2 ; Solii. t Cor«M, tteUt ; Oomsra, OrOn, 
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tf ; but thbogli he only lost two men» one faotae, 
and a few Tlascalans, this instance of the ingenuity 
of the enemy occasioned much inquietade. 

But this partial evil was soon forgotten by the 
influence of more fortunate events. Ambassadora 
arriyed from the cities of Mizquic, Otompan and 
others, to request the protection of the Spaniards 
for their inhabitants. Cortes behaved with unir 
form kindness to the Indian messengersy and gladly 
accepted any overture of peace and alliance, as he 
Was sensible how conducive such conduct was 
to the furthemnce of his designs. The Spanish 
commander next resolved to gain possession of 
Chalco and Tlalmamalco, two towns which were ' 
of great importance to the Spaniards, as they lay 
in the direct road of Tlascala, and their head?* 
quarters at Tezcuco. He accordingly sent a strong 
detachment of more than two hundred men, under 
the command of Sandoval and Lugo» for the pur* 
pose of driving the Mexicans from these districta^ 
By this means, Cortes would be enabled to keep 
an open communication with Tlascala, a point of 
material interest to him ; for experience had taught 
him that the natives of that republic, who had been 
in the commencement so hostile to him, were ever 
afterwards hissincerest friends, as well as the most 
brave among his allies. This measure would like- 
wise open a clear intercourse with Villa Rica. 
Sandoval proceeded to the discharge of his com- 
mission, which he executed with perfect success, 
the inhabitants of Chalco being strongly inclined 
to join. Cortes, but yet not daring to attempt to 
shake off the Mexican yoke.* 

. * B. ;Diaz ; CIavig«m. 
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The mttiriaiB for the coMtntctioa of the lKrig«» 
endues being now ready, Cortes resolved to bring 
them, without loss of time, from Tlaseala. The 
SQcoess of the siege so materially depended on the 
▼essels, that he was anxious to pronde for their 
saiety, and accordingly intrusted this importantly 
commission to Sandoval, w^th a considerable force^ 
to serve as an escort, in conjunction with the war* 
riors of Tlascala. He further instructed that officev 
to proceed at the same time to Zoltepec, and chas«« 
tise its inhabitants for the massacre of the forty 
Spaniards, and three hundred Tlascalans, who were 
surprised in thw way from Vera Cruz to Mexico, 
St the time that Cortes was hastening thither to 
the aid of Alvarado. Upon the approach of Saa^* 
doval, the Zoltepecons betook themselves to flight, 
and though they were pursued, only three we^ 
killed by the Spaniards, their leader having taken 
eompassion on those he had made prisoners.* Oa 
his entering the town, however, objects struck his 
sight well calculated to move at once his compasr 
slon, and excite a desire of revenge. The Spa^ 
niards found the walls of the temple and the idols 
besmeared with the blood of their unfortunate 
countrymen. The skins of two human faces, with 
their beards, were hung as trophies upon the altars, 
as were likewise those of four horses. On a wall 
of one of the houses, an inscription was written to 
the following effect: — '< In this place, Juan Zuste 
and his wretched companions were confined." f 
These mournful remains aroused the indignation 
of the Spaniards ; but fortunately they found no 
objects on whom to expend their rage, the place 

•]^, Disi». f Ibid.; Solia. 
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belngf deserted by the men, while women and 
(^ildren, with piteous cries, implored the com* 
passion of their irritated foes ; and Sandoyal, mo* 
r^d by the expression of their sorrow and repent* 
ance, promised them that he would pardon the 
men, if, by their future obedience and conduct) 
they endeavoured to efface what was past.* 

From Zoltepec, Sandoval proceeded to TIascala, 
where he found the materials for the brigan* 
tines ready for transport. A great army of Tlas* 
calans under Chichimecatl were prepared for de* 
partune. No less than eight thousand tamenii 
were employed in carrying the timber already 
shaped, together with the cordage^ sails, and 
other rigging. Sandoval disposed his march with 
a prudence and skill that could scarcely be ex<^ 
pected from a young officer of three- and-twenty* 
He sent a strong detachment of Spaniards as an 
advance-guard, flanking the sides of so numerous 
a procession with small parties. Dming his march, 
several flying bodies of Indians appeared in the 
distance, but dared not approach to offer battle^ 
and Sandoval had the satisfaction of discharging 
his commission without the slightest loss or mis- 
chance. Nothing could exceed the joy and mill* 
tary ceremonial upon their entry into Tezcuco. 
Cortes, attended by all his officers^ attired in their 
b^st apparel, came in advance to meet the con- 
voy. His satisfaction was expressed in a most live- 
ly manner. He embraced Chichimecatl and two 
other chiefs, and thanked them for their valuable 
services and fidelity. No less than six hours were 
flipent in entering Tezcuco. It was a day of re* 

• B, Diaz. 
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jotcini^, Slid anticipated ooAquest; Th<f iiffii^ 
marched dressed in their best attire, ded^ed whh 
gay plumes, sounding their horns, and striking jdy- 
M\y their drums, while the shouts of CasHlt and 
JtoKola rose in the aur amidst the strains of the 
mUitary instruments. 

Martin Lopez, a shipwright, having declared 
that twenty days would he occupied before the 
vessels could be launched into the lake, Cort»8 
resolved to keep his men in activity previous to 
the siege of Mexico, by several partial expedi- 
tions against the neighbouring cities which were 
strongly attached to Guatimozin. Having in« 
trusted the command of Tezcuco to Sandoval, 
Cortes conducted this excursion in person^ at- 
tended with an efficient detachment of Spaniards, 
and the whole force of the Tlascalans, under Chi- 
chimecatl.* The Spanish commander attacked 
the cities of Xaltocan and Tacuba ; the first of 
which was plundered and partially burnt down ; 
then returned to Tezcuco, having successftdly 
achieved all his designs ; by which means he had 
carefully weakened the resources of the Mexicans 
before he ventured to lay a regular siege to the 
capital. It seemed as though fortune had again 
taken the Spaniards under her protection, who had 
so severely experienced her frowns. About this 
time, another detachment of Spaniards arrived at 
Tezcuco, proceeding from Vera Cruz, where they 
had landed. The vessel that brought these linen, 
who were commanded by Julian de Alderete^ Was 
loaded with military stores. This circumstance fnay 
thrc^w some light over the obscurity in which .his* 

* B. Diaz I Clofigero. 
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loifiaiM Ikfrre left this point. It is proHable that this 
mnfovQeinent proceeded from Hispaniola, where, 
aa it has beenstatedy Cortes had sent an officer to 
riQcroity aod purchase the necessaries of war. Al- 
deoete brought the joyful tidings that the Bishop 
of Burgos had been deposed irom his authority 
QFer the West Indies ;* intelligence which was 
considered by Cortes as an event equal to the 
most signal victory. This circumstance> added to 
the late successes of the Spanish arms, and the 
T«cent exploits of Sandoval, who had completely 
routed the enemy at Hnaxtepec and Jacapichtla^f 
contributed to increase the enthusiasm of the 
Spaniards, and their eagerness to commence the 
siege of Mexico. 

' But Corte3» with his usual policy, was desirous 
to attempt a negociation before he proceeded to 
the most dreadful extremity of war. He concei- 
.Ted that the Mexican monarch might be induced 
to listen to amicahle propositions, on the strength 
of the reverses which he had lately sustained, and 
. the imposing attitude which the Spaniards were 
daily assuming. He felt, besides, anxious to ren- 
der himself master of the beautiful capital of the 
empire, without subjecting it to the havoc and 
destruction consequent on a protracted and des- 
perate siege. Guatimozin, however, scorned to 
Ksten to any overtures of peace ; and Cortes found 
that he had nothing to hope, but complete success 
, hy the force of arms, or total ruin. Under this 
impression he continued the hostilities preparatory 
to the siege with additional vigour. He proceed- 
l^.to the conquest of Quanhnahuac> a populous 

■ B. Di«z# t Clavigero. 
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and handsome city, bnt strongly defended by tba 
peculiarity of its situation. It was surrounded on 
one side by steep mountains^ and, on the other, 
by a prodigious hollow, watered by a small riyer* 
A great perplexity arose concerning the most 
, convenient quarter to attempt the assault, as the 
bridges had been raised, and no place seemed 
practicable. Meantime the enemy continued to 
annoy the Spaniards with showers of arrows and 
other missiles. At length, having searched in vain 
for the means of passing the ravine, Bemal Diaas, 
and some other soldiers, both Spaniards and Tlas* 
cabins, yentured upon an expedient, as hazardous 
as it was ingenious. Having discoyered two large 
trees, which grew on the opposite sides of the 
ravine, and were, in some measure, interwoven 
with each other, these daring men crossed over 
by this precarious passage, but not without immi- 
nent danger. Indeed three of them fell into the 
ravine, and were severely wounded. The enemy^ 
so unexpectedly attacked, made but a feeble resis- 
tance, and fled into the adjacent woods and rocks.^ 
Cortes next directed has attention towards Xo« 
chimilco, a large town on the lake of Chalco« 
Here the Spaniards met with a prodigious multi- 
tude prepared to oppose their progress. They 
had cut down the bridges, and made themselves 
strong by constructing parapets and palisades ; but 
many of the soldiers got across by swimming, in 
which attempt several were drowned. The com- 
bat was extremely fierce and well disputed, and 
the Spanish general was on the point of losing his 
life* His horse having fiJlen under him among n 

* B. Diaz. 
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lliiniercms 'pkety of the enemy^ be was knocked 
down, and a throng pressing forward, they suc- 
ceeded in securing him, and were carrying him off 
in tritunph. But at this awM moment, Christo- 
val de Olid mshed forward at the head of a body 
of TIascalans, who came in time to rescue him 
from ineritable doom. Cortes and Olid received 
wonnds on the head, but were enabled to escape 
from the foes that pressed around them by the 
efforts of their men, who viewed, not without dis- 
may, the perilous situation of their general, and 
exerted themselves in an extraordinary manner on 
Iris behalf. 

Cortes remained three or four days at Xochl- 
milco to recover from the fatigues of the prece- 
ding actions. Many of his soldiers, including 
himself, Alvarado, and Olid, were wounded, and 
required to be immediately tended, lest their 
wounds, from exposure, should render them unfit 
for future service, as had already h^pened in 
the case of some of his followers. During his 
stay, however, he was constantly 'harassed by 
fresh attacks from the Mexicans, in one of which 
they surprised and took alive four Spaniards, who 
bad imprudently separated from their compa- 
nions in their anxiety to sack one of the houses 
on the lake. The Mexicans came in canoes, sur- 
rounded the place, and carried those unfortunates 
in triumph to the capital. Guatimozin examined 
those Spaniards concerning the strength of their 
companions, after which he ordered their hands 
and feet to be cut off, and in this mutilated con- 
dition he caused them to be paraded about the 
surrounding coimtry. This was soon after fol- 
lowed by a cruel death, which he commanded to 
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be inflicted upon them.* The fate of these mea 
affected their general in an unasual manner. A^ 
the same time that it afforded a striking proof of 
the implacable ferocity of his enemies, it awoke in 
his mind the most gloomy reflections concerning 
the dismal doom to which he himself and all his 
brave companions were continually exposed. De- 
spite of his extraordinary ^rmness, he could not 
suppress an involuntary shudder when he consideiN- 
ed that he had been himself on the point of falling a 
victim to the same cruel destiny. Indeed, nothing 
could exceed in horror the fate of the prisoners 
who fell into the hands of the Mexicans ; and the 
stoatest might well fear the anticipation, however 
remote, of his heart being torn out alive to be of- 
fered to the idols, and the rest of his body to b(s 
cut in pieces, and sold and devoured as the flesh of 
the brute creation. But it was the fate of C<Htes 
never to experience fear until the danger was 
past. His impetuous intrepidity hurried him on ; 
and, not satisfied with the glory of a great chief» he 
even seemed ambitious to dispute the merit of the 
common soldier. When the heat of the fight was 
over, and his lucid mind had time for reflectimi, 
then it was that he trembled at the imminent 
danger to which his temerity had exposed hiin, 
and for the success of that enterprise of which he 
was the soul and chief support. 

• B. Diaz. 
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CHAPTER XXI, 



OMMfnro^ asMxmst Cories, and iast JkrramgemmU 

far the Siege. 

Whu.b Hernan Cortes was debating the whole 
^fomem of his mindy and eTorjr ezeriioa of activity 
and courage to lessen the power of the Mesioansy 
•ad fticilitftio their snlijectioa, aU bis efforts ware 
aik tbe point of bwag orertfarowa froai a source 
that could hardly be anticipated. A coospiiacy, 
JM less horriUe than dangerous, had beea secretly 
ifiarmod against bis life; and the fniit of so aMch 
labour and beroisni, geniss asd perseFeraace* was 
.mboat to be rendered void by tl4 maebiaations of 
taitovB. Tbe foUowecB of Narvaes had never been 
tfaorongfaly imbued with the generons sentimento 
•itf Cortes s original companions* Though brave 
and resoliite, in cases of energraey, they unifonaiy 
manifested their diKoatmit at the protraction of 
dangers, hardships^ and calamiUos, fer which they 
had not come prepaned. They bad left their peace- 
ful dwellings nt Cuba, in the expectation of acfaie- 
Ting conquests with that feciHty which had maiked 
the previous career of the Spanish arms in other 
porttotts of the New World. 

But, whan they penteiiwd thou: u' l mi w hen 
tboydiacownd dmtinsteadcf easy tdnnphs, thsy 
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wevB aiAjectod to ineeflttnt dangiMraad Mnwe 
Tiee» and that, hr from findmg an enemy veady to 
yield a Uoodless Tictory, they met everywhete 
with a ferocions and warlike race, nndansted in 
ooaiage,'and not to be broken by misfortnneor de- 
feati they began to consider the attempt of redu* 
ciDg them as chimerical, and continnidly repincKi 
al the share which they were compelled to take. 
Neither the merit and popular character of Cortes, 
nor the magnanimoos fortitude of his gallant eam- 
panioDSy could be a sufficient counterpoise for the 
less generous feelings which actuated the hearts 
of the other Spaniards. The disaffection of those 
men naturally increased in proportion as the diffi- 
culties of the intended siege approached. The im- 
placable ferocity of the Mexicans, and the le u o l wto 
disposition of their king and chief, made then sup- 
pose that nothing but a series of carnage, raiui and 
devastation, was preparing for both parties. The 
redaction of a city defended by its peculiar sitna- 
tiao, and an almost innumerable host of fierce 
warriors, should it be achieved at all, could only 
be purchased by a protracted, no less than a san- 
guinary contest. 

To these considerations others of an equally 
fatal tendency were added. Many of the fc^ow- 
ers of Narvaes had never been sincerely attached 
to their new commander. The prospect of ac- 
quiring wealth, or completing easy conquests, bad 
induced them to enlist into Uie service of a leader 
whom they considered folly competent to conduct 
them to success. But while they paid a trtbi^ 
of admiration to the merit of Cortes, their heaits 
were not bound to him by the ties of real attach- 
neiit. Among so many men who had beiongedco 
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ioi expedition fitted out BgainBt that eemmt&der 
: 'hy VtAumnaeZy it is not strange that several should 
iie found still cherishing the sentiments which had 
insured the governor. Cortes was accordingly 
csonsideied as acting without a constituted autho- 
rity by the secret adherents of his former em- 
ployer, and the time that was not imperiously 
occupied in attacks or measures of defence, was 
iatally emf^oyed in irregular dehate and censure, 
^t now that the voice of fear was added to the 
ill-silenced accents of discontent, the conduct of 
Cortes' appeared more culpable, and the prospect 
of success more improbable. 

There was in the army a private soldier named 
•Antonio Villafaiia, a man of resolute character 
!«Bd an intriguing disposition. This individual be* 
jug Btrongiy devoted to the interests of Velaaqaex, 
^aad averse to the proceedings of Cortes, secretly 
fotiiented the spirit of revolt with which some of 
4he aoldiers were affected. By his artful endea- 
TOUTS this fatal disposition began to extend, until 
'the success of his first manceuvres emboldened 
iiim to project a more daring and diaboiicai de- 
aign. The minds of the malecontents being thus 
^prepared for a desperate act, clandestine meetings 
wei^ held in the apartments of Villafana, who de- 
.' ^red to his companions that all their evils might 
h» femedie<i liy the death of Cortes and his prin- 
^pal adherents. The horrid idea was readily wel- 
•cbmed by the traitors, who immediately bound 
ttb e m oe lves to the conspiracy, and, affixing their 
"ttgaatures to a document presented by its author, 
^ptvniised to exert themselves most aealously in 
iiicsiBasing the number of associates. By ^e skil- 
KpA exertions of these -men, the list was daily in* 



UWE09 

mtmbm till ^at koglb they liad ohtaiaediiBflirUwi 
Mmgta io pmt their treacheroua plan into •xe0a#> 
lioiu Bat when every thing waa ripe for the ixi^ 
tended blow* and inevitable deatmction aeemed t0 
hukg over the heada of Cortes and his fiienday for •> 
^•Be» which waa ao conapieaouB in the cai^eer of 
that great man, came in good time to interpoee 
againat the threatened danger. 

On the eve of the day selected for the p^pe* 
imtion of the achemey a soldier, one of Cortea'a 
original foUoweri, came with mach caution to tbt 
Spanish commander, earnestly requesting a pri* 
vate interview. This being grantee^ the Spanurd 
lhi«w Inmself at the feet of bis chief in the utmost 
pertivbation^and disclosed the hellish plot in whteh 
he hiawelf had engaged, but of which, toud^d at 
last with remorse at his guilt, no less than movei 
at the intended doom of his glorious commandei^ 
he had in time r^ented. The first mentiott of 
aneh a dark scheme filled Cortes with surprise and 
liorror, but his emotion was considerably hmf^^ 
ened wfaa& the whole plan and extent of the iooit?* 
epiraey was unfolded* It appeared that the tiii«> 
tars had decreed the assassination of Cortes, Saa* 
doval, Alvarado, and his iH-others, Olid, Tapiai 
•^he iwo Alcaldes, Marin and Ircio, together witb 
B* Dia^ del Castillo, and other soldiers, strongly 
attached %o Cortes. They were to be maesacned 
while at table ; but the better to secure success to 
%he plot, a letter was feigned to arrive from V^m 
Cruz, and as Cortes should be occupied in itspe^ 
maal, he waa to recdve the fatal blow.* Tho^ea^ 
snand of the army was then to be giren to rnhn- 



HERNAN C0RTE8. S8ft 

A6r*iiif-l<w 6f Velasquex, imd the different olher- 
posts were also to be filled by seyeral of the fol* 
lowers of Narvaez. It farther appeared, that aa 
soon as the first crime was perpetrated, the con« 
apiratOTB were to sally forth at the cries of libertyy 
^nd oblige the newly-appointed leader to conduct 
them back to Cuba. 

Cortes was sensibly affected at this fearful dis- 
coyery, but his presence of mind and prudence did 
not desert him in so important a moment. He as* 
fumed the composure suitable to the occasion ; and 
<»lling to himself Alvarado, Sandoval, and others 
of the intended victims, proceeded without loss of 
time to Villafa&a's quarters. There he surprised the 
traitor and some of his associates, who, astounded 
at so unexpected a visit, afforded in the constema« 
timi of their looks, ample evidence of their guilt. 
Some of them attempted to escape, but were quick- 
ly seized by the attendants of Cortes, whilst the 
general himself laid hold of Villafana, from whose 
bosom he snatched a paper containing the names of 
the conspirators. He cast a hurried glance over 
the dark document^ and was struck with swrow, 
no less than horror, at the extent of the defection, 
and the ingratitude of some of its members. But 
the conduct of Cortes in this crisis was such as 
bespoke a mighty, generous, as well as extraordi- 
nary self-possession. Instead of giving vent to a 
spirit of just revenge, he confined every violent 
feeling in the recesses of his own breast, and resoU 
Ted to adopt that calm line of conduct which was 
advisable in this transaction. The accomplices of 
Villafana who had been arrested, were consigned 
to prison, while their chief was immediately sub- 
iected to a triaU His guilt being fully established. 
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he w$M miidemied to deaih, aad on the fiAlotrfng' 
momiiig be appeared han^ng before the door of 
bk qoaitera. 

Ck»itefl then ordered the other prisoners to be 
■et at liberty, and having assembled his troops, he 
imparted to them the atrocions design of Villa-' 
fiifta and his associates. He then made a skilfal 
and impassioned oration on the heinonsness of bis 
crime and the justice of his punishment^ adding; 
that be felt extremely gratified that the doom of 
tiie traitor fell on no other Spaniard, he having/ 
upon bis arrest, swallowed a paper, which was, no* 
doubt, the list of his accomplices, whose names' 
Remained by this means buried in oblirion. Cortes, 
in making tins declaration, kept his feelings under 
Buch control, that while some of his intended as*~ 
eassins stood before him, he never betrayed the 
alightest symptom of anger or revenge. By this 
master stroke of policy — by this strong dominion 
over his passions, he restored tranquillity to many 
a guilty heart ; and be had the advants^e of pre- 
serving the lives of a considerable body of men, 
which he coold ill spare at the present juncture ; 
besides, he was enabled for the future to keep a 
strict guard over the disaffected, while they, in 
theur tum^ observed a more laudable conduct in 
their eagerness to prove their zeal and remove any 
suspicion which conscious guilt attached to them.* 

This fearful conspiracy being thus prudently 
crushed, Cortes, with great skill, endeavoured to 
divert the attention of his men from so painful a 
subject, to a speculation of a more animating na-* 

* Cartes, ReL ; B, Diaa; ; Henera ; Soils ; Clari^o, &C. 



HERNAN C0RTE8. iSl 

tore. Observing tbat all his prepentoiy nrBnge- 
ments for the siege of Mexico were now eon- 
eluded, and impatient to occupy the attention of 
lib soldiers, he resolved to accompany the launch- 
ing of the brigantines with the greatest pomp and 
eolemnity. On the 28th of April, he assembled 
all his troops, both Spanish and Indians ; and the 
former having attended mass, and received the com- 
munion, the whole army was drawn in military 
array along the banks of the canal. The vessels 
were solemnly blessed by Father Olmedo, who 
bestowed a name upon every one as they were 
laimched. All eyes were fixed upon them with 
delight, as they considered them as the instruments 
of future success. Accordingly, when upon en- 
tering the lake, they hoisted Uieir sails and began 
to plough the water, under a stirring salvo of ar- 
tillery, Te Deum was sung, and a general shout of 
joy arose, mingled with the strains of martial mu- 
sic* " All admiring,'' says Robertson, " that 
bold inventive genius, which, by means so extra- 
ordinary that their success almost exceeded be- 
lief, had acquired the command of a fleet, without 
the aid of which Mexico would have continued to 
set the Spanish power and arms at defiance." 

Cortes then made a general review of his forces, 
as well as of the ammunition which he possessed to 
carry on the siege. He found himself at the head 
of eighty-six horsemen, and more than 800 in- 
fantry, together with three large iron cannon, 
fifteen small field-pieces, a great quantity of balls 
and arrows, and a thousand pounds of gunpowder. 
This strength, added to the numerous force which 

* Cortes, Relat. ; Gomara ; dayigero. 
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the Tlascalans and other allie9 brought into thp 
field, he flattered himself would be fully adequate 
to the reduction of the great Mexican capital. 
Cortes then divided his army into three parts, to 
each of which he appointed a commander, and as* 
signed the station in which it was to operate. He 
had resolved to invest the city by three different 
quartersi and accordingly made those arrange- 
ments which he considered most available to suc- 
cess. The towns of Tepejacac, Tacuba, and Co- 
johuacan, were situated in the causeways, and 
served to defend the capital from the first attacks. 
The three divisions of the army, containing nearly 
an equal number of Spaniards, were to establish 
themselves in these three points, to act under the 
immediate command of Sandoval, Alvarado, and 
Olid. To each of these officers he further allotted 
a numerous and equal body of the auxiliary In- 
dians. As he considered the conducting of the bri- 
gantines to be the part of the undertaking of 
greater danger and importance, he reserved their 
command to himself, having provided each vessel 
with a small cannon, and manned it with twenty 
Spaniards. 

All the Indian allies that were not immediately 
wanted were to remain at Tezcuco until there 
should be occasion for their services. The dispo- 
sition which Cortes had made of his forces was 
such as to justify his prudence and abilities. He 
had intrusted the command of those three bodies 
to those officers who had invariably stood nearest 
himself in the various transactions of the expedi- 
tion. Of their courage and merit he had recei- 
ved incontestible proofs, and they had been de- 
voted to his interest from the commencement of 
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^ tbe enteiprise. He took the condnet of tbe yes* 
^, sels, contrary to the opinion of his officers,* thongh 
neither the causes of this difference are known, 
^ nor those which induced Cortes to follow such 
a plan. The only solution which can he given 
is the one already afforded, the conviction that 
the hrigantines were the chief support of the 
siege, and consequently the post naturally assigned 
to the general. Alvarado and Olid proceeded 
^lOth May) to Tacuha with their divisions. The 
first object of their hostility was to destroy the 
aqueduct of Chapoltepec, as by this means they 
expected to reduce the Mexicans to great distresi) 
from the want of water.f 

As soon as the Spanish chiefs had taken posses- 
sion of Tacuba, they lost no time in putting their 
design into execution. But this plan was not to 
be accomplished without much danger as well as 
difficulty. With a foresight superior to the genius 
ascribed to the Mexicans, they nad prepared every 
means of defence, and when the Spaniards pro« 
ceeded to their task they found a formidable host 
prepared to oppose them. A brisk engagement 
soon took place, in which, after a short resistance, 
the Mexicans were repulsed, and retreated. Alva* 
rado and Olid then cut off the pipes of the aque- 
duct^ by which means the city was from that mo- 
ment deprived of fresh water.J Encoiu'aged by 
this first success, the Spaniards determined to 
take possession of the first bridge on the cause- 
way of Tacuba, but on approaching the spot, they 
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were astonished at the immense ranltitudes that 
thronged the causeway^ no less than the number 
of canoes that covered the surface of the lake on 
both sides of the bridge. The Spaniards perceived 
they could scarcely hope to achieve their purpose ; 
but with that reckless courage which character- 
ized all their operations, they rushed to the at- 
tack. At the very first discharge of the Indian 
missiles, three Spaniards were slain and thirty 
wounded. The principal mischief wrought oil 
the Spaniards proceeded from the incessant show- 
ers of arrows, darts, and stones, bnrled from the 
canoes, the tenants of which being defended by 
high wooden screens, and under comparative se- 
curity, they aimed at the Spaniards in a narrow 
passage, as at a certain mark. After continuing 
for some time in an unavmling attempt, Alvarado 
and Olid were compelled to relinquish their ob^- 
ject, and commanded a retreat intoTacuba. In this 
action the Spaniards lost eight men, and had above 
fifty wounded.* This disaster checked the fuiw 
ther progress of the two chiefs, who now resolv^ 
to observe only a defensive attitude, until Cortes 
should come up with the brigantines to second 
their attempts. 

Alvarado took up his quarters in Tacuba, ac- 
cording to the instructions he had received ; and 
Olid pursued his march to his station at Cojohu- 
acan on the festival of Corpus Christi, which fell 
that year on the 30th of May ; on which day, ac- 
cording to the statement made by Cortes, the me- 
morable siege of Mexico commenced. 

• B, Disz. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 



JProiecuHon of the Siege. Assault and Defeat of 

the Spaniards. 

HfiRiTAN Cortes having brought his flotillainto 
tbe lake, his first design was to attack an insalar 
Yock which stood contignons to Mexico, and to 
^wfaich a vast number of the inhabitants had fled 
Cor refage. Perceiving his design, the whole navri 
force of the enem^ collected, and no less than 
tf odr thousand large canoes advanced boldly against 
the brigantines. Cortes now took his vessels into the 
most open part of the lake, and forming them into 
ctbe shape of a crescent, awaited the advance of 
the Mexicans* A brisk gale springing up, in a 
"mom^it the sails were hoisted, and the vessek 
broke through the crowd of canoes without diffi- 
-eulty, oversetting a great number, and dispersing 
the rest of the inefficient, though numerous ansa- 
' ment, with considerable loss.* 

As soon as Olid discovered from the temple of 
Cojohnacan the conflict on the lake, he proceeded 
in order of battle along the causeway that led to 
Mexico, took possession of some trenches, and 
routed the enemy. Cortes, in the meantime, at- 

• Cortes, BelaL ; B. Disz. 



tacked the bastion erected on the angle made h 
die conjunction of the roads of Cojohnacan an< 
Iztapalapan. This place, called Xoloc, was de- 
fended by the Mexicans with great obstinacy, but 
was soon stormed and taken by the aid of two 
large cannon, which caused great havoc among the 
multitude that incumbered the road* No situation 
appeared to Cortes more advantageous than this 
for establishing his camp, and he accordingly se- 
lected it for that purpose, becoming by this means 
master of the principal road to the capital, besides 
having the convenience of being able immediately 
to Communicate with the station of Olid s division. 
The next care of the Spanish general was to proteet 
the three divisions of his army from the inoesaaaait 
mischief caused by the canoes, and to this end he 
distributed his fleet among the three quarters from 
which the city was to be attacked, giving orders 
to obey the instmctions,'and second the operatioiM, 
of the chiefs who commanded those ports.* 

From this moment an uninterrupted series of 
attacks and retreats, skirmishes and mancsuvresy 
commenced. Alvarado made a fresh attempt eve^ 
morning to penetrate into the city, and after a day 
<if fierce contest, he was compelled to retrace his 
fteps to Tacuba. As the causeway on this side 
was by &r the shortest road to Mexico, it is not 
singular that it should be more carefully guarded, 
nor that there the engagements should be more 
frequent. The hardships consequent on so se- 
vere and uninterrupted a service, were enough to 
hreak down any spirit but those possessed of ro- 
mantic enthnsiasm, as well as inordinate ambitii>ii. 
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The Spaniards beheld their nnmbers decreasing by 
erery fresh attack. They were compelled to fight 
without intermission, and to receive fresh wounds 
before the old ones had been bealed ; bat no pre* 
text could exempt a soldier from his duty, and he 
who in the preceding fight had received injury, 
returned in the morning to increase his misery or 
meet his death.* The danger was renewed every 
day, and fresh toil succeeded to the fktigue of the 
preceding exertions. The Mexicans repaired during 
the night the destruction which their enemies bad 
effected in the day. Nor could the dreadful 
slaughter which marked every preceding engage* 
ment, calm the courage of those Indians, or tend 
to intimidate them from their implacable obstinacy 
of defence. 

Another disappointment now succeeded — ^tbe 
destruction of the aqueduct of Cbapoltepec, by 
which it was hoped to cut the supply of water from 
tbe city, was rendered of no avail, as that article 
was regularly supplied by the canoes from the 
towns on the borders of the lake. Nor was the 
idea of reducing Mexico by famine to be enter- 
tained, as every article of food was abundantly af- 
forded by the same means. To check such re* 
sources, Cortes destined two brigantines to watch 
at night, and intercept the canoes with provisions ; 
hut this plan scarcely answered the intended effect; 
The Mexicans were shrewd in proportion to the 
exigencies for the exertion of their ingenuity, and 
they not only baffled, by the quantity of their ca- 
noes sailing in different directions, the designs of 
the enemy, but on one occasion decoyed the two 

•B. Dial. 
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brigaatinefl to the borders of the lake, where thef 
had thirty large piraguas in ambush. The strata^ 
gem succeeded, and the vessels were suddenly aur-r 
rounded by the enemy in a situation where they 
could only manoeuvre with difficulty. Every Spa« 
niard was wounded ; the captain of one brigantine 
was slain, and Pedro Barba, a person of conae- 

Sience, and whose name has already appeared in 
is history, died shortly after of the wounds be 
had received.* The distresses of the Spaniards 
were augmented by the periodical niins, which now 
commenced. But this inconvenience in no man- 
ner suspended the hostilities, which were carried 
on with imabated vigour, daily attacks being made 
both by sea and land, without producing any de«> 
cisive results. The division of Alvarado^ howevoTf 
hAd approached nearer to Mexico, from the short- 
ness of the causeway of Tacuba; and the Spar 
niards, as they advanced, took special care to de«> 
molish the buildings in their way, the materials of 
which served to fill up every ditch and canal 
which obstructed their progress. It would be a 
tedious and uninteresting task to recount a repe- 
tition of skirmishes, fights, and manceuvres, which 
occupied every hour oi the day on both side& 
Suffice it to asy, that by day, and in the darkness^ 
by sea and by land, one danger succeeded another ; 
and that the soldiers had not reposed from the toil 
of a severe duty, when they were summoned to 
sustain fresh hardships. 

No less mortified than astonished at the pro^ 
tracted disasters of the siege, Cortes now resolved 
cm a general assault. He commanded AlFsrado 

* BtJMiu;; Solis. 
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4ind SandofBl to lead on their diyision* wbikt he 
liiiiuielf took charge of that stationed at Cojohn^ 
Ga% and on the following day (Jnlv 3) the three 
several detachments of dbe army aavanced to the 
attack. The Mexicans were on the alert, and a 
conflict equal in animosity to any of the former 
ensued. But the division of Cortes continued to 
gain ground, that intrepid commander carrying all 
opposition before him. In his ardour, however, 
he did not perceive that he bad arrived at a part 
where the water was very deep, and the causeway 
had been narrowed* The Mexicans by a feint r€»- 
treat tempted him to pursuit, until they had suf- 
ciently drawn him into their toils. The Spa*- 
piards, with resistless force, had gained one barri- 
cade after another, and were congratulating them- 
selves with the near approach of success, when 
Guatimozin ordered several detachments of the 
anny to repair by different streets, and by water, 
to the grand ditch in the causeway, to cut off the 
retreat of the enemy. This manoeuvre was suc- 
cessfully accomplished, Julian Alderte, the officer 
charged to fill up the ditches, having neglected 
bis duty in his ardour to follow his companions. 
Suddenly the ominous sound' of the n-eat drum, 
together with the awful blast of the horn of the 
god Painalton, which instruments were used by 
die priest in cases of extreme public necessity, now 
summoned the Mexicans to redouble their exer- 
tions. The warriors, inspired to a sort of gloomy 
frenzy by those diabolical strains, hurried to the 
charge with a raging ferocity, and regardless of all 
danger* Cortes and his troop, who bad arrived at 
the capital, alarmed by this general uprising, no 
less t^ astounded by tha touM yells, and pro- 
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digioQs uproar, as well as uncertain of the fate of 
liis chiefs, Alvarado and Sandoval, considered it 
advisable to effect a retreat. This was accord- 
ingly attempted, with sufficient order in the com- 
noencemeDt, but no sooner had the Spaniards ar- 
rived at the narrow portion of the causeway, and 
beheld the formidable host surrounding them, than 
the most dreadful confusion began to prevul, and 
the retreat assumed the aspect of a total rout.* 
Terror soon augmented the disorder, and horse- 
men and foot, Spaniards and allies, all plunged 
heedlessly into the fatal gap, offering an easy vic- 
tory to the enemy. To increase the disasters of 
that mournful day, the brlgantines could not pro- 
tect the Spaniards, being prevented from approach- 
ing the causeway by strong pallisades, which the 
Mexicans had sagaciously fixed under water. 

A horrible scene ensued. Amidst the shouts of 
frantic exaltation of the enemy, Cortes beheld his 
men falling on every side ; some unable to creep 
on by reason of their wounds, and many carried 
away in the Canoes by the exulting Mexicans to 
be sacrificed. It was now that he exerted himself 
in an extraordinary degree. Not only his duties 
as a chief, but his feelings as a man, were deeply 
interested in this melancholy occasion. Unmind- 
fal of the imminent danger to which he was er- 
posed, he strained every effort to save his sinking 
countrymen, cheering some, encouraging others, 
and protecting many by his own individual efforts. 
This conduct was highly creditable to his charac- 
ter, and tended to endear him to those soldiers of 
whose safety he appeared so solicitous on every 
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.oeeattoot In the midst oi his mignjmimo qs ef* 
forts, he recwred a wound in the leg, and shortly 
^^fterwards was seissedby sixMexicancaptains, who| 
despite of his desperate struggle, were carrying 
liim off in triumph. His doom appeared ineyitable, 
when by one of those heroic feats of self-devotion 
which do honour to man, two brave Spaniards, call- 
ed Christopher Olea, and Lerma, flew to the assist** 
ance of their general^ and succeeded in rescuing 
him from the hands of his enemies. Olea killed 
four of the captains, and, coyered with wounds, 
gallantly lost his life in preserving that of his chief ; 
whilst Lerma was nearly sinking, when Quinones 
and several other Spaniards and Tlascalans came 
timely to extricate them from their dreadful situa- 
tion. Cortes was lifted out of the water and placed 
on a horse, after which the shattered remains of his 
division effected their disastrous retreat with the 
utmost difficulty.* 

Alvarado and Sandoval were not more succesa- 
ful in their attacks. The former was vigorously 
repulsed by the enemy, who, after the defeat of 
Cortes's division, crowded in greater numbers 
against the other two. But the Mexicans used 
stratagem as well as resolution and persev^wice 
in the engagement. They threw five bleeding 
heads to the Spaniards, pretending that they be- 
longed to Cortes, Sandoval, and other chiefs, and 
Taunting that Alvarado and his companions should 
' soon meet with the same fate.f Dismay began to 
jprevail, and every object round tended to confirm 
the fears of the Spaniards concerning the horrible 
* catastrophe of the two other detachments, the dia- 

* B. 3>ia« 5 Clavigero. 1 2- '^^^ 
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tanoe from #acb other prerenfing thetn fmm 9B¥ 
certaiiiing their respective situations. AWarado 
accordingly gave the word to retreat, which opi&» 
ration was accompanied with the same toQ and 
danger that had attended the similar movement of 
Cortes. 

Of the three divisions, that of Tepejacac, led on 
by Sandoval, sustained the least share in thia mis- 
fortune. That gallant and intrepid commander had 
advanced victoriously, and already congratulated 
himself with the certainty of success, when the 
defeat of the two other commanders changed the 
fortune of the day. To his astonishment he found 
himself continually assailed by new enemies^ who 
now resorted to the same stratagem which they 
had used in the case of Alvarado, throwing severid 
gory heads, as those of that chief, Cortes, Olid, and 
others. Sandoval continued his exertions with 
dauntless perseverance, but at length, despahing 
of attaining his object, he retraced his steps, though 
in so orderly a manner that he brought his divisloh 
to their quarters in safety, having only two slain, 
though several wounded, of whom, amongst the 
most severely, was himself.* In this disastrous 
assault above sixty Spaniards perished and fell 
alive into the hands of the enemy ; also a great 
number of allies were slain, and the greater portion 
of the survivors came off with wounds. To this 
loss was added that of six horses, one cannon, and 
a considerable quantity of arms.-)* 

Night came, not to a£fbrd repose and solace, but 
to supply new subjects of sorrow to the drooping 

• B. Diaz. 
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jqaifiU of the Spaniards, Though the conflict wa9 
.ended) a prolongation of its horrors was fearfully 
rebeai'sed in the display of the enemy's triumph. 
The stillness of that gloomy night was disturbed 
by barharic shouts of exultation, whilst its dark- 
jiet» was superseded by the glowing illumination 
of the temples and other edifices'. The inhabitants 
were celebrating their victory with a frightful fes- 
tival. The splendour which illumined the whole 
city enabled the Spaniards of the division of Alva- 
lado, on the causeway of Tacuba> to see the priests 
hurrying about in all the bustle of preparation, for 
the sacrifice of their unfortunate companions. Sud- 
denly the horrifying sound of the great drum, toge-* 
iber with the horns and trumpets of the temple of 
the god of war, filled the air with their doleful notes; 
and the shortness of the distance of Alvarado's sta- 
tion enabled his men to be the melancholy specta- 
tors of the sanguinary and odious scene performing 
in the temple. They beheld their companions stript 
naked, and adorned with feathers, compelled by 
blows to dance before the idols to which they were 
shortly to be offered in sacrifice^ They distinctly 
beard their piercing cries, mingling with the fear- 
ful uproar of the instruments, and shouts of joy of 
their enemies. They even fancied they could per- 
ceive the helpless victims stretched on the sacrifi. 
cial stone, when their hearts were torn out, and 
offered yet warm and palpitating to the monstrous 
idol, whilst the bodies were thrown down the steps 
of the temple, to be feasted on by those to whom 
ibey belonged by right of captm-e. A pang of hor- 
ror shot through the stoutest heart of the spectators 
at such a dismal scene, whilst even the most unfeel- 
ing could not refounirom t^tirs of coppassion. But 



peraonal dinger was add«d to httnmn ^jmpsAtfi 
and every one contemplated, widi mingled s^fi^ 
ments of sorrow and dismay, a bloody spectacle in 
which they might themselyes be actors at some 
fntnre time.* 

The state of mmd of Heman Cortes was di^ 
tressing in the highest degree. Whilst he felt the 
recent disaster as deeply as anyone of his fbllow- 
ers, his station compelled him to check his feel- 
ings, and assume that calmness and composuie 
which he coald ill enjoy nnder snch severe cida- 
mity. His fortitude was subjected to a dreadfal 
trial, but the greatness of his soul bore him through. 
He knew that the least manifestation of despmi- 
dency on his part would infect his followers wiA 
a most disastrous contagion. He summoned fo 
his assistance all his powers, and though labotit^ 
under the accumulated pressure of defeat, exhatrs- 
tion, and wounds, such a complication of misfor- 
tunes was neither sufficient to bend his heart, nor 
to make him relinquish the hopes of retrieving the 
great conquest he had undertaken. But the m6- 
ment required an uncommon display of f<M*titud'e 
and magnanimity. Elated with their victory, and 
sanguine of a repetition of success, the Mexicans 
pursued the most active measures to the fcutheN 
ance of their plans. They came to attack Cortes 
in his quarters, and though repulsed, yet then* con- 
stant annoyance greatly distressed the Spaniards 
in their present deplorable condition. 

But another source of anxiety came to distract 

the attention of Cortes, and augment his difficnl- 

' ties. The Mexicans had sent the heads of the 

* Cortetb EeUt, ; Sb JDiaz. 
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SpftDiardt who bad been recently sacrificed, to tbe 
n^bbonring towns and provinces, declaring to 
the inhabitants, that tbe gods, propitiated by tbe 
blood of tbe enemy shed on tbe altars, bad pro- 
mised that in eight days those bated invaders would 
be totally destroyed, and peace restored to tbe 
Mexican empire. Tbe fatal effects of these pe- 
dictions were soon manifest to tbe Spaniards. The 
saperstition of the Indians induced them to give im- 
plicit credence to the prophecy, and aroused th^n 
to second tbe views of their deities. Tbe pro- 
Tinces hostile to the Spaniards were more vividly 
infiamed. Those who had remained neutral now 
made common cause with tbe Mexicans, and the 
Indian allies began gradually to abandon their for* 
mer friends. Even tbe Tlascalans were not proof 
against tbe general contagion, and Cortes soon 
found himself almost abandoned by bis auxiliaries. 
But justice requires us to mention, that the brave 
Cbidiimecatl, and tbe brother of Tezcuco, toge- 
ther with other nobles, and about eight Tlascalans^ 
scorned to forsake' their former friends when they 
aaw them in misfortune** 

In this critical juncture Cortes resolved to sus- 
pend hostilities, until the term appomted by tbe 
Mexican oracle should be accomplished. He made 
dispositions to be upon tbe defensive, and, protect- 
ed by tbe Inrigantines, be remained tbe eight omi- 
aoos days, patiently waiting tbe moment when the 
fidsity of the prediction would be made apparent. 

* B* Diaz ; Gomora, Cron. 
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CHAPTER XXm. 



Cfc^fUre of Quatimoziny and Meduetum of Mexico 

The fated term passed, and the oracle prored 
false. The Spaniards remaiiied imdestroyed, aikd 
the Indians ashamed of their defection^ flocked 
back to the standard of Cortes, with the same fa* 
cility that they had forsaken it. By this meaniv 
and the addition of other tribes of Indiana, the 
Spanish commander qnickly foand himself at the 
head of 50,000 auxiliaries.'^ At this time a rea^ 
sel arrived at Villa Rica with men and anummitiaai^ 
which article came most seasonably, as the Spa- 
niards had nearly expended all their g:unpowdei^ 
and were reduced to a great dilemma in conae* 
qnence. On the arrival of this reinforcement, Cortes 
determined to pursue his operations against ihe 
Mexicans. He had already spent forty-fire days 
in a desperate siege, and he was no less surpiited 
than exasperated at the delay. He resolved, how- 
ever, upon a different plan of attack, and, instead of 
the daring attempts which had marked his pre- 
vious operations, he cautiously resolved to trust 
less to courage and more to prudence. He also 
gave up the idea of preserving the Mexican ci^ital 

* Cortes, Relst, 
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entire, for he determined upon a syitem of waiu 
fare fHghtfii], though slow in its progress. 

He caused the three divisions to advance, hut 
in strict military order, and to demolish every 
house or huilding in their way, whilst the Indian 
auxiliaries carefndly filled up the ditches, and re- 
paired the causeways in the rear, to facilitate a re- 
treat. This dreadfal plan of operation was conw 
meneed and followed up with regularity, and the 
decided advantage whii^ accrued to the Spaniards 
became awm apparent. Day after day the MezU 
cans found themselves circumscribed within more 
narrow bounds ; but the undaunted resolution of 
Guatimosin was not to he checked by the fearfid 
iukages that presented themselves to Ins view. He 
continued his vigorous resistance, and appeared 
determined to see the last house of his capital le- 
velled with the ground, before he would suffer it 
to be possessed by the invaders. Alvarado and 
Ins division had, by this time, pushed their way to 
-the great square of Tlalteloco, and that gallant 
officer immediately attacked the temple, where a 
great number of warriors, with the priests, seemed 
determined to make a desperate resistance. Al- 
varado conducted this manoeuvre with as much 
-skill as bravery. Besides, as he was uncertain 
how long his companions might be before they ar^- 
rived at Tlalteloco, the place of general muster, it 
was indispensable to dislodge the foe from a situ- 
ation which commanded it. The Spaniards rush- 
ed boldly to the attack, and after a severe con- 
flict, they at length gained the temple, drove the 
einemy in eoahuskon from the spot, and set fire to 
the idols, whilst the Spanish banner was plant- 
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•ed trinnipluBitly on the summit of tlie.bmlclifig>.M 
a joyful sigoal to che^r the other Spaniards.* 

The sight of that beacon of victory, greatly, re- 
joiced Cortes and. his companions, who now coin- 
tinned their progress with redoubled alacrity. At 
•the end of four days, (July 24,) both that general 
-and Sandoval made their entry into the Great 
-Square. The diflBculties of the siege now sur* 
-mounted, no doubt was entertained of the auo 
cess of the enterprise. Cortes being in posses- 
sion of the western and principal part of the city, 
resolved to adhere to his present line of conda<^ 
in reducing the rest of it to subjection ; but. be- 
fore he continued his victorious and destructive 
course, he sent another message to Guatimozin. All 
the efforts of the Spanish commander, however» 
towards negotiation proved ineffectual, the Mexi- 
cans either refusing to listen to his proposals, or 
feigning to consent, only with the view of further- 
ing some stratagem. Cortes was, accordingly, com- 
pelled to pursue the plan of operation which had 
already proved so advantageous, and a heap of ruins 
continued to mark the progress of the Spaniards. 
Nothing could exceed in horror the situation of 
the Mexicans. Every day numbers of them fell 
victims to their obstinate courage, while the. sur- 
vivors were only reserved to prolong the miseries 
of a wretched life. The brigantines having the 
total command of the lake, and the Tlascalans and 
. other allies intercepting every communication, the 
unfortunate Mexicans soon found themselves en- 
, tirel y deprived of the necessaries of life^ and the hor- 
rors of famine soon filled up the measure of their 

• B. iJiw. 
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Wretehedness. The want of noarUiiiicnt prodn* 
ced infections maladies ; and the three most fatal 
plagnes, that can inflict hnman nature, fell thnt 
beavily on the devoted bnt unconquered Mexicans^ 
Bvety night fiiraishing wretches were seen near the 
Spankh qnarters, prowling in search of food to 
silence their raging hunger.* But nmther these 
horrid disasters, nor the sight of his beautiful ca- 
pital in ruins, could change the fierce resolution 
of Gnatimozin. All the city but a small retired 
quarter was now in possession of the Spaniards; 
tiut that still held out with a ferocious determina- 
tion to dare the same fate of destruction. 

Cortes now intrusted the command of the fleet 
td Sandoral, with instructions to invest that quaiw 
ter by sea, whilst he himself would lead the assauk 
by land. The Mexicans now perceived that the 
moment of their downfall was at hand ; and endea. 
Toured to persuade their king to quit a place which 
he could no longer defend, and fly to the distant 
provinces, where the war might be renewed. The 
better to eflect this design, they attempted to be- 
guile the Spaniards unth feigned proposals of sub* 
mission, thinking, that while Cortes was occupied 
with these speculations, Gnatimozin might put his 
plan in practice without impediment. Bnt the 
Spanish commander was neither to be deceived, 
nor surprised. His prudence and vigilance wero 
Hevet suffered to slumber, much less when the 
most important moment for their exertion was ar-i 
tived. The obstinate defence and character of 
iSrtlatimozin made him anxious to secure a leader, 
whose escape would be attended with serious iii«i 

• B.D1U. 
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ooaTeniMice to the Spanish canse. Hk dealib itt 
captivity was necessary for the firm estabUshnawt 
of the Spanish power in the Mexican empire ; and 
the mind of Cortes was, therefore, conslantly di* 
rected towards the king, and he gave the etrietesi 
mstmctionB to Sandoyal to be careful in his endear 
Tonre to intercept his escape. Sandovid kept a 
Tigilant eye on the canoes that were cmiziag abovt 
the kke, and ohserring some large piragoaa, mft* 
Imig with their ntmost speed towards land, he im« 
mediately gave the signal for pnrsait.. Garcia 
Holgnin, who commanded the swtftest vessel, soon 
fell in with several piragoas, one of which, from 
its superior appearance, he concluded to be thai 
of ChiatimoKin. He immediately prepared to fii^ 
when the unfortunate king desisted from his in- 
tention of escaping, and declared his readiness to 
sobmit. Holguin received him, his. queen, and 
attendants, into his vessel^ with great marks of re^ 
^ct, to which Guatimozin answered, with a dig* 
nified composure, requesting that he might be im« 
mediately conducted to the Spanish general. The 
conduct of the last king of Mexico was, tbrougii- 
out, deserving of the highest admiration. He de» 
fended his empire with a resolution, perseveraneef 
and skill, which would have done honour to a 
more civilized ruler ; and when fate decreed his 
ftill, he assumeda deportment which rendered hita 
great even in misfortune. He neither evinced the 
sullen ferocity of a barbarian, nor the sunken spiril, 
and downcast looks of a vanquished man, but, erect 
and tranquil, though in deepest affliction, he ap« 
peared before Cortes. He. could not, howerier» 
refrain from tears, when he exclaimed, " Malin^ 
(Ozin, I have done all in my power to defend my 
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Idngdom mud my people. All my eflbrta have 
been fhiitless ; I ha^e nothing else to attempt-** 
take your dagger and stab me to the heart."* 
Cortes endeayonred to ccmsole him nnder his af- 
fitetion, and issued stiict instructions, that he and 
1^1 his family should be treated with profound re- 
apect ; and that all the Mexicans should experi- 
ence that kind behayionr from their conqaerors^ 
ivhicb their gallant defence so well deserved. 
Cortes further announced to Gruatimozin, that he 
aiiettld continue to reign, only acknowledging the 
jurisdiction of Spain. Guatimozin, at the time of 
his downfall, was a young man, about twenty-five 
years of age,of a good appearance. His qualities 
can best be gathered from his conduct during the 
"WKF with the Spaniards. 

With the capture of the Mexican monarch, aH 
rei^tance was at an end, and Cortes took posses- 
eion of the remaining part of the city, on the 13th 
of August 1521. Thus ended one of the most eK- 
traordinary and memorablo sieges recorded in his- 
tory. During the seventy»five days of its dura- 
tion, not one day passed without respective efforts 
of attack or defence, and seldom, if ever, have men 
diifplayed greater resolution or fortitude ; seldom, 
indeed, were they exposed to more frightful mi- 
series. Historians mention the names oi Maria 
Estrada, Beatriz Bermudez, and several other wo- 
men^ with applause. These were conspicuous in 
their attacks against Mexico, supporting hardships 
aupmor to their sex with uncommon resolution, 
and lighting by the side of their husbands with 
singular courage* They were equipped and arm- 

\f Cortes^ Relat ; Qoman^ Qt9o* ; B. Diaz; CUvigoo. 



SOS ciFX or 

cd like the rest of the soldiers, end rendered ser- 
▼ices equal to any of the best men of Cortes. ^ ^ 

Nothing can paint more yividly the obstinate 
and firm resistance of the Mexicans, than the state 
of the capital when the Spaniards finally becanfe 
masters of it. Three-foarths of that once beanti- 
fbl city were laid in ruins, and all the streets, 
squares, and courts of Tlalteloco, the theatre of 
such furious and sanguinary contests, were cover- 
ed with dead bodies. It was impossible to move 
a step without stumbling upon one or more of 
these bleeding memorials of war. This circumr 
stance had infected the air, for the Mexicans, in* 
tent on reaping, had no time to gather in the har- 
vest of death* 

It was accordingly determined by Cortes that a 
temporary evacuation of that ruinous capital should 
take place, in order to remove the dead, and re- 
store salubrity to the atmosphere. In pursuance 
of this order, during three days and nights, the 
causeways were full of sickly, poor, and squalid 
wretches, men, women, and children, worn out 
by disease and ftimine, covered with filth, and 
ofiering a most striking evidence of the horrors to 
which they had been exposed. The picture which 
B. Diaz de Castillo draws of the appearance of 
Mexico at this period is truly frightful. ^ All 
the streets, squares, and houses," he says, << were 
covered with the bodies of the slain ; among the 
heaps of which were to be seen many wretches 
crawling about in an advanced stage of those 
loathsome diseases, produced by famine or un* 
natural food, exhaustion^ and infected air. The 
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trees hid been stript of their bark— »the earth dug 
up in search of food — not a drop of fresh water 
could be found, and there is no instance of kbj 
people suffering so sererely from an accumulation 
of miseries, — hunger, thirst, maladies, and war/'* 
Nor was the situation of the Spaniards during 
this memorable siege much more desirable. The 
immense number of allies crowded on one spot, 
rendered it extremely di£Bcult to procure and dis* 
tribute provisions ; besides, the incessant attacks 
of the Mexicans, who acted often on the offen- 
aive, and continual alarms, obliged the Spaniards 
to live in a state of constant excitement, without 
bewg able to provide for their repose and procure 
the necessaries of life. They suffered dreadfully 
from want of proper attention to their wounds, 
which were often made to bleed afresh before they 
bad been once healed. But perhaps the most 
fearful of their miseries was the dark image which 
haunted their imaginations, of being taken alive* 
and sacrificed to the idols of the enemy. 

Hernan Cortes had now achieved the most 
splendid and beneficial enterprise recorded in the 
history of the conquest of the New World. Hjs 
joy and that of his followers was proportionate to 
the hardships by which such effects had been ob« 
tained. But the sentiments of delight and con- 
gratulation were soon subdued by the disappoint- 
ment of those hopes which the conquerors had 
fondly entertained. Very little booty could be col- 
lected amid the heaps of desolation presented by 
the city which they had ^bdued. No treasure 

• B, Diaz. 
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cmdd b« fcmndf Bad the whole qntatity of gold 
and silrer collected, scarcely amounted to the rof 
hie of 120,000 dollars ;* a sum barely sufficient 
to defray the expenses incurred in so great an est 
pedit&on, much less to afford rewards to the €00^ 
querors for all their sufferings and exploits. Tlus 
occasioned much murmur smd discontent among 
the soldiers ; they saw their golden dreams dissi- 
pated, and when ihey took a retrospecdve Tiew of 
their extraordinary disasters and toil, on finding 
such a scanty pittance as their remuneratioii, a 
great number of them turned from it in contempts 
At the instigation of Father Olmedo, the sums al« 
lotted to the soldiers were yielded up to the sick- 
ly and the disabled among them, the rest consoling 
tnemselves for their disappointment by the hopes 
of future reward.f But this disinterested arranges 
ment did not satisfy the views of many ; they began 
to make the most ungenerous conclusion with re- 
gard to their chiefs, eren expressing their doubts 
of the strictaess and impartiality of Cortes in the 
transaction. It was currently believed that Gua- 
timoain^ four days previous to his capture, had 
thrown great quantities of gold and precious stones 
into the lake, resolving to dkappoint the avarice of 
those men whose courage he had not been able to 
resist:]: • This circumstance gave birth to many 
innuendoes and surmises, till it was at last plainly 
stated, that Cortes knew more of the matter than 
he was willing to confess. Some proposed to sub- 
ject Guatimoain and his favourite, the lord of Ta- 
cuba, to the torture, in order to extort from them 

• Cortes, Bslat f B, Dia«, ^ Ibid, 
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a ^onfessioii of the place where the treMire wee 
eoncealed. Such a hoirid propoaal waa rejected 
by Cortes with scorn, and this disinclination to 
t£e act was interpreted as the most conTindng ei^ 
gnment of his want of integrity. They did not 
acmple to cry oat that the general was ayerse to the 
expedient, not from any feeling of its inhumanity^ 
but merely because he wished the concealment of 
the treasure to remain a secret from the soldiers, 
Aat he alone might profit by it. Such ungenerous 
declarations, together with the growing discontent 
of these mercenaries, who began to assume an atti^ 
tude of revolt, created considerable apprehension in 
the mind of Cortes : and partly to silence reports 
so discreditable to his honour— partly to prerent 
any disastrous effects which might result firom the 
discontent of the soldiers, he yielded to them in 
that which has thrown a dark spot on the wide 
splendour of his glory. GuatimoBin and his fii^ 
Tourite were put to the torture. The unfortunate 
king bore this inhuman sentence with that high 
spirit and unshaken fortitude which had marked 
his previotts conduct. The treasure^ if such a 
thing really existed, which is doubtful, remained 
undiscovered; and Cortes, ashamed of the un« 
worthy fate to which he had subjected the unfor^ 
tunate and noble Guatimozin, caused him to be 
Btiatched from his tormentors. His life, howerer^ 
was only prolonged three years, when, on snspi* 
cion of a premeditated rerolt founded on the de«* 
deration of a Mexican, he was condemned to he 
hanged, and underwent his sentence. 

The loss of human lives sustained by the siege 
of Mdico was very greats though aocouuto are 
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cxtramdy Tarioniy and • often . 4xBgg$n^d. Of 
nine hondred Spaniards, more than one* bimdred 
were alain or sacrificed. The Indian allies Uns- 
tained a loss of several thousands; hat the idaugfater 
of the Mexicans might amonnt to a hundred thou- 
sand.* To these must be added, fifty thonsacDd 
more who perished by famine, or the pollution of 
the atmoepnere.f 

Cortes now considered the conquest of the Mexi- 
can empire accomplished. He knew that the prin- 
cipal forces of the territory had been drawn to the 
defence of the capital, and that the reduction of 
the provinces would be comparatively an easy task. 
Without a king, and after the dreadful fate of 
Mexico, even the more warlike tribes could not be 
supposed to offer any dangerous opposition to the 
victorious career of the Spaniards. The siege and 
downfall of thecapital must therefore be considered 
as the grand and decisive feature in the conquest 
of this part of the New World. The valour, 
nugnanimity, and perseverance displayed by the 
Spaniards during the siege, were highly credit- 
able to these veterans, and meet with few parallels 
in military history. Yet, despite of their enthusi- 
astic ardour and unabated fortitude, it appears 
problematical, that nine hundred men, however 
well disciplmed and well armed, could have achie* 
ved so gigantic an enterprise without the aid and 
assistance of the Tlascalans, and other Indian al- 
lies. The jealousies and disimion which prevailed 
in New Spain, or Anahuac, at the time of the in- 
vasion of Cortes, tended considerably to further 

• CUvifeio. f Cortes, Bdat. 



HSRK AN .C0RTS8. SI t' 

the phuM of that commander. ** Bat," says Dr 
Kobertson, << this adds to the merit and abilities 
of Cortes, who, under every disadrantage, acqui* 
tod SQch an ascendant oyer unknown nations, as 
to render them instraments towards carrying his 
fcbemes into execntion." 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



Proceedings after the Conquest of Mexico, 

Shortly after the reduction of the Mexican 
capital, Cortes resolTed to send his principal cap- 
tains to subject the new province, and estahlish 
settlements. This conduct was prudent in a high 
degree ; for, at the same time that it extended the 
conquest, it seemed to keep the attention of the 
Spaniards occupied, and make them forget the 
disappointment of their hopes on the conquest of 
Mexico. Sandoval, Olid, Orozco, and others, were 
accordingly sent in different directions, all inspired 
by the same ardour after discovery and conquest 
---all eager for the acquisition of that wealth which 
their late hardships and exploits had not been able 
to procure. 

Whilst Cortes and his gallant captains were 
thus enlarging the dominions of the Spanish crown, 
and adding splendid victories to the blaze of mili- 
tary glory that illumined the reign of Charles V., 
this monarch, influenced by the cabals of the Bi- 
shop of Burgos^ and the misrepresentation of the 
enemies of Cortes, was persuaded to divest the 
conqueror of power and command. Christoval 
de Tapia accordingly arrived at Vera Cruz short- 
ly after the redaction of Mezicoi with a eommi&i 
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sion to seke Cortes, and treat bim lUfo an ac» 
cused and gnihy person, Alvarado, who com<^ 
manded at Villa Rica, affected to receive Tapii^ 
"with profound respect* as behoved an individual 
who came empowered with a royal mandate, bnt 
immediately dispatched a messenger to Cortes, 
informing bim of the new danger ^t threatened 
bis authority* The Spanish general gave order 
to some of his f^dherents to go and meet Tapia^ 
who was advancing to Me»co, i^nd establish a n&« 
gotiation« Alvarado, Sandoval, imd Father OU 
medo, succeeded in inducing Tapia to rotum tq 
Chempoalla, and there produce his conqmission to 
them, that it might be e:(amined.* The friends 
of Cortes then treated the new governor with 
marked respect ; but Tapia soon perceived that 
ho would never enter into the exercise of his 
power. He found himself in the trammels of meo 
more sagacious, and more acquainted with tho 
eeorets of intrigue, than himself; and after a timfi 
lost in tedious negotiation, he did not see his 
buwess the least advancedi By the advice of 
his agents, Cortes was next induced to try tho 
power of gold on Tapia, an expedient which fully, 
answered the desired effect ; for that weak man, 
tired and disgusted with dilatory and hopeless 
discussion, his avarice being satisfied, easily re« 
linquished the gratification of more noble pas'* 
8ions.f 

This storm being so fortunately evaded, Cortes 
enjoyed a short relaxation from the fatigues of his 
toilsome life, and devoted his time to repairing 

* B. BSaz. 
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and einMlishing the great city which he had con* 
qnered. Under his instmctions, the ground waa 
artificially marked out for the erection of churches, 
convents, public buildings, with squares, markets, 
and every convenience suitable to the capital of a 
vast empire. He then took his residence in a mag- 
nificent palace, which he had caused to be construct- 
ed for the purpose. About the same time, a re- 
conciliation took place between him and*Narvaez, 
whom he had ordered to be sent from Villa Rica. 
Cortes behaved with manly generosity to his an- 
cient rival, preventing him from kissing his hand, 
and bestowing a most cordial embrace. But Nar- 
vaez, at the instigation of the implacable Bishop 
of Burgos, made a very ungrateful return to the 
kindness of Cortes. 

The repose of the conqueror of Mexico was of 
short duration. Whilst employed in the' embel- 
lishment of the capital, he received intelligence 
that the natives of Panuco had risen in arms, 
and slaughtered several of the Spaniards who had 
.gone to settle colonies in the province. Cortes, 
without loss of time, marched against the Fanu- 
chese, routed them in two battles, and compelled 
them to submit, after which he returned to Mexico. 
But neither the splendour nor the number of his 
services to his counti^ were sufficient to remove 
from his mind that constant anxiety, which the 
inveterate enmity and clandestine machinations of 
his enemies had created. He resolved, therefore, 
to send another deputation to Spain, with glow- 
ing descriptions of the extent and importance of 
his conquests. He intrusted this commission to 
Alonso Davila and Quinones, two of his distin- 
guished officers, with full instmctiona regarding 
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tiie conduct they yrvre tP observe, }I« iwot bf 
them a splendid preseut of gold and jewels to bU 
sovereigQ, together with a representation froni tbp 
mqnicipal body of Mexico* as well as irom its 
conquerors, praying his majesty that due atteup 
tion and regard should be paid to them, and 
that the chief command of New Spain should be 
invested in the person of their general. On bis 
side, Cortas sent long and detailed dispatches, in 
which he made use of every argument to advance 
bis interests and those of his faithful and veteran 
followers,* The messengers were very unfortur 
sate in dieir voyage, Quinones being killed in a 
duel at Tereeira, and Davila taken by Florin, a 
French privateer, and carried prisoner to France. 
From this circumstance, however, Davila was ena* 
hied toestablisb a correspondence with Don Martin 
Cortes, father of the conqueror, and his friends. 

An arduoas struggle now took place in the Spa^ 
sish court between the adherents imd the enemies 
at Cortes* Every subterfuge which malice could 
inv^t was employed to depict as an usurper sod 
« traitor, the man who, by an extraordinary exer* 
tion of co«rage, abilities, and perseverance, had 
brought to a fortunate t^mination an enterprise, 
deemed by some chimerical, and by all as sur<» 
rounded with frightful dangers and difficulties* 
Famphiio de Narvaez, and Christoval de Tapia» 
having arrived in Spain, accompanied by the pilot 
Umbria and Cordenas, whom Cartes had punish^* 
ed on the occasion of their revolt, the Bishop of 
Burgos soon persuaded them all to prefer the 
most serious accusations against the conqueror of 

2 C 2 
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B«ty on the other band, the cftnse 6f 
Cortee wu strennonsly supported by hie fatbe^, 
Don Mutiny and Francisco de Mortejo and £>ieg<o 
de Ordazy two of bis officers. These iudividiiflds 
bad SQOoeeded in obtaining the support of severad 
povrerfnl grandees, and more especially of the Duke 
of Bejar;^ — ^for these noblemen conld not see, 
without indignation, the intrigues carried on te 
defraud a great general and successful conqueror 
of the hard-earned fruits of bis labours. Tbe 
charges brought against Cortes did not appear of 
m nature to draw punishment on the supposed of- 
fender. Partial severity had been indispensable 
to the success of the expedition ; and whatever 
irregularity had been incurred in the undertaking 
itself, was more than compensated by the splendour 
of success. Indeed it would have been the height 
of impolicy as well as injustice to have inflicted cen** 
sure and punishment on a man, whose exploits were 
at the very time the theme of universal applauae 
and admiration. Tbe public voice declared unami* 
mously and warmly in favour of Cortes ; bis pre^ 
tensions were officially seconded by powerful pei^ 
sonages, and Charles could not refuse his sanction 
to wishes so generally expressed. Cortes was ae*- 
cordingly named Captain- General and Governor 
of New Spain ; and certainly no individual was 
more competent to fill this station than the man 
wliom both the conquering Spaniards and the van- 
quished Indians were accustomed to love, respect, 
jind fear.f 
fortes now resumed with greater yi^four 9Bi 

• B. Di»z. 

f Cortes, Relat. ; Ooniars, Cton. 
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viqpiiii his vast actiemes both of conqoMl ud tel* 
41#meiiU His ardent mind enjored no respite from 
usertfon. On the one hand, he was assidnoasly 
^carrying on the works at Mexico, whilst on the 
«tb^« his officers were sent to distant provinces 
to colMUze and discover mines. The devotion of 
his men seconded his views powerfully ; and it is 
scarcely to be doubted, that had his ambition been 
e^ial to his ability, he might have become absolute 
master over those territories which he now govern* 
«d4»the deputy of another. But his fidelity to 
his king and country was proof against the whispers 
-of revolt ; and the pride of having given to the land 
i>f his birth so vast an empire, appeared to him pa<> 
«amo«nt to the most boundless sway and ambition* 
i^boBt this time, Francisco Garay, governor of Ja* 
■MMeay set sail with a great armament for the re* 
4i»ctk«i of Panuoo ; but hearing at Cuba that the 
|»rovinoe had already been subjected by Cortee, 
ttdd being also informed of the great exploits of 
iJbftt commander, he commissioned the licentiate 
Qataoto negotiate with Cortes, that he would per* 
jiiit him to assume the government of Panuco in 
jvktueof the commission he had from the Bishop of 
Bni|^. ' He then pursued his voyage ; but being 
^Ebiven by the weather into the river Palmas, he 
resolved to disembark and continue his march to 
jpanuco by Ittid* Upon his arrival at the place, 
be found it almost deserted ; his soldiers began to 
diqiecse and commit depredations about the coun- 
try — others resolved to join the followers of Corte% 
1^ Qaray, with little disappointment, beheld all 
jbis prospects of conquest vanish. Vallejo, in com^ 
mand of the settlement of San Estevan, had sent 
instructions to Cortes of the. arrival of this armi^ 
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mmti lAd AliFindo» Suidond, FsAor Olmadd^ 
•nd Oounpoy vrere sent to notify to Gar^ to quii? 
the conatry. The Governor of Jamaica naxt -M^ 
tempted a negotiatioD, requesting Cortee 1» aid 
him in order to iMnnpel the aoldier* who had de^ 
•erted to return to their duty. After tome altai* 
catton, the matter wae amicably adjusted at tbi 
auggeation of Father Olmedo, a manii^ haraig 
been concluded betweai Dona Catalina, the daogh* 
ter of Cortest and Gainy's eldest son** 

The exiiedition of Garay, however^ gave liaeSo 
■erioua results* His soldiers, totally unacqvainted 
with the diseipline which charaoteriaed the Tote* 
rans of Cortes^ becoming restless and disconteaSedl^ 
began to disperse about the country ia email be*^ 
dies, pillaging the natives, and commktiag all 
sort of eobeesses. This exasperated the Panueheaa 
to iBuch a degree, that they ooacevted plots ta «&» 
terminate the Spaniards* Their schemes suooeedii 
ed so effectually, that in a short time they killed^ 
saaifioed, end devoured, five hundred of the aol* 
diers of Garay, according to the accounts of Bk 
Dies* Bnt the Indians, not satisfied with in£iot» 
ing such severe pnnsrfmient on the offenders, and 
emboldened by success, now determined to cacry 
their hatred furdier ; axMl whenever they met with 
atraggling Spanianls, totally innocMit of their comb 
trymen's o&nce, they made no difficulty in saori^ 
ficing them to their fnry. They went liarthei^ 
for they rose in arms, and resolved to destroy the 
colony of San Estevan, with the inhabitants of 
which they had lived in peace* Vallcgo, and ee» 
vend of the original companions of CUvtesi warn 
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Bfcnn in batde^ and neleMtlwii forty Spaniards were 
killed and burnt in one night. This dangerous re- 
Tolt, and the shocking excesses with which it was 
aooonipanied,filled the mind of Cortes with anxiety, 
and induced him to adopt the most efficient mea* 
•ures to arrest the progress of the eri). He imme- 
diately deputed Sandoval, with a competent force, 
to march against the rebels. That gallant officer^ 
vpon his arrival at San Estevan, found the miser- 
able remains of the colony in the most deplorable 
condition, and ready to sink under the pressure 
of the dangers that surrounded them. Sandoval, 
with his usual bravery, activity, and success, soon 
vednoed the province to subjection, and having ta^ 
ken prisoners the caziques and Indians guilty of 
the murders of the Spaniards, sent to Cortes for 
farther instructions. The governor of New Spain 
commissioned the magistrate, Diego de Ocampo, 
to take cognisance of the affair, and inflict punish- 
ment on the guilty ; but to proceed with all pos- 
sible care in conciliating the natives, and checking 
the outrages of the soldiers of Garay. These mea^ 
sures were soon carried into execution. Many 
casdques, being found guilty by clear evidence, or 
their own confession, w^re publicly execnte<j^ 
some being burnt and others hanged. A consider^ 
able number received a- free pardon, while the 
soldiers of Garay were collected and shipped back 
for Cuba.* 

We have been induced to be more particular in 
the detail of this event on account of the want of 
impartiality in Dr Robertson, who depicts the affair 
as a most atrocious instance of barbarity.f It i$ 

• B. Diaz. 

-)- <* In the conntry of Pannco,*' isys Robertson, ** sixty 



not ciediU^ble in «o giftve wd cireomip^ot sa liis* 
toriim to mention ^eots without also specifying thf 
catm$ by which they were produced ; and while 
he sympathises with the fate of the Fanuchese, eetr 
tainly he ought not to have forgotten their revolts 
and cruelties towards the Spaniards of SanEstevai^ 
*' The inhabitants of this province (Panuco) were,? 
to use the very words of B. Diaz, '* the most barbie 
rous in New Spain ; they were cruel to excess, shockr 
ingly addicted to the sacrifice of human vietun% 
given to all manner of degradation in drink> filthy 
and wicked beyond measure ; their revolts wert 
frequent, and their punishment exemplary, but 
nothing oould reduce them to good government." 
Shch were the people whom the British histoiiaa 
representsas ii\jured victimsof wanton cruelty. The 
accusation of Sandoval is more unjustifiablo, and 
made with excessive levity. Sandoval was entirely 
innocent of any part of the transaction, further 
than reducing nobly; and by arms, as he was in^ 
structed by his chief; a revolted province* The 
punishment of the casiques was decreed by Ocam^ 
po, in virtue of his judicial functions. 

This digression is required for the sake of jus« 
tice and impartiality ; and we trust will put readers 
on their guard concerning the exag^iation of cni# 
elty which some historians have been lightly in» 
duced to make in their accounts of the conquest 
of America. 

eaziques or leaders, and 400 nobles, were burnt at one tima 
Nor was this thooking barbarity perpetrated in any sad« 
den sally of rage» or by a commander of inferior note. I| 
was the act of Sandoval, an officer whose name is entitled 
to the second rank in the annals of the New World, and 
sxecatrt ftfter s 9QUma consultation with Cortes,*' dx. 



The Stctire mind of Cortes cotdd not enjoy use- 
less repose. By bis investigations he learnt that 
tfa^ districts of Higneras and Honduras contained 
rich mines. Some persons informed him, that 
the fishermen of the place had weights of gold to 
liieir nets, and hinted that a passage might be dis- 
covered to tbe Pacific Ocean. Such reports were 
not to be disregarded, and Cortes accordingly re- 
laolred to send an expedition to these provinces. 
He fitted out six ships, containing 370 soldiers^ 
and intrusted the command of the armament to 
Christoyal de OKd. This chief was ordered to 
proceed to the Havannah to procure the necessary 
0upplies for the expedition ; then to pursue his 
Toyage to Higueras, where he was to make a set- 
tlement in an advantageous situation.* Olid, ac- 
cording to instructions, proceeded to Cuba ; but 
^s movement was followed by very fatal results, 
as his integrity was not proof against the persua- 
sion of Velazquez, and in that island was projected 
^ revolt which was a source of the deepest sorrow 
and trouble to Cortes, and terminated m the death 
of its author.-j* 

Whilst Cortes was employing every resource of 
his geniui^ to enlarge and improve the dominions 
of Charles in New Spain, it was his fate to be 
continually surrounded by spies, who gave the 
most sinister interpretations to all his actions, and 
lost no opportunity of placing his conduct in the 
most unfavourable light. When the government 
of New Spain was invested in its conqueror, cer- 
tain civilians were sent thither to collect and ad- 
Hainister the royal revenue independent of the 

• B, IMaa. t Ibid. 
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jurisdiction of Cortes. Those narrow*imiided par* 
sons, incafNible themselves of great actions or ge^ 
neroos thoughts, and filled with that gnawing envy 
with which grovelling minds ever regard genius and 
exalted merit, soon hecame the censors of Cortes. 
Adequate oidjr to the drudgery of office, every 
thing seemed wrong in their eyes which was not 
confined within the routine of doty. They were 
astonished at the munificence of the conqueror ; 
levelled their sneers even at the palace which he had 
built for himself; and felt scandalized at the vast 
authority which he exercised over Spaniards and 
Indians, no less than at the respect which they paid 
him in return. Amongst these individuals, one 
Rodrigo de Albomoz particularly signalized him-* 
self for his enmity to Cortes. He cherished a pri* 
Tate pique against the governor, because he had op- 
posed his ambitious views of marrying the daugh* 
ter of the Prince of Tezcuco ; and he now sought 
to revenge himself, by sending to Spain the most 
virulent accusations i^nst Cortes, chaining him 
with a variety of offences, such as levying exorbi- 
tant contributions, fortifying castles for his own 
defence, and taking every measure to declare him- 
self a king, independent of his sovereign.* These 
charges, however destitute of foundation, proved 
nevertheless powerful engines in the hands of the 
enemies of Cortes. The Bishop of Burgos and 
Narvaez sedulously applied themselves to sow the 
germ of distrust in the bosom of Qfaarles, and 
they succeeded in their treacherous intentions. At 
the same time, the Duke of Bejar interposed his 
influence agslnst their machinations, and the £m- 

* B. Diaz. 
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peror, wiffing, on tbe one hand, to preserve a show 
of jnstice, and jealous, on the other, of his antho- 
rity, ordered that a careful and solemn investiga- 
tion should be made into the conduct of Cortes. 
To this effect, the licentiate Ponce de Leon was 
sent (1525) to New Spain^ with full powers to 
seize the governor, if he should deem it necessary, 
and send him under a strong escort to Spain.* 

Such was the treatment reserved for the con- 
qaeror of Mexico! 

* Herrera, Dec. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



Expedition of Cortes to Honduras, and Voyage to 

Spain, 

Whilst tbese intrigues were carried on in 
Spain, Cortes was distracted by a subject of great 
moment, in tbe country over wbich he goyemed. 
Christoyal de Olid, one of his best officers, as well 
as one of the principal conquerors of Mexico, had 
revolted from his authority, and blushed not to 
repay with ingratitude the man at whose side he 
had so often fought, and whose kindness he had 
so repeatedly shared. Led astray by the evil 
counsels of traitors, and the insinuations of Ve« 
lazquez, when he unfortunately touched at Cuba, 
previous to his expedition for Higueras, the im- 
prudent and rash Olid, upon planting the colony 
of the Triumph of the CrosSy declared himself in- 
dependent of Cortes. The governor was deeply 
chagrined when intelligence of this revolt was 
brought to him. It was a fatal precedent, which 
he could not suffer to remain unpunished, but, at 
the same time, his heart was deeply wounded dmt 
the treason should have been attempted by one of 
his veteran companions. Cortes, therefore, sent an 
expedition against him under the command of Fran- 
cisco Las Casasy and another officer of confidence. 
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A stoim, however, drove the vessels on shore, hy 
-which some of the men perished, and the rest were 
made prisoners by; Olid. But Las Casas, when 
set free, persuaded the soldiers to return to their 
duty, and seize their rebel chief, which, after some 
hesitation, they did. Olid was shortly afterwards 
sentenced to die, and was beheaded at Naco.* 
' Cortes, not receiving any intelligence from his 
lieutenants, grew uneasy, and resolved to take the 
command of an expedition in person. This was 
prepared on a scale of power, and even luxury, 
unknown before in the New World. The gover- 
nor caused himself to be attended by a numerous 
train of domestics and dependants, besides a cora« 
petent detachment of Spaniards, headed by San- 
doval and Marin, and three thousand Mexican 
warriors, under the guidance of their own chiefs.^ 
The march of the Spaniards to Coatzacnales re- 
sembled more a military procession than a. warlike 
expedition, and his arrival at that place was greet- 
ed ,with fire- works, and other demonstrations of 
pphli^ joy. Here he remained eight days, order- 
ifxg all the oaziques of the surrounding ddstricts to 
repfur to a general meeting. Among these came 
the brother and mother of Dona Marina, whose 
looks they scarcely durst meet, on account of their 
cruel, behaviour ; but that generous woman, far 
Uom thinking to revenge herself on her family, 
))e^towed on them every token of regard, and ia- 
. terc^ded with Cortes in their behalf. Cortes re- 
sumed his march, but soon found himself entangled 
in hardships to which his followers did not come 
prepared, and which, in spite of their fortitude, 

«B.I>iai. flhliSU . 
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subjected their endurance to the most B6T«re 
They had entered a coontry intersected bj nume- 
rous TiretB, which continually arrested their pro« 
gress. The soil was heavy, and nothing bat 
gloomy forests met their pn^ress. The labonr to 
which they were subjected was immense ; every 
one, Cortes inchided, was obliged to work at the 
eonstrneticHU of the timber bridges, which were 
thrown ever the rivers that continQally came before 
them. 

They had now reached a place called Tamazte* 
pecy wnich was intersected by three riven, and an 
ant of the sea. Bat when they had sarmoonted 
these difficulties, the miseries of the Spaniards, 
hMtead of terminating, seemed only to accomalate 
with greater force. They had arrived at so im« 
mense a forest, so thick and impervions, that they 
were actually compelled to cut their way through 
by extraordinary efforts, A dreary gloom per- 
vaded that seat of desolation. Some of the sol- 
diers climbed up to some of the tallest trees, in 
expectation of cheering their sight with more gra- 
tifying objects, but to their despondency they saw 
nothing but a long conttnuatioD of woody deserts 
and barren heaths. In a short time they found 
themselves excluded from the light of day, owing 
to the thickness of the forests, which they were to 
dear by a kind of desperate effort. Two of the 
guides had now abandoned Cortes, and another 
who remained, was totally unacquainted with this 
part of the country. The provisions failed, and the 
soldiers were put on the most scanty allowance^ 
whilst, at the same time, they were compelled to 
work with unceasing industiy. Exhausted with 
&tigue and hungeri and wiuoat guides, seeing 
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notbing bat loathsome reptiles in tbeir way, tbej 
at length threw themselves down in despair, in the 
conviction that their doom was inevitable.* 
< Never was the greatness of soul of Cortes sub- 
jected to a more trying test, or his genius sum- 
moned to more extraordinary exertions. He saw 
his faithful foUowers, many of whom belonged to 
the body of his original companions, the conquerors 
of Mexico, ready to sink under unparalleled ca- 
lamities, and exposed to the most appalling fate. 
Even his own stout heart could not repel a secret 
shudder, which he endeavoured, nevertheless, to 
smother^ in order not to augment the wretchedness 
of his unfortunate soldiers. On the contrary, assu- 
ming a cheerful aspect, he showed them a mariner's 
compass, which he assured them would serve the 
purpose of their guides, whilst he animated them 
to redoubled exertions, by the prospect that a little 
more perseverance would extricate them from their 
dilemma. He informed them that the town <^ 
Huy- Alcala could not be far distant, and on reach- 
ing that place, all their misfortunes and dangers 
would be at an end. The eloquence of that com- 
mander, whom they had been accustomed to che- 
rish anf 1 to follow with success, cheered their sink- 
ing hearts, and they renewed their toil with stub" 
born constancy. After some time they arrived at 
Tamaztepec, where they found some provisions, 
though the town had been deserted by the inhabi- 
tants. The sight of food for some time imparted 
a ray of joy and hope to their desponding hearts, 
but on renewing their march to Izquantepec, their 
hardships again commenced. During the three 

• B. Diaz. 
2d2 
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days' journey to that place^ four Spaniards feu 
down and died through fatigue^ and many of the 
Mexicans lagged behind, and met the same fate* 
Some of these Indians, in their craving hunger, 
seized some of the natives of the land elandes^ 
tinely, and actually devoured them. This being 
made known to Cortes, he severely reprimanded 
them for this atrocious act, and ordered one of the 
moat guilty to be punished with death, as aa 
example to the rest. To increase the dreary coa« 
dition of the Spaniards, they generally found the 
little hamlets deserted at their approach, and found 
Uttle sympathy in the inhabitants. But the forti* 
tude of Cortes was never worn out, nor the re* 
sources of his mind exhausted. He thus continued 
to uphold the sinking spirits of his followers, when 
he was informed, to his great joy, that the district of 
Huy-Alcala was now only thi^ee days' march from 

As his followers, however, could scarcely pro* 
ceed through fatigue and hunger, he sent B. J^as 
del Castillo with a troop in advance to procure 
provisions. Diaz proceeded to the discharge of 
his commission, and, after much difficulty, arrived 
at the district of Huy^Alcala, where be began to 
collect a supply. Whilst thus engaged, two Spa* 
niards came up to him in the most deplorable state^ 
with strict orders from Cortes to hast^i to him 
with whatever provisions he could collect, as the 
army was reduced to the last stage of starvation, 
and driven to despair. The soldiers were now 
compelled to feed on wild filberts and roots, or 
whatever came into their hands. B. Diaz, accard^ 
ingly, hastened back with a considerable quantity 
of corn, honey, jfruit, a&d fowls. Meantime Cortes 
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iMi consoling his followen with the prospect of a 
supply, and the men awaited the event in a kind 
of stupor. But no sooner was the approach of B« 
Diaz made known, than they all nished forwardi and 
seizing on the provisions in the utmost disorder and 
CoofasioD, hegan to devour them in their raw state, 
without heeding the cries of the officers, who endear 
voured to reserve some for their general.* In this 
disastrous march, which occupied nearly two years 
and a half, the Spaniards suffered more from fatigue, 
hunger, and thirst, than in any other period of the 
conquest of Mexico. Never did Cortes display a 
more striking example of fortitude and magnani- 
mity ; but even he, after the dangers were passed, 
confessed that he had considered their doom arri- 
ved, though his duty sternly obliged him to assume 
a deportment in litUe accordance with his real sen- 
sations, A considerable number of Spaniards, and 
a still greater one of Indians, p^ished in this dreary 
march. Some died through exhaustion, some 
through stiirvation, others were lost, and not a few 
were cut off by die natives, as they patrolled in 
small parties in search of provisions, or to make 
discoveries. Though this expedition was fruitless, 
its object, as has already been related, having been 
accomplished by Las Cases, yet as it tended to ex- 
hibit the heroic qualities of Cortes in a striking 
point of view, an account of it could not be omit- 
ted in a life of that great commander. 

Meantime Ponce de Leon died shortly after his 
arrival in New Spain, and his mission remained 
accordingly unfnl£dled. Yet Cortes could not re- 
flect without sorrow and indignation on the ingratip 
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tade of that conntiy, for the glory and advantage 
of which he was undergoing such unceasing and 
uncommon hardships. He, however, though dis- 
gusted with the intrigues of his enemies, no less 
than the easy facility of his sovereign, continued 
to maintain his post, and endeavoured to gain the 
confidence of the Spanish minister by every means 
in his power, though his efforts were not attended 
with the desired success. Every officer of the 
crown who arrived from Spain after the reduction 
of Mexico, was a spy on, rather than a friend to, 
its conqueror ; and with every freah arrival from 
that empire, new complaints and misrepresentations 
arrived relating to the governor. The spirit of in- 
trigue enjoyed no minute of repose, but seemed re- 
solved to crush that man whose greatness was an 
offence against the ordinary meanness of human 
nature. The distrust of the Emperor Charles 
was at last effectually awakened, and he issued 
out another commission (1528) to investigate the 
conduct of Cortes, and to subject him to all the 
rigour of justice. The feelings of this conqueror 
of Mexico were powerfully excited at the unmanly 
■triumph of his enemies. He felt all that bitter- 
ness of soul which a proud spirit, conscious of 
great services, receiving wrong from unworthy 
beings, can alone experience. 

It is painful to behold the mighty conqueror in 
the theatre of his exploits, the victim of the in* 
gratitude of those wretches, who came to fatten 
on the land which he had gained to his country. 
But there were many who sympathised in bis 
wrongs, and revolted from this accumulation of 
ingratitude. His devoted and brave followers, 
those gallant veterans, who had shared all his dan- 
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gers and his glory, now rallied roimd their com- 
jBfOxder, and proposed that he should seize that 
independent power which his enemies falsely ac- 
cused him of aiming at, for they would zealous- 
ly support his claims, and die in defence of his 
cause.* But Cortes had the greatness of soul, or 
the weakness, to reject this advice. His chindrous 
apirit shrunk from any violation of loyalty ; for he 
neither wanted the courage, nor the means, to carrv 
into e£Fect a scheme much easier to accomplish 
than the previous exploits which had marked his 
career. But he dieMlained to take revenge on his 
country, or to crush the paltry enemies by whom 
he was surrounded. On the other hand, there was 
something too humiliating to his proud spirit in 
the idea of being subjected to a trial in that coun- 
try where he had been accustomed to triumph and 
be obeyed* He accordingly determined boldly 
to present himself at the court of his sovereign, 
and enter into a vindication of his conduct.t 

Cortes repaired to his country with a state suit- 
able to his rank, and becoming his great achieve- 
ments. He was attended by his gallant officers, 
and the Mexicans of highest distinction, and car- 
ried with him a considerable part of his riches, to 
give splendour to his person. His voyage was 
effected without disaster; but on his arrival in 
Spain he was visited by a calamity of a domestic 
nature, which excited much sorrow in his heart. 
Such was the death of Gonzalo de Sandoval, who 
expired in the flower of his age in Andalusia, as 
he was accompanying his chief to the Spanish 

• B. Diaz. 

f B. Diaz ; Gomany Cton, ; Herrera, Dec 



M2 LIFE OF 

coart. CortM was souiMy affeeted by the So9c(» 
as SandoiTRl, besides his distingaisfaed' services 
in the conqaest of Mexico, was, of all his of* 
ficers, the most devotedly attached to him, and 
the most zealous in the support of bis claims. 1% 
glorious career was never stained by any of tliose 
acts of injustice, cruelty, or avarice, which, at some 
period or other, unfortunately clouded the glory 
of the other conquerors. Sandoval was scarcely 
twenty-nine when he died ; and it is probable, 'that 
the severe services which he had endured, he ha- 
ving been the leader invariably selected hyCoHea 
for the most difficult enterprises, no less than the 
numberless wounds which he had received, occar 
sioned his premature death. 

Cortes and his companions were received by 
the Emperor with striking evidence of friendstnp 
and cordiality. His fears being removed by tlM 
arrival of the conqueror in his native land, Charles 
resolved now to efface his former ingratitude by 
a display of generosity and regard. Every pos- 
sible mark of distinction was bestowed upon Coites. 
. His exploits were loudly applauded, and his ar* 
rival in Spain was a subject of public congratula- 
tion. The sovereign conferred on him the Order 
of Santiago, as well as the title of Marquess of the 
Valle de Oaxaca,. and he admitted htm to that 
. friendly intercourse which was only enjoyed bf 
thefirstgrandeesof the land** But this splendour 
.of external show could not dazzle or deceive die 
searching eye. of Cortes. Whilst empty- titles, add 
vain honours were lavished on his person, he pet^ 
ceived that the venom of distrust still circulated 

• Heirera, Dec 
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I in ihe oeuscib of the court ; and that wfantever he 
^ iwght gaia in outward pomp, the acquisition was 
, , only Blade at the expense of real power. He soon 
, fmmd it was the principal olyject of the Emperor 
I to reduoe this to the lowest ebb compatible with 
^ GiM»m<m decency. Cortes groaned inwardly, but 
endeavoured in yain to dmnge the ideas of his 
aavereign. Charles perceived the danger of intrust- 
ing unlimited command to a man whose genius was 
equal to his intrepidity, and the admiration which 
be had excited in accordance with his merit; and 
with the subtle policy of a courtier, be thought 
that nothing could more effectually daunt the 
yigour of Cortes than the empty glitter of courtly 
distinction, and nothing subdue his spirits and 
bedim his genius more successfully than idle dia- 
sipation. Such was the system then pursued in 
Spain to cripple the power of its grandees. 
. But Cortes was not the dupe of such artifices* 
He disdained a life of ignoble repose, so contrary 
to the ardour of his spirit ; and he continued his 
expostulations at court, that he might be reinsta- 
ted in his fonner station as Captain-General of 
New Spain. The emperor, however, remained 
fixed in his determination. Neither the generous 
conduct, nor the assurances of the supporters of 
Cortes, could remove his jealous fears ; and, in- 
deed, these might be partly justified, by the great 
merit of the conqueror, no less than the popular- 
ity which he enjoyed among the soldiers. Accord- 
ingly, after two years of unsuccessful application 
at court, Cortes despaired of again obtaining that 
dignified power to which he was justly entitled by 
his services. The military command was alone 
reserved for him, with the power of attempting 



new expeditions and discoreries ; bnt the supreme 
government was invested in a board of civil fane- 
tionaries, nnder the title of " Audience of New 
Spain f** a form of government which was, how- 
ever, superseded in the sequel by the establishment 
of Viceroys. 

In 1530, Cortes returned to the theatre of his 
glory, with sentiments of regret and disappoint- 
ment Honours and distinctions had been con* 
lefied upon him, but he had a strength and ^ea^ 
ness of mind not to be imposed upon by the gliU 
ter which reduced his authority. Besides, he Imew 
that this division of potrer in NeW Spain #onId 

?rove a source of endless dissension and debate, 
fo sincere union of sentiments could be expected 
from the servile and selfish dviHans imported from 
coutt, and the veteran conquerors who had gained 
the empire. The petty jealousies, and despitHiBle 
vanities, of the Audwicia^ were, accordingly, d- 
ways vig^ant guards on the most indifferent actions 
of Cortes ; and in their apprehension that the ge- 
neral would trespass the limits of his juxbdicti^, 
they meddled themselves in afiairs over which they 
had no power, and took every opportimity of thwart* 
ting the wishes of the man whom they at once ^-^ 
iried and feared. 

* La Aadiencia de Neuva Kspana. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



Second Voyage of Cortes to Spain, his Death, and 

Merits, 8fc, Sfc. 

TllE Hfe of Cortes being embittered by tbis 
QDgrttteftil curtail ment of bis authority, be novr 
directed the whole powers of his mind towards 
that quarter which had not yet been invaded by 
the influence of jealousy or distrust* Cortes felt 
ahame in his present indefinable situation. His 
jurisdiction over the affairs of the New World 
amounted to nothing, for he could ill combat the 
opposition of the Audiencia, supported as that 
body was by the emperor and his ministry. Cortes^ 
in this galling predicament, turned, with a fond 
eye, towards the pursuits of his previous life, and 
he resolved, by the splendour of new discoveries 
and exploits, to confound his enemies and aug^ 
ment the approbation of his friends. He accord- 
ingly conceived various schemes, in unison with 
bis bold and enterprising genius. His first ideas 
prompting him to attempt a discovery of some 
passage along the eastern coast of North America 
(JBdling into the Western Ocean, and believing that 
a similar discovery might be made of a strait be- 
tween the North and South Seas, by exploring the 

2e2 
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I8thmii9 of Panama.* These two scfaeiD^ b^ ji9* 
solved to carry into execution^ and for this piirr 
pose he fitted out expeditious, which he intrusted 
to ahle commanders and experienced pilots. But 
the results did not answer his sanguine expecta- 
tions, and he determined to circumscrihe his amr 
bitious views within more narrow limits. 

The progress of colonization had been rapid 
in New Spain, Settlers had arrived in great num- 
bers from the mother-land to that country of pr<^ 
mise, where penury was to be exchanged for ease 
and independence. Several ports were already 
iestablished on the coast; and from these Cortes sent 
out different small armaments with the oly^ct of 
discovery in the South Sea ; but these expedir 
tions were not more fortunate than his previous 
,and more important attempts in the eastern, co^ 
of North AmericA and the islands of Pan^m^ 
Mortified at the failure of so many enterprisen^ 
«nd supposing that this want of success oughl^ 
in a great degree, to be attributed to the ine£- 
ciency of the men to whom they had been iuf 
trusted, he <letermined to conduct another under- 
taking in person. To this effect he prepared an 
expedition of higher importance, and assuoied thf 
command of it in the year 1536. 

In this new enterprise, the fortitude and abji|if 
ties of Cortes were again called into active play* 
He cruized for some time without any material 
event, excepting his continual exposure to W^ 
ship and dangers. But his mind and frames iu<|f 
.red to toil and suffering, bore every fresh lab^l|f 
with tranquil .forbearance, and the persevei*aji(:e{|^ 

• Cortes, Relat. 
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wliicli bad dittiiigiuslied his former toyage; b«t 
% man whose destiny seemed to have been cfaaxi* 
ged. Thoagh Cortes did not entertain any san^ 
gaine expectations concerning the reception he 
ahonld meet with from bis sorereign, yet be was fair 
^m snrmising that his services should ha^e been 
•o soon forgotten and so ill repaid. The appiMffw 
«nee of the conqueror of Mexico at court prodw- 
<ced no sensation either of pleasure or disappreba- 
tion. He was received in the manner whicb 1^ 
«MWt galling to a prond spirit, conscioits of high 
desert and important services. The behavionr of 
Charles towards his illustrious subject, was one 
which ought to be reprobated, not merely by jtn- 
tice, but common decency. A cold reserve^^-iA 
•stiff civility, which would scarcely have been ge- 
nerous when addressed to a chief of indifferent 
aaerit and no pretensions, was llie attitfude whidi 
-the sovereign of Spain assumed towards the greirt 
man whoJiad added the brigfatesrt jewd to hiaim* 
neose dominions. 

But if the conduct of Charles was ungrateM 
and unmanly, that of his ministers deserved the 
execration of every upright mind. It will scarcehr 
be credited that Cortes was treated not only wm 
indifference and neglect, but with actual soom, by 
the members of the Spanish cabinet. Yet ^is de- 
portment of the court was perfectly consistent 'Slid 
natural. According to the doctrine of these ad- 
fish counsellors, no consideration was due to the 
man from whom no service of moment could now 
be expected. The blase of glory which en6irekd 
the person of Cortes had been obscured by 'the 
brightness of more recent achievements. Tlie ^* 
coveries and conquests of 1^" Spaniards in Sooth 
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jMi#ru»-*tIie redaction of Peru by the Piearros 
aaftd Almagro-^'^d procured to Spain a source of 
irameoae wealth ; and the attempts which new ad« 
MniatratioQS were continually making had created 
the most extravagant ideas in the heans of thtf 
SpftBiar^ls. The exploits of Cortes and his com* 
pttioBs, therefore, were now regarded with indiffe- 
rence ; the empire which he had conquered was 
firmly attached and subjected to the Spanish 
momm ; the time was past when Cortes came ar- 
t«yed in the shape of a formidable candidate for 
"power and dominion ; time had effaced the bril'- 
liiuicy of his achiereraents when it had also begun 
to impair his vigour and his frame. Charles had 
flow little to expect from a man entering into 
the vale of years, and who had lost the lustre of 
1)18 farmer greatness. Nor was his indignation and 
.Tevenffo a fit subject for apprehension. Charles 
jmd hie ministry had no consideration to keep up 
. W^th Cortes, either from expectation of interest or 
from motives of fear. Neglect and indifference 
mw therefore the boon which they bestowed on 
the great chief. 

Seren tedious years did Cortes spend in unpro- 

. ' Stable applications for justice and redress. His 

aacfred claims were received without attention, and 

' the recital of his sernces was beard without sea- 

sation. Day after day, and month after month, 

he Applied to those important personages who held 

po^er over the affairs of America ; but neither 

s from them, nor from the most impartial and ni^ent 

} representations to the Emperor, could Cortes ob- 

. tain the sanction to his demand. He was doomed 

> never more to govern in Mexico. Other persons, 

. ..whose chief merit rested perhaps in sycophancy. 
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were to reap the fmits of hm laboars and; bia «t 
niu9. The chill of age liad begun to damp iW 
ardour of early life, which would have ef)fble4 
him to support their ingratitude with more.coa- 
tempt and iodijOTerence. In the activity of yonUl^ 
and in the freshness of genius, he would haF^ 
found solace from the coldness of a court; bul 
it is the curse of human nature to be invaded 
by disappointment and neglect .when it i^ in th^ 
weakest state to repel their attacks. Corte^ %q 
the pangs of fruitless exertions, bad to add the 
conviction of his humiliated situation, and his in-* 
ability to inflict vengeance on his enemies and un* 
generous countrymen. His constitution was bro* 
ken 'town by the innumerable and extraordinary 
hardships which he had sustained ; and in the de- 
cline of life, when he ought to have been quietly 
enjoying the reward of his services, it was melaii* 
choly to behold the conqueror of Mexico dancing 
attendance about courts and saloons of audiei;^Ge> 
lost amid a crowd of inferior spirits.* 

Such a destiny could not but sensibly affect .the 
proud and noble heart of Cortes. . The stinga q( 
. ingratitude, re^et, and disappointed hope, preyed 
npon him, which, added to the infirmities of an 
over-exerted constitution, brought to a termina-. 
tion the mortal career of this extraordinary maiu 

* It has been recorded of Hemm Cortes, th^ about. 
this period, upon hia appealing one day at Coart, he 
pressed eomewhat rudely through the tinsel crowd to ap- 
proach the Emperor, who, observing his contempt for cere- 
mony, and not choosing to recognise him, exclaimed aloAd, 
^ Who is that person ?**_«« TeU his Afojtstyv*' sfttd Car« 

, tes, *^ it is one who has conquered for him more kingdoms 

^ than his ancestors left him provinces.** 
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tt^ died oit the 2d day of Decern W| in Uie year 
1547, and hi the sixty-second of his age* Cortie« 
•wt» twice married : first, at Cuba, to Dona Cat»« 
hna Suarez, who ended her days shortly after the 
redaction of Mexico ; and afterwards to Dona 
Geronima Ramirez de Arellano, daughter of the 
Connt of Agntlar, and nearly related to the Dake 
of Bejar. By this lady he had Don Martin Cortes 
Ramirez de Arellano, who inherited his title, and 
from whom the present Marquis of the Valle de 
Oaxacar descends, though the male line terminated 
in his second grandson, the fourth marquis of that 
title. This badge of distinction was afterwards 
linited to that of Duke of Terranova, the title of 
Gonzalo de Cordova, snrnamed the Great Captain ; 
and tbas the present illustrious possessor unites the 
honours of two of the greatest names in arms that 
Spain, or indeed any other country, has produced* 
Cortes had other children, of whom the most 
noted, from his misfortunes, was Don Martin Cor- 
tes, a knight of the order of Santiago, who was 
bom to him by his mistress, the celebrated Dona 
Marina, and seemed to inherit a great portion of 
his illustrious sire's spirit and abilities. In 1568, 
on a very slight and even unfounded suspicion of 
rebellion, he was put to the torture in Mexico, 
Ilia barbarous judges totally forgetting the unpa* 
ralleled services which his parents had rendered 
to Spain.* Cortes survived almost all his prin- 
effjal companions in arms, of whom very few, if 
any, enjoyed peaceably the reward of their bravery 
and troubles. Velazquez de Leon, Morla, and Esca- 
bnte, perished before the reduction of Mexicoy 
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m hm alrM^y l^eea narnoed. Cbvktoval de OBd 
fell a Ticlim to ill adFice, and his own treascm ; 
GoD^o de Sandoyal died in Spain, as he accom* 
paniedCorteift in his first yiait ; and Pedro de Alva, 
ndo received a yiolent death in New Galicia, his 
hofse having plunged with him over a precipice. 

The merits of Cortes as a general wiQ be best 
•stimated by a careful examination of his actions. 
The resources of his mindy in cases of emei^ency, 
were as bokl, as they wm'e true emanations of 
gemns* His whole life is gilded by deeds S9 an- 
gular and splenctid, as to invest the narration of 
them, witb the interesting character of chivalrous 
romance. The destiuction of his fieet at Vera Cms 
to oempdi Us followers to c<Niquer or die-— his 
Ceariess cptry into Mexico — the still bolder seizure 
efMentes«flria» in ibe. midst of the capital — ^fais 
defeat of Narvaez— his exploit at the battle of 
Otompan-^-Mid his magnanimity in the siege of 
Mexico, present a series of events as striking as 
they are unparalleled. Few great military names 
have joined more wisdom in counsels, more pru- 
dence in fMreparaiory arrangements, than Cortes. 
Indeed bis abilities as a negotiator were as great 
as bis intrepidity and perseverance. He possessed 
a ungular tact in discerning the weak features of 
human character, and turning them to his adran** 
tage. In this, his winning miuiners and natural 
eloquence moist effectually assisted him. He was> 
besides, conspicuous for a cultivation of misid^ 
semewhat singular m the adventurous conquercws 
^ America. His sc^om at the university had not 
been totally lost ; and his letters to the Em^isor 
Charles V. evince much taste in composition. 

In the conqueror of ]^exico, a strong resem- 
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blance may be tntoed to Jiiliii« CiBsar. We fnd 
in the'l^niard the same daring intrepidity, and 
the same prudence, that rendered the Ueman ce- 
lebrated. The art of winning the affections of their 
soldiers, and their feitiltty of mind imder difficul- 
ties, were the same in both generals. Eloquence 
and refinement they possessed in common ; nay, a 
similarity may even be fonnd in their love for the 
nex, their mercorial dispositions, and their gaUant 
bearing. 

' The character of Cortes, as a private in^vidiialy 
Vaa amiable, and in general praiseworthy. His 
Iieart was generoas and noble — ^his manners con- 
ciliating, and his attachments sincere. The impu- 
tation of personal cruelty in his case is unfounded. 
Whatever blood was shed in New Spain, was re- 
quired by imperious necessity, or was authorized 
by just, retaliation. Some of the acts of Cortes 
bear no doubt the impress of terrible severity; 
but let it be remembered, that he had to contend 
with an enemy ferocious, warlike, and implacable. 
The fate of Guatimozin is the most unjustifiable 
of his deeds ; but this, together with other isolated 
measures of cruelty and even injustice, ought not 
to determine the intrinsic merit or demerit of a 
great man, especially when the history of all con- 
querors, botb ancient and modem, offers instances 
of the like nature. 

At all events, the name of Heman Cortes will 
ever stand first among the distinguished names in 
the conquest of tbe New Worid. - His abilities, in- 
trepidity, and magnanimity, as well as bis concilia- 
ting manner toward the natives, and his uniform 
kindness when unprovoked, no less than the splen- 
did and extraordinary deeds which marked the re- 
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dnction of Mexico, confer upon its conqueror tbiii 
jnsi distinction. Yet what was the recompense 
which Cortes received from his king and country 
for all his merit, and all his services ? The answer 
is ready, and a mournful one. Cortes was treated 
with the same ingratitude by Charles, that Co- 
lumbus and the Great Captain experienced from 
the Emperors predecessor Ferdinand the Catholic ; 
and the same which every great man will probably 
receive from his employers, when his genius and 
power present a phantom of fear to their jealousy^ 
and his great services become a tax on their gra-^ 
titnde and respect. 
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